


Preface 

"The Initial Decade: Elections and Parliamentary Parties in Post-Communist and 
Post-Soviet Parliaments," a compendium of election and parliamentary party statistics for 
six post-communist countries, has been prepared in conjunction with the book, 
Post-Communist and Post-Soviet Parliaments: The Initial Decade (London: Routledge, 
2007), also issued as a special edition of The Journal of Legislative Studies, "Post- 
Communist and Post-Soviet Parliaments: Beyond Transition." 13: 1 March 2007. 

This statistical compendium has been prepared at the Center for Legislative 
Studies at UNCG by Mr. Wilson Hooper, as Graduate Manager at CLS. He has been 
assisted by two predecessors, Mr. D. Clinton Perkins and Ms. Yolanda Brown, and 
successor Ms. Cara Church. All four have been graduate students in the Political Science 
Department's MPA program and have served as Managers of the Center for Legislative 
Studies. Their intensive work is based upon previous statistical tabulations developed by 
Kevin Clor (undergraduate) and Jonathan Mattiello (Master of Public ~ffa i rs ) ,  as 
students in the Political Science Department. The Co-Directors of the Center greatly 
appreciate their diligence and persistence in finding and organizing diverse election 
statistics from varied sources in a uniform set of tables. 

The analysis of party system change in the book, Post-Communist and Post- 
Soviet Parliaments: The Initial Decade, is based upon the election and party statistics 
reported in this compendium. The book, examining the different ways in which the new 
parliaments of six post-communist and post-soviet states have developed in their initial 
decade, is edited by Prof. Philip Norton at Hull University, United Kingdom, and Prof. 
Emeritus David M. Olson at UNCG. Norton is Director of the Center for Legislative 
Studies at the University of Hull and Member of the British House of Lords; Olson is Co- 
Director of the Center for Legislative Studies at UNCG. Both have served as Co- 
Chairpersons of the Research Committee of Legislative Specialists of the International 
Political Science Association. 

Participating authors are specialists in the parliaments of their respective 
countries, and have reviewed the election statistics of their respective parliaments. We 
are indebted to Dr. LukhS Linek and Dr. Gabriella Illonski for providing the proper 
spelling of party names in the original languages. 

We invite researchers to provide corrections of these data as they make use of 
them in their own work. Our purpose is to provide a uniform, complete and accurate set 
of statistics, not only for our immediate work, but for the growing world-wide research 
community interested in democratization, legislative development, and the electoral 
process. 

David M. Olson, Co-Director 
William E. Crowther, Co-Director 

December 6,2006 





Reader's Guide 

This set of statistics reports parliamentary election votes and seats in the initial 
decade (1 990-2004) of six post-communist parliaments: The Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Moldova, Poland, Russia and Slovenia. These six parliaments are examined in 

Post-Communist and Post-Soviet Parliaments: The Initial Decade (London: Routledge, 
2007), edited by Prof. Philip Norton and Prof. David M. Olson. 

The tables are grouped by country in alphabetic order (in English) as listed in the 
Table of Contents. 

Five tables are provided for each of three or four democratic elections per country 
in the initial decade, each of which is designated by country, year and table number. 

The numbering system and title sequence for the set of five tables for each 
election are illustrated below for the Czech Republic in the 1990 election: 

Table CZ 1990.1 Czech National Council Election 1990: Votes and Seats 
Table CZ 1990.2 Czech National Council Election 1990: Effective Number of 

Electoral Parties 
Table CZ 1990.3 Czech National Council Election 1990: Votes and Seats by 

Threshold Level 
Table CZ 1990.4 Czech National Council: Parliamentary Party Group Seats at 

Beginning of 1990 Session 
Table CZ 1990.5 Czech National Council: Effective Number of Parliamentary 

Party Groups at Beginning of 1990 Session 

The first three tables for each parliamentary election concentrate on party 
distribution of votes: 

Table 1 reports the votes obtained in a parliamentary election by political parties 
and candidate slates and also seats won, in numbers and percents. Names of the parties 
in each election year are listed at the end of Table 1 in the national language and in 
English. 

Table 2 reports the Effective Number of Electoral Parties, in both votes and seats, 
and shows the calculation of the index for each party. We explain the formula below. 

Table 3 shows the same numbers as in Table 1, grouped by the electoral threshold 
for the allocation of parliamentary seats to the parties. Unlike in Tables 1 and 2, we list 
only those parties and electoral slates obtaining 1.5% of the vote or more; all those 
under that level are reported as a single entry. For parliaments with mixed electoral 
systems, we report the threshold level votes only for party lists in multi-member districts. 



Tables 4 and 5 concern party representation in parliament following each election: 

Table 4 reports the number of seats in each of the parliamentary party groups 
formed after the election, at the beginning of each term of office. 

Table 5 shows the Effective Number of Parliamentary Party Groups, using the 
same calculation method as in Table 3. 

This compendium reports elections to the main chamber, but not to the second 
chamber in the four parliaments with bicameral systems: Czech Republic, Poland, 
Russia and Slovenia. We do not include presidential elections. 

We calculate the totals and percents of votes and seats based upon the vote and 
seat numbers provided in the sources listed for each table. Our table notes sometimes 
indicate that our calculations differ from the totals and percents reported in our sources, 
and in some instances, from officially reported results. In no election, however, are the 
discrepancies large enough to alter the outcome, or to result in markedly different indices 
of the effective number of parties. In some instances, votes cast in single member 
districts for each party are not available on a country-wide basis; thus we have only the 
party list votes available in multi-member districts. 

In Tables 2 and 5, the "effective number of parties" is an index summarizing the 
degree of fragmentation in a party system. The party percents of votes and seats are 
squared; the sum of squares is then divided into the number 1, resulting in the index. It is 
a way to measure the equivalent number of parties on a single scale; for example, 3.6 or 
4.8 parties. This party system index is drawn from: Seats and Votes: The Effects and 
Determinants of Electoral Systems, by Rein Taagepera and Matthew Soberg Shugart 
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1989), pp. 77-91. 

In Appendix I, we report parliamentary party group data for the "pre-democratic" 
elections in Moldova, Poland and Slovenia. The pre-term 1990 election in Moldova was 
held under communist election rules while still a Republic level assembly within the 
USSR; the 1990 Slovenian election, though with party competition, was held at the 
Republic level while still part of Yugoslavia; the 1989 Polish election was held under 
distinctive transitional rules. Each of these elections was the last prior to either full 
independence or democratic electoral systems or both. 

Appendix I1 lists citations for sources used in the tables. 




























































































































































































































































































































































