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PREFACE

The diffusion of culturs ig in %the broadest cense
26 Old as culturc 1ts=1f. Tut how doos this ciffusion take
plece”? Yhat 4o £%a relation %o the means of communication”
Toee ideological culiure change zp ropidly zs material
culture, and if not, whut are the resigtancz=is it? That
are some of the survivals of the ol¢ culture asg it existed
before the introduction of modern influences? These are
cone of the quecstions which determined the lines of invee-
tigation for the present study.

The materisl vhich is pressnted was seoured from
various goureces, The significant literature on the Appa-
lachian Eountaing ~which includes autobiograrhies, general
surveys, accounts of peraonal experiences, rcminiscences,
novels ané theoretioal discussions, was examined for the
purpose of geeing what it might contribute to an under-
gtanding of the general situation in the Southern Highlands
and especizlly in western Horth Carolina from the point of
view of cultural change. Second, a number of informal
questionnaires were sent to vzrious residents of the county,
agking for specific data. The third ané by far the most
important source of materizl was thet of direct contacts,
including both formel 2né informzl interviews, mith the

beat informed and oldest inhzbitants of the county. In



no ingtance was any diffienity encountared in securing date
by this latter method ezcept in co Zar as the z2ccounts of

%he variouc individualg differed cné ¢hie pParely happened.
The fact that the ~riter wno born and Teared in %he county
and knew all of the old resicdents was of inestimable value
for new contacts did not have %o be mode. In every case

the codperation on the part of the residenta of tine county

was all that might be desired.

Tals study has suggested many problems for further
investigation. Fach portion of the present pnroblem might
be treated in much greater detail, while numerous special
studies such as the diffusion of single inventions and the
extent of their lag might be made. A variety of statistical
studies such, for example, as the ages of marriage of the
last three generationg are possible. There is also &
muck greater wealth of survivals in folkweys and in folk-
lore which can be secured through pntient research. lot
merely the collection of such materials but the peycho-
logical interpretation of survivals would be involved.
Pinally such a relatively homogeneous group should form &
profitedle field far recearch in regard to the problems of
social naycholopy.

v



& STUDY OF THE DIFRUSIGE OF CULTIRE I A

RELATIVELY ISOLATFD HMOUNTAIW OOUNTY

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The countéy uoon which this'study is bnged is Swain
Ceunty, North Carolina. As 2 distinot division of thnt
state, it has exlsted only since 1871 at which time it wae
formed from parts of Jackgon and Mecon Counties., 1Ite
present boundzries, which include 373,020 aerss, make it
the eccond largest of the seventeen mountain counties of
the state. Its geogranhical location moy be most clearly
explained in terme cof its distance from the nearcct cities
and these distances indiorte itc relative physical inola-
tion. Bryson City, its county meet and largest town, lies
sixty-five miles syathwert of Asheville by the railroad
eonstructed in 1884, The dicstence by the ccuparatively
new state highwey, completed in 19225, in sliphtly greater,
being seventy-one miles. Agheville iteelf is loceted in
the mountain county of Buncorbe vhile between Swa2in and
Runcombe there are the two intervening mountein ccuntieg
of Haywood and Jackeon, rhich togethey form the enstern
boundary of Swain, The southern boundnry is formed by the
Llttle Tennescee River while the counties lying To the

gouth znd west are the mountazin counties ifacon and Graham,
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The norshawsst boundary is part of %he line gercraiing
North Carolina and Tennesaec, Thie latter boundary extende
fox fifty miles clonc he top of the main ridge of the
Grest Smoky Mountains. Although as “the crow fliecs",
Znoxvillas, Tennersee is clightly nearer Shis relatively
igolated coumty than is Ashoville, Horth Oarclina, the
Gre:t Smokies have Zormed 2 barrier which precluded eony
pogaibllity of commercial intercourse until 1927 vhen a
highway was comnlsted, running from Bryson City and crosc-
ing the Creat Smoky Mountaine at Deal's Cap, Tifty amiles
northwest of Bryson. At present a state highvay is being
conztructed from ¥noxville to join the Worth Carolina
bighvay at this point but it will probably be at least 8
yoar before it ia completed. The distance from Bryson City
%o Ynoxville will then be one hundred and five miles. A
sscond road which will orose the mountain range at Indian
Gap l1s also under comsidsration. One hundred and ninety-
seven miles to the south lies the city of Atlanta, Georgla,
which haag been connected with Swain County by a system of
bighways since 1926. Railroad transit, by way of furphey,
North Carclina, was eetablished 4n 1896.1

This mountain county in the heart of the Creat

3mokies, so-n2med for the haze whlch continuslly shrouds

1. %ee ¥ap I



them, was pard of a ferritory iittle kmown until after the
Civil 7ar and with no saticfactory connections with the
world outeide wntil the coming of the railresd, Harkets
were ineccessible both 5% buying and for selling. Indus-
triec were necesserily limited besause of this remoteness.
Living conditions were primitive. I{ is a well-known and
oft-quoted fact that a foroeful excuse for "moonshine®
vhigksy wae that it wes impossible to transport corn to
markxet, while 1% might be converted into whiskey and so
become 2 marketable product,1 bringing in a few dollars
where real money was scarce. In the early days, the
marketing of the county was done by wagoning oross-country
to Augusta, Georgia, %o Charleston, South Carolina, and

to Greenville, Scuth Carolina, for not only was the Balsam
Mountain Range which lay between thie region and Asheville,
North Carolina difficult to cross in those days but also
Agheville, too, developed relatively late. A trip to any
one of the trading centere required from two to three weeks
one way. The neighborhood would bunch their products such
as bacon, apples, and peltes and on the return of the wapgons,
& men would be glad to receive as his share a bushel of

salt, & dollar's worth of coffee, 2 gallon of molasees, and

1. FXephart{, UHorace: Qur Southern Highlanders, p. 154.



perheps 2 few pounds of sugar. This was supposed 1o be 2
vear's zupply.

The difficulties of tie firat store~-keepers can
well be imagined, ¥z, D. K. Collins who opened hls first
gtore in Aryson City in 1876 hauiled his merchandisge in a
coversd wagon dravn by mules from Maryville ané ¥nozville,
Tennesnee over a road running weat from Bryson City (then
Charleston) down the Tuckaseegse and Little Tennessee
Rivera, crossing fthe Smoky lNountains 2t a point =2bout three
miles east of the gap through which the latter river flows.

In those days, barter was a common ferm of exchange,
the merchants taking in trade for their goeds, grain, furs,
and medicinal herbs. Among these latter were ginseng,
goldenaseal, snakeroot and "mandrake" or mayapple, all of
which were then used extensively in patent medicines, while
gineeng was shipped to China. Coon skins and ginseng had
the same rank as they had in the days of Daniel Boone.
Often long credites were given on anticipated crops, but
thls involved grave risks.l Although barter has died out
in later years ag economic conditions have improved, due
largely to the lumbering development, it was common up to

¢renty-five years ago even in Bryson City, =2nd more recently

i. Y¥ephart, Eorsee, oo. ¢it.. p. 33,

i
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in the back sgettlementc while women £%ill bring Gheir
vutter, eggs, and chickene te trade for etaples snd The
ineviiable nickle'!s wortk of gandy and box of Bruton's
snuff,

Thus 1t is ovidont that geograohios=lly, economically,
2nd goeizally, Swain Cownty hag been until very recent times
2 county of relative isolaticn znd that each foru of igo-

lation has tendsd to intensify the others.

L

The Great Smoky Mountain Range is an archaic-basged
gstone monolith sixty-five miles in length in which great
beds of shells of ancient sea animals have been found. The
Cherokee mythe abound with storice of giant ineects, birds
and reptiles. In the matter of early human dwellers, there

is only myth with the exception of a few mounds in Northern

Georgie and Southern Kentucky.l

The earliest traditionel knowledge we have of the
habitation of the zouthern highlands has besn
handed down by the Cherokesa. They cay that
before thsy conguered the country and seattl=d

in the velleys, the inhabitants were 'moon-eyed',
that is, were unable to see during certain phases
of the moon. During 2 period of blindness,

the Oreeke gwept through the mountain pesses, up
the valleys, and annihilated the race. The

de

agon, R. L.: The Lure of the Great Smokies, Oh. I, I7.
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Cherokeas in turn coanquered the Osoeks, with
great slaughter, which must have occurred 2t &
very ancieni dates, for the ocountry of their
conguest and adoption s the seat of their
religious lozends and $raditional romences. (1)

The definite history of the Cherokee begins with
the year 1540, at which date we find them al-
ready establighed, where they were always afier-
ward knotn, in the mount=2ins of Carolinz and
Jeorgla. (2)
This was the year in which De 20%o passed through this
gection in the courne of hig explorations.

These carly Indians were the Otari, or Uplaand Cher-
okee, who had a national government with =2 capital et
Echotz on the Tennessee River.3

Tyen before the Revolution, white men were going
into the mountains weest of the Blue Ridge, exploring, hunt-
ing, and fishing. As they continued to invade the moun-
taine, the hostility of the Cherokees became so pronounced
that in 1776, Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina
agresd to send punitive forces into the Cherokse country.

In August, the North Carolina force, numbering
2,400 men under General Criffith Rutherford, crossed
the Swannonoca Gap, and after following the present
line of the railway to the French Broad, went

out Fominy Crzek and, following up the Pichland,

struck the first Indizn town st 3Itskoa, the pres-
ent site of Thittier. This town he burned 2and

B—-

l. Zeigler and Orosscup: The Heart of the Alleghanies, P. 16.

2. dooney, James: Myths of the Cherokees. HNinst-enth
;I\nngal_’geport of the Sduresu of american Lthnology, Part

i » s O

$. Latshaw, Harry ¥.: Swvain Count S TP
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“hen desfroyed all the indian towms and crope on
the Ocona Lufty, Tuckaseeg=e, and the uppsr part
of the Litfle Tenneessee. Thip is the baginning
of Swain County history for 211 these places are
within fthe present boundaries of Swain., (1)
By the trzaty of peace that was effectnd nll the mountain
land in westsrn Rorth farolina rerained in the hands of the
Indians. Thus during the years of tne Ravolution, this
section remained z2imoet uninhabited by the whites. In the
caze of Avery va. ¥alker (8 N. C. p. 117), it appears that
Col. Jamee Hubbard and Capiain John Hill explored the
unknown eountry around Bryson fity, 3wain County, shortly
before April 22, 1795. :

But soon settlers began coming into the mountains
in increasing numbers gnd thers were numerous skirmishes
and treaties with the Indiang which filnally ended with the
Removal Treaty of the Cherokeee in 1835. 2ix forte were
built as headquarters for the forces sent under Ceneral
"infield Scott to enforce the treaty, Fort Lindsay being
located in Swain County, near the precsent site of the
Almond High School. #Many harrowing and unplazeant events
ccocurred in connection with the removesl 2nd finelly a thousand
or more Cherokeesz were allowed to remajn. Colonel Milliam
H., Thomss was placed in charge of them and beught for them

some 50,00C zc¢res of land on the Ocona Lufiy Ziver and

1. Latghaw, H, ¥.: 8rain Couaty, p. 1.



2ueo Oresk where thelr descendanis remsin To-doy.

IIX

The ancestcy of the mountaincers has been & fre-
quently dieputed poiat, come writers rather loosely asserting
that oriminals found Tefuge in the mounftain fastnecses and
that their descendants form the population to-day.

The truth is, the same psople who occupied Vir-
ginia and the eastern part of the Oarolinas,
peopled the western mountains, ¥nglish predomin-
ating, and in course of time there drifted down
from Virginia large numbers of 3cotch-Irisn who,
after the events of 1730, fled in such numbers
to the Hew %orld, and good 3cotch Highlanders,
who came after 1745. (3)

Without doubt Scotch-Irish and pure English are
the strongest elements in the mountain popula-
tion, though the Highland people are not different
from the Lowland Southerners in this respeect.

The Scotch~Irish strain i¢ strongset in some moun-
tain sectionz; the Tnglish in otheres. (3)

Also Lutheran Swiss and Germans who fled from the horrors

0f %he wars of Louis XIV in the Palatinate drifted from

1. Since the Chernkees ars largely a segragated grou
they will not be considered further sxcopt tnctne
atatistical tables. The most accurate account of

t}:e Tastern Band is found in the Ninetzenth Annual

teport of the Hursau of Amerigan Wthnology, Part 1.

ﬂorley. Margaret: The Oarolina ountaing, p. 144.

The 2ncestry of the mountzineer ig aleo dicousaed by

% L. Magon in The Lure of the Grest Smolkies, Chapter

YJ",’

i, in which he cubstantiates this,

5. Campbell, John C,: The Southern Hi e '
Hcmeland: DT irhlander and His




Zenneylvanis into the movntoing of Carxolins thile numbers
of French Wuguenoto 2ame up from Cherlectan, Aouth Carolina.
It seenme fairly cerdein from fomily ¢tracditionc and nanes,
however, that Scotch-ITish predominated in Rhie periiculnz
section,  In“thsir iealntisn, the vz;ious elements inter-
warried and beeame fused intos a homogeneous group. The
fer forsigners who continuved %o drift in and the satilers
{ron {he surroumnding southern atates were of the came ancee-
tzy, negroes werzs fer in number, and the Indiane rors
segregated on a reservation so that this homogeneity hae
not yet been broken.

imong the pioneer familiee of Swain County who
settled around Soeo Creek and Oconz lufty Piver, the scene
of the first white settlement in Swaln, a2bout 18C4 were
James Conley, the very first pettlsr, Hobert Collins,
Ieaec Bradley, Abrahsm "nloe, John Beck} znd John Hingus.
In the Collineg femiiy there were thirteen children, twelve
of whom lived tc be grown, but cne of the neighbors had =
family of eighteen offmpring. Other settlers followed.
Deep Creek ané Alarke Creek drew their gquotz and the names
of these early ploneers are cerried on by numcrous Gescend—
ants living on the banks of these same cresks to-02y. There
ic @& tradition that shout 12808 in the Ccone Lufty settle-
went, Abrzham Lineoln was born of Hancy ‘lankg in the home

of Abrabam Anloe 2nd the Anloc family maintains that Shere
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iz an undsniable and convineing Tezewblance $ha$ coza be
observed belneen present membors aad the pictures of the
marsyr president.

These first pioneeres moved into the new country on
foot 2nd on horsebeck with the zeanty household goods on
pagk horsec, thoush soon covered carts and wagons were also
used, The equipment probably consisted of a rifle, an axe,
a s8lt gourd, an irom kettle, a fer well-worn quilts and
blankets, a hunting-knife, an aygur and perhaops & spinning
whesl., Other necesgities usually poseeseed were an oven
wita a 1id, a skillet, 2 few parter plates, spoons, and
other dishees, hoes, a @av, a handmill to grind grain, the
iron parte of plows, seed for field and vegetable crops,
and a fer fruit trees. The men and boys wore moccasins,
short pantaloons and leather leggings with hunting shirts
of dressed deerskin waile their ocape of mink or coon skin
had the tails hanging behind as tassels. The women and
girls wore deep sun bonnets, as a rule, and dresses of
homespun material, They had 1ittle time for venities
though perhaps there wes a "sugin" of bear-oil for the hair
among the household supplies, to make it smooth and glossy.
The first task of these Plonesrs was to build a iog-cabin
home in which no nzilg rere used ag they were unobiainable.

The cracks between the logs were £illed in with "chinks and
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dobbing® while the chimey wes usually built of stones,
which were plentiful. Rough bedsteads, tabkles, benches,
and three legged stools were constructed while pegs were
driven into the walls to hold the various posseseions.
Jindows were few and unglazed. Arthur tells thai
there is still standing in the Smoky Mountaing
a2 comfortable cabin of one large room, flgored
and ceiled on the inside, and rain and wind proof,
in the construction of which not a single nail
wag used, This cabin was buiit in 1859 and is
on the HMill Creek Fork of Holand Creek in Swailn
County. (1)

By 1871, there were enocugh people to justify the
formation of Swain County from parts of lacon and Jackson
Counties. The distance to the county seat of Macen at
Franklin was another important factor in this. Colonel
Thaddeus Dillard Brysom who had been born near Betisa,
in Jackson County was largely inetrumental in the organ-
ization. In the first election, held in Jume, 1872,

approximately three hundred and fifty votes were ocast.

Iv

The county geat occupies the ancient site of the

Indian village of Younaahqua or Big Bearg and there is 2

1. Arthur, John P.: Western North Oarolina, p. 258.
2. 2Zeigler and Grogscup: The Ee§§§ of the Alleghanies,
o, 27.
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gpring on the ouitskirts of the town which ig etill called
Yonah or Bear Spring. The tract of land of siz hundred
and forty acres on which Bryson 0Lty is loecated had been
granted to Chief Big Bear and ig kmown as the Big Bear
tracc.l The willege was first named Charleston but later
this was changed to Bryson City in honor of Colonel Bryson.
The town is loca%ed on the banks of the Tuckaseegee, the
principal tributary of the Little Tennessee. The former
iec an Indian nane signifying terrzpin. D. X. Collins, one
of the sons of Robert Collins built the firat house in
Bryson City and Epp Everett built the second. Both houses
are still standing. A county courthouse was goon built.
It was a frame bullding with the upper floor for & court-
room, and the lower one for a jail. This courthouse was
also used ag a church "house", a place for general public
meetings and a school "house®, until separate buildings
could be built. Until after the coming of the railrecad,
the river was crogsed by means of o dugout. If the dugout
was on the oppoasite side of the river, one "hollered" until
somaone paddled it over. Probably in the letter part of
1884, a wooden bridge was constructed. In 1890, it was
waghed away by a flood and replaced by one of iron which

wvas completed in 1892. 1In 1918, the present concrete

1. Dr. D. R, Bryson.



o
(3]

structure was ecrected.
In 1883, we have the following description:

Charleston, the county-seat of Swain ,... ig in
the nidst of a new country. The two most conspicuous
buildings, standing diresctly opposite each other
2t one end of the village street, are the new 2nd
018 courthouses. The former is = substantizl
brick structuvre. The old, frame court-house has
its vpper story used 2s & grand jury room, znd

its lover flcor, as formerly, holds the jail,

The dark interior of the 'cage' used for petiy
migdoers, can be seen under the front outside
stairs, through a door with barred window. Along
the main thoroughfare, and on the few side streets,
are neat, white dwellings; well-stocked astores,
where 2 man can buy anything from a needle to an
axe; and two good willage hotels. Like all com-
mwities, they have churches here.... The post-
office is a good place, at the arrival of the mail-
horse, to survey and count the male pooulation of
Charleston. In the middle of the day, you can git
on the counter in any of the stores and discuss
politices or religion with the merchant, who, in
hls shirtsleeves, and perched on 2 pile of muslins
and calicoes with hie feet on a coal-0il barrel,
smokes a3 pipe of home-cured tobacco, and keeps

hisg eyes alternately on the ceiling and the road,
as though expsctant along the latter for the white
or Indian customer. (1)

v

The population of the county can only be given as
far back as the census of 1880, the first one after the
formation of the county in 1871, but 2 steady growth is

evident since that time.

1. Zeigler and Grosscup: The Heart of the Alleghanies, p. 142.
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Table I

General Population from 1880 %o 1920

Per cent of increacse
Yeer Swain Count zince pregeding censu B

on
1880 3,782 TS
1880 8,577 73.8 Lot
1900 8,401 27.7 417 .
1910 10,403 33.8 812 ';
1930 13,224 27.1 886 i

In 1884 the railroad reached Swain County and the
population inorezsed rapidly in the decade from 1880 to
1890, the impetus ccntinuing well toward the close of the
century. A slight decrease in the per cent of increase 12
noted from 1900 to 1910 when there was a notioceable amount
of emigration to the cotton mills of the Piedmont section,
but the good roads movement beginning about the latter
part of 1914, the establishment of good schools, and the
development of lumbering interests again caused an upward
trend. The estimated population for the county in July,
1927 was 15,000 and for Bryson City 1,500,

The population other than native white is not large
with the exception of the Indisn clement while %the percent-
2ge of both the Uegro and Indian groups is decrcasing. The

negroes are chiefly the descendants of the few slaves who
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were brougut into this section by the carly eettlers while a

number érifted in immediately after the railroad was built.

Table II
Population Other Then Hative Thite

Year Hegro Incéian Foreign-Born ¥hite
1880 109 44] il
i890 228 700 29
1800 174 €75 13
1910 185 g1z 9
192C 115 864 22

The striking fect evout the foreipgn born whiles is
that with ones or twe exceptions they come from Osnaca or
Forthern Hurope so that racislly they offer no contrast to

tke general povulation.

Taktle III
Place of Birth of Foreign Born in Swain County

Year Tota Canade England Germany Italv Tales Irelend

1920 22 8 5 3 £ 'R 3
110 9 3 2 1 1 1

1800 13 4 2 22 2 X 1
180 28 19 4 : be e 3

1880
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Year Total Sweden Denmark Scotland § a _ Cther Countries |

1920 3 ¥ 1 ) 1
1910 _ i L _ 1
1900 _ 1 = 2 3
1590 2 1

In regard to the distribution of the population by
gex, the influence of the lumber mills can be seen in the

rather large excess of malec over females.

Table IV
Population by Sex

Year _Male Female
1880 1,912 1,872
1890 3,845 3,857
1900 4,899 4,551
1910 5,451 4,953
1920 7,007 8,217

In the matter of occupations, there s 1ittle diversify
along lines of gpecimlization. Lumbering and farming have

formed the two ohief occupations but the former has recently

begun to decline in importance, Host men are sbill jacks-

of-all-trade and even the interests of the professional pen

are varied. 1In the cnge 07 the men of professional train-
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ing, there is 2 clustering &t the county pgeat. OFf the nine
dogtors in the cownty, the cnly omes who do not heave their
offices in Bryson City cre $iiose emplioyed by the lumber
companies. Both of the dentiats of the county praciice in
Bryson Clty. The twelve lawyers without excepiicn live
there. The only ministers for whom Uhe ministiry clone fuz-~
nighes & livelihoed, without recourse to other occupations,
live there &lgo. With few exceptions in addition to the
families of managers or owners of lumbering occupations,
2ll the persons with college or university degrees are
regidents of Bryson City. In regard to educational status,
it is estimated that not more then one hundred and fifty
people in the county‘have more tham a high school education,
while according to the census report of 1920, thirteen and
five~-tenths per cent of the native white population over
ten years of age is illiterzte though this has deoreased
gomewhat since that time. In regard to financial status,
not more than seventy-five men have en annual income of

two thousand dollars or more while it ie estimated that

2t least fifty per cent of the wage earners receive less

than one thousand dollars per year.

Vi

in regard to natural resources, Swein Countv hes
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4imbor, mineral, and walor pOWST we=lth Ghough the timber
alone has been exploited to any ecxtent. In 1884, the first
iumbering operation was begun and it ig cigaificant that
this was the year of the somstruction of the railro=zd,
gince thats time fourteen j.mpor%ant operations have been
establigned go that st the presen® time much of the avail-
able timber has been cut, The water vower of the Little
Tennessee, Nantzhala, Tuckaseegee, and Ocona Lufty Rivers
4s only beginning to be developed. The Topoca dam, one of
the largest in the state in water power develonment, was
begun in 1915 and finished in 1918 by the Aluminum Company
of America, though the electric power which 1s generated
ig transported to Alcoa, Tennessee for use. With the
exception of a small clay mine and a talec mine, both of
whica have been abandoned, the mineral wealth which com=
sists chlefly of clay and copper remaine practicslly -
touched. During the last two years, however, an extensive
copper deposit on Bagle Oreek, in the southwest corner of
the county, has been in process of development which 1% 18
hoped will more than replace the lumber companies in the
economic 1ife of the county. The farm land under cultivation
forme only eight per gent of the totel area of the county,
for level land is elmost »% 2 minimun though the narrow

valleys arc both fertile and productive., Approximately
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foriy per cent of %he county is gtill covered with virgin
timber,

Perhaps the resource of most obvious imperiance is
that of beautiful, natural scemery, linked with 2 cool
szlubricus climate and clear, pure water. The general
elevation of the 3Jwoky Mountains ig over 4,500 feet waile
in Swain County there are twenty-two peaks, as listed by
the Horth Caroline Geological and Economic Survey in 1917,
which are over 5,000 feet in altitude, the highest being
Clingman's Dome with an altitude of 6,880 feet, just
thirty-one feet lower than Mt, Mitchell, near Asheville,
Forth Carolina, which is the highest peak east of the Rocky
Mountains. The region is widely advertised as the "Eden
of the Hills" and travellers comparé it favorably with both
the Rockies and the Alps.
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CHAPTER IZ
EECHANICAL UFAKS OF COMMUNICATION

"In socliology, the esscntiel characteristic of
isolation ig found in exciusion from comlmication."l
Hence it is pertinent $o see vhether the history of the
county and the methods of diffusion can be traced in direct
parallel with the changes in the means of communication.
Although the region abounded in streama,2 none of them were
navigable for any distance so that when the earliest pion-
eers went into the wild and little known region of the

Smoky Mountains, they followed the Indian trails, often
worn knee-deep.

It is probable that buffaloes made the first roads
over these mountains and the Indians, fcllowing
where they led, made their trading paths by pur-
suing these highways. It is still mora probable
that the buffaloes instinctively sought the ways
that were levelest and shortest between the best
pastures, thus insuring a passage through the
lowest gaps and to the richeat lands. It is still
said in the mountains that when the earliest
settlers wanted to build a new road they drsve a
steer or 'cow-brute' to the lowest gap in sight
and then drove it down on the side he rsad was
to be located, the tracks made by it being followed
and staked and the road lscsted exactly on tasm.

Deer trails weres alao followed in like mannecr.

Travel, either by oot or on horaeback, was slow

-
B

Park and Burgzess: Introduction to tha 3cisnce of
Soeiolegy, p. 228.
See Hap I7.

Azthur, J. ®.: Yestern North Carolina, p. 229.

[ V)




21

over these often perilous trails 2nd neighbors lived faz
2part so0 that communicziion mas both rare gnd difficuls.

But ag the settlers increased, roads were built, The hunt-
ing ¥v2ilsg of the Indians were used 25 the basis for many

of the eigh%-foot roads and the construction was moetly

by voluntary cooperative effort. Then 2 new stretch of

road was desireé, the neighbors gathered and made a com-
munity project of i%, Powder was scarce and there were few
tools. Hence the easizst route was followed. Sometimes

it lay along the top of the ridge where timber weas scarce
and the lsnd fairly regular, and cometimec 2long the narrow
creek bed., As it required 2 longer roed to go by 2 gentle
grade than by 2 steep climb, the steeper road was 2lvays
built. These rude rosde and paths had no bridges.so that
the rocky creek beds had to be forded frequently, perhaps

as often as twelve timees in 2 mile. 8Sterping ctones and
precarious fort-logs 2ided the nedegtrian. When e gevere
rainstorm occurred, such as are fremuent in this section, ;
the quiet streams quickly became reging toszments, sffzctually
cutting off 211 means of communiecztion, even betwecen neigh-
hors. Many homes lacked roads for the rough mountein wagons,
while ceeasionally there wa2e even no sted path. Provisions
were carried in the saddlebags of the horsenmen or in sacks

by thogse afoot. Oxen, vwho do well %o zo ten mile< in ten
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hours were very frequently uwsed tc draw the wagons while
nearly every family owmed a rough wooden gled, likewise
drawn by an ox. These glede with tro heavy wooden runners
connected by cross pieces are still the only practical
nmeang of havling on the steeper clopes though oxen are
becoming & rare sight within the immediate 1limits of the
growing town of Bryson City. The building of the ruds
roads did little to inoreage communication with the world
beyond the mountains, though it did make for more contacts
within "the inside world". Journeys made on foot or on
horseback were still slow and tiresome, however, while.
the buying and marketing of produce continued to be difficull,
About 1870, a haok 1ine was established between
Asheville and Murphy, The hacks carried the mail and made
the trip one way in three days and a half, with scheduled
stops for meals and night. Mail was now regular and trips
to Asheville became easier and hence somewhat more frequent
though before the coming of the railroad, not more than
one-fourth of the adults had been to Asheville.! Some of
those had made the trip in a wagon drawn by oxen, a four
day journey one way, while others had accomplished it in

2 buggy in two days when the roeds were in good condition.

1. Mr. Tom Qonley.
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Lazter the weekly haok line was chenged to o daily line
though i% zoon fallsd finzncially. Then the rezilroad
finally reached Waynesville, hacks ran from various points
to that terminus. Before thie series of hacks had carried
the meil, there had been men on horsebagk who bore it
while barefooted rumners had been used in Star Route days.
Outside of the gettlements, dipgtances from the postoffices
were so great that mail was rarely called for, and even
more rarely received.

Acocording to Wheeler's "Hietory of North Carolina®,
the first wagon passed from Horth Carolina into Tennecsee
in 1785. It is very probable that General Winfield Scott
had e militery rcad construoted from his headquarters at
Calhoun, Tennescee up to the juncfion of the Little Tennessee
ané Tuckeseegee Rivere at what is now Almond,l but none of
these early roads can be definitely accounted for. In 1854
a road to Tenncesee was bullt by Joe Welsh under contract,
the prooeeds from the sale of state lands beinz used.
There were toll gates every ten or fiftecsn miles, one of
which was located in Swain County between Hazel Creek znd
Fagle Oreek. It was maintained by "Busghwhacker" Kirkland

who received the oroceeds in return for wmaintaining the

1. Conflicting revorics give Bushnell as the site of hie
headquarters.
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zond thEough his properdy. Such $0l11 gates were disceon-
tinued probably $hirty yearc ago, waea counsy mair$anance
of such reads was seoured. Thore were z2lgo ferries acroge
the Lit$le Tonnesses which wmere private affeirs and wore
not zllowed nearer them three miles apord Zor the »rotection
of the owners of them.1 In 1848-1849 tha legiclature pagaed
an sot for the buildiang of a %urnpike road from Szalisbury,
North Carolina %o the Georgia lime. This road was complsted
%0 Hurphy in 1858 and thiz western turnpike was an important
factor in the settling of the country along its route. Be-
tween 1848 and 1862, many turnpike and plank road companies
wore chartersd. In some caases old roads were merely im-
proved while other new roads never materialized, Among
those charlered during this period were the road up the
Ocona Lufty, the road throcugh Soco gap, and the road up
the Tuckaseegee and Wantahale rivers.z

In spite of all this activity, there was no road
built through the Greak Smokies. In fact only one gap was
congidered even a possible route, the one now called Collins
Gap, During the Civil "ar, Colonel Thomas with his Cher-
okee Indians and his men from Fast Tennessee did make e

go=cnlled rozd” and inm Januery, 1864, Genersl Robert B,

- wXe ’30 .:l'o Blacko

A s9ee . vy ..

Arthur, Jonn P.: Tegtern jiorth Oarolina, p. 241.
. ibid., p. 49,

[V
.
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Vance dragged his diamounted canmnon over thes bare stones
but since then the front vheels ¢f & wagon are the cnly
other typec of wehicle that have passed cver ihe pracipitous
and rock-ribbed road. 'niil %the last two vears, no other
road has even besn attcmpted over the great zidge and $hie
original one has been ubandonzd for many ysars, save by

horsemen and men on Toot.

II

A new era was brought about by the railroad in 1884.
Up to that time not more than ore~fourth of the population
had ever seen a train.l Though there are still people in
the county who have never seen a passenger train, there is
probably no on& who hag not seen a logging trun.z By
the railroad, a way was opened to the world without.
Mails became regular. HNew families moved in, in increasing
numbers bringing new interests and new ideas. Contacts
were brought about between the piocneer culture end the
growing city of Asheville. Soon after 1884, John Everett
went to Poughkeepsie, New York, tc take a business course,
while five years later Thaddeus Bryson went %o Bingham
ilitary Academy ¢though it was not until 1892 that the

1. HMrs. Margaret "elgh.
2. Hr. J. E, Ccburn.
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Bryson boys began atiending the University of Forth Caro-

lina, the first college or university ctudents from the

counsy. t
The railroad was a great achievement for it crossed |
Balgam Mountazin at what was for many years the highest
railroad point east of the Rockies, being 5,100 feet above
gsea level., Another ridge had to be tunneled. Deep valleys
were spanned while always the winding rivers had to de
followed, The terminus remained at Bryson Oity for two
years and first a walnut tree and later a box car served
as the station until one was built.l The next link was
constructed as far as Jarrett's Station, now Nautahala,
where it remained another two years. In the beginning there
was a combination train, the engine burning wood. It took
an entire day to make the trip to Asheville and "it made
one trip a2 day, the Lora willing."2 Fifteen years later
it still took fifteen hours to make the trip of sixty-five
mileg. 1In 1927, this had been reduced tc three hours.
About the beginning of the century, the combination train
vag discontinued and two passenger trains composed of two
coacnes and one mall and baggage car ran each way daily.

Within the last year, one coach has been taken off Que %6

1. Hrs., Nergaret Welsh.
2. Dr. D, R, Brycon.
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the increased szavel by moter car and mobtor bue. During
this period there has been & tremendous inerszsz in freight,
however, wiich has been eatimabted as vrobably Zifty timeg
as much as thirty yv2ars agn.l FThare wag puch Litization im
conmection with the eonetruction of ths r2ilroad as the
difficultiz2s involved in penetrating the mountaing 124 the
contracting commany to attempt to abandon the effort.

It was necessary thaot it should be built, though,
before the timber industry could he devreloped.

It was not for paszaengers that the road had been
built. There were lumber resources and perhaps
mineral, that could not be developned without the
means of trensportation. And there was freight
of a sundry kind for the fl=ot and box czrs that
came once a day; big logs of hickory, pine and
poplar, sacks of dried berries, coops of chickens,
crates of eggs. and loads of sassafras, blood
roots, and ‘yar'--for the hills 2re full of medioinal
roots and herba which the mountain women and
children gather and carry miles on their backs to
market. (2)

With this branch of the Southern Railroad as 2
nucleﬁa, & number of short, branch railroade have been
built throughout the county to facilitate the development
of the lumbering industry. One of the eariiest of these
was the Appelachian railroad which runs from Fla, about
five miles east of Bryson City, up the Ocona Lufty River

to Cherokee, the principal Indian town, ard hence to Ravens-

1., Hrs, D. R, Bryson. :
2. Bledsoe, Y, L.:"The Hidden People of the Bluec Ridge,’p. 15.
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ford and Smokemont vhich from 1905 up to the precent time
are flourishing lumbering sites. Other brangh lines which
have been constructed in the intereet of tThe lumbering
companies are the Carolina and Tenneassee 9outhern, Alarzka
Valley, a2nd Smoky Mountain which latter line has been
digcontinued since 1926. These railroads have as a resuvlsd
made Bryson City a small reilroad center through which
millions of feet cof lumber are shipped each year., It is
algso a trading center for this reason.

A different type of result which also closely followed

the railrosd has already been briefly noted in the study
of population. This was the important exodus to the cotton
mills of the Piedmont seotions of North Carolina, South
Carolina and Georgia. Agents for the mills were eoon
active among the ignorsnt mountaineers and many families
were inveigled by glowing accounts of more money to leave
their homes and go to the factories. Although the exodus
reached its height in the decade from 1900 %o 1910, the
movement still continues. I% is estimated that an average
of twenty-five families has left the county each year for
the paet five vears for this reason.l

Another immediate result of the introduction of the

railroad was the osteblishment of 2 telegrach station, some

1. ¥r., 8. 9. Black.
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Two yoars 1&%3:.1 Althongh the leisurciine=ss ¢f the mmell
tomm is evident in the fact that the office is not oren
from ¢ight in $He evening until eight the next momming, the
aumb2r of toiecgrrng hae lacressad Tanidly. Tesiorn "hiom
has doubled in the last five vesrs, hoth in telegrams
rageivad oad sent whila busineass 1a hsavier in the summer

o E e = 2
guc to the touriectas.”
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The telsphone is a more recgent acquisition. Prior
to the establishment of & system in February, 1605 by R. L.
Sandidge who had then recently come from Missouri, there
had been a private line connecting the law office of Brysom
and - Black with the teo homes for two or three ycars. The
firet system included twenty-eipght telephomes. By 1908,
they had increased to sixty-nine, trenty-peven of which
were repidence telephones. A year later e long distence
telephone was established in the Fotella Hotel, the principal
lodging house, while the switch board was not connected
with long distance until 1911, At that time the long
distance ozlle averaged about ¢trenty dollers & month while

in 1927 they had incrcased to epproximately three hundred

1. HMr, Beriey Yelsh.
3. Hr. Vard, telegraph agent.
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dollars per momth. By 1914, thers weve one hundred and
forty-five telephones listed, sizty-two of which were
residence telepnones. Probably fifteen or tventy of the
totel nuzber were given under two different names, Teducing
the total numbe.r 40 one hundred and twenity-five or thirty.
In 1927, there was 2 total of one hundred and forty-five
telephones, eighty-two of which were zesidence ielephones.
Hot more than twelve men who had business telephones had
no residence telephone while in most of these cases the
resldence was so near that one telephone sufficed. The
monthly rent increased from *1.50 for private residences
and %2.00 for business telephones in 1206 to %1.75 and
32.50 respectively in 1920 and to *2.50 and 43.50 in 1927,
Fifteen residences and places of business retain their
original numbers walch they received in 12C8, but it hes
only been since the purchase of the Bryson City Telephone
Company by the Western Carolina Telephone Company in 1927
that these numbers have been extensively used. 3eretofore
toe name of the party desired was su”Cicient. Another
custom, still m&int2inad, is the voluntary closing of the
telephone office each Sunday from nine-thirty until one 80
teet “central” may attend church. Within the lzst fifteen

vears, the use of the individuzl telenhones has increased

te ) o
D times over wails mors recently the develovment of high-

vays hes out down the $011 for callg within the county from
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2100 %o 330 & month.l
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It is since 1914, however, that the greatest advonces
heve been made in mechanical means of communication. The
first automobile wes purchased in 1914, when five Ford cars
were bought at the same %ime. The roads were still so poor
that no one had considered buying 2 car up to that time.
These five cars were bought by Alex Elmore, Bob Abbott,

J. E. Ouburn, A, M. Bennett, and V. W. Wheeler, none of
whom were natives of the town. The significance of this
fact is developed in the following chapter. As 2 result

of this innovation, the automobile, a highway association,
chiefly organized and encouraged by these automobile owners,
was formed within gix months time. Although in 1915, there
were only sixfeen good roads men in S8wain County, bondse
were issued so that within two years an excellent county
system of graded roads was built. If the bond issue had
bezn left to the vote of the people, it would have been
rejected because of the taxes.2 Immediately other auto-

mobiles were purchased, but their use was largely locel

1. Mrs, Oarol Gibson, who has been with the %zlephone
company since 1911,
2. Mr, J. E, 0o burn.
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2nd for pleasure. In 1231, however, & state higaway systen
was organized so that Bryson ity is now comncoted with
she adjoining county scate by hard surizced roads.

; The imporiance of the highweys in practically every
aspect of the county 1ife can scarcely be overestimated.
The repid changes which are self-cvident are coextensive
vith their develorment. .Travel ig increaging rapidiy and
is much facilitated. The three hour railroad journey to
Asheville ocan be accomplished in less than two hours by
automobile., It formerly required a day and a nigat to make
the round trip to Robbinsville, =2 neighboring county seat.
How buginess trips there and back can easily be accomplished
in the forenoon. There are four buses running both to and
from Asheville each day, the popularity of which is amply
illustrated by the deoreasing travel on the railroad.
Long motor %trips are becoming more frequent while the old
woman who, on being picked up by sn automobile driver on
Hazel Oreek in the summer of 1927, said "It's the first time
I ever rid in one of them thar thinga"l belonged to a very
small and rapidly decreasing group.

The importance of the highway in the economic life
ic also notevorthy. The farmer mey haul his produce %0

1. ¥r. J. . Qoburn.



market or oell 4% at hip front door o passing traveicrs.
The railroad iz brought neerer $o him for cfien the old
road was so poor that hauling geods To the depot to be
shipped was impracticable. How the county farm cgent has
establiched co-oporative poultry and hog shipping, and
four receiving stations for cream t0 be sent to a near-by
dairy. Lumber hauling of various kinds with the opportun-
ities it offers for earning is greatly facilitatsd. The
increasing numbers of touriste ere bringing money into

the county and local products such as Indian baskete have
doubled in price in the last five years due to this and to
the greater demand for them.

Fresh frulis and vegetables are brought from Ashe-
ville in one direction and from northern Georgia in another
by the truck load while the wholesale grocery companies
deliver the staples in like manner. The housewife no longer
bas to depend on her own garden or oven, for fresh bread
ie brought from Asheville by truck or from Spartanburg,
South Carolina on the train. Though traveling saieamen
have been coming into the county for forty years, they have
increased in numbers since the good roads movement and they
have wielded much influence. They have largely wrought
the change from fireplace cooking o iron stoves while many

2 mountain home boests its organ or eanlarged crayon portraiis.
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Perhans %he grsatest change observable in the past
ten years ie in women's c’u:ass1 waich hae been largely pro-
3uced by Sears, Rocbuck and Coapany money orders after
incraazed travel has shown how other peoples look. The
mountain belle wears short skirtc and silk stockings and
perhaps vivid rougz, even when religious scruples prevent
the bobbing of her hair. Spinning whesls stand idle and
the bright colored shelves of dry gonds supply the cloth
which in an earlier day was designated as *that fotch on
stuff",

The effect of modern means of communication is also
remarkable in the case of the schools. The county super-
intendent in his worn Foud coupé can visit any school
taroughout his territory within a few hours while fifteen
years ago, he did not see some of hig buildinrs from one
vear's end to the next. In the more progressive districts
consolidation ie rapidly takinz place and the country boys
and girls are being given the advantagee of the taree high
schools of the county. The number of colless studenta has
moTe than doubled. The coming of the automobile has incresst
the knowledge of the world outside the county remarkably.

wve ;
“ven those who seldom leavs it see cars bearing license

man—

1, M», J. 7 Coburn
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tags from disbant atates.

Then, too, the people in the county arc getting %o
know one another. A% & county einging oorvention last
summer, ther~ were representations from what were formerly
the most iszolated coves and valleys. Hoit a horse was to
be zeen. FEveryone came in automobiles or trucks. The
singer in overalls drove hiz owm Ford. County school meets
and teachers’ meetings are growing more freguent also.

The good rnads are of primary importance in the
development of tourist trade. Since the construction of
the highwaye an up-to-date tourist hotel of sixty rooms
haz been built which is comfortsbly filled throughout the
sumzmer months. The scenery, cool climate, and quiet sur-
roundings are the chief attractions as sports have not{ been
developed, while the proximity of the Indian Reservation
is also of some importance. The summer visitors have had
2 marked influence in numerous other ways than those prev-
iously mentioned. Amusemente have become more sophisticated.
Dances znd bridge games are now enjoyed. A plicture show
is supported. A golf club has recently been organized.

The more progressive and cultured citizens drive to Asghe-
ville for an evening =% the opera or theater or %o & dance,
all of which meny of their neighbors still regard as '"einful®.

As has MHeen pointed out, remerkable advances along
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meny iinee aré being made throughout %tThe county. The prin- |
cipal carriers of new ideas and new forme of oulfure into ‘
the county are three-fold: touristsz, the college~bred
younger generation, and the resicentrs vhc conme frony sections l
outsicde the immediate ﬁountains, gither to settle perman-
ently or only for a short while. These latter have come
in slowly but stezdily from the time of the first train.
The tourists are a result of the recent good roads, vhile
both trains and automobiles have been factors in the inorease
of college students. In noting the importance of these
three groups who have been so responaible for the develop-
ment and progress taking place, the place of the nodthern
lumber companies which have besn forces of greatest importanct
in the develonment of all means of communication and the
attendant benefits, and to a much l=ss extent the travel-
ling salesmen, mail order satalogues, and other printed
matter, must be included.

And yet, as one leaves the railroad or the highway
and %urns up some grass-grovn wagon road, one finds that
the twentieth century has had little apparent influence.
According to Horace Kephart, onme can go up any branch and
still find condi%ions such as he described in "Our Southern
Highlanders" ag %ypical tweniy years ago, Here communi-

cation is still difficult. The driving of cattle into the
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“ountzing for cummer pasturing ic en evend for ghrangers
who have news of the worid ctop at the cabing aloag the
w2y and gooelp as they rest., Bud the automobile ig vushing
in cven there. ™hen ocomcone nskted one mountainesr father
where his boys were, ho replicd:

“They're out building e road to get the meow Ford
lmme.".1 The story of 1914 with firet its automobiles and

then i%s good raads continues to be true.

v

One of the most recent means of commsunication is
the radio. Berlin Thomaeson, the younger of the two dentists,
built his own outfit in 1920 but it was not until a year
and & half later that the first complete radic was bought.g
"ithin the last three years, it is estimated that at least
one hundred radios have been gold in the county. Although
moet of them are in the small towns, they are soattered
throughout the county ac a whole.s The men and boys of
the tovm congregate around the most powerful instrument to
hear tae prize fight returns as esgerly as do their city

}. Hr. 3, W, Bleck.
. D@, Berlin Thomacson.
S. Hr, 7i1l. Elmore, furniturge dealer.



beethzen. Gond mueic ig £i2ast he=rd by meny iz thie
wy, 2nd $a0 cfect ic being felt to some extent in the

'
tync of phonograph recorde rurchased.

Vi

Ia Tegard ¢o newspapers cnd magasines, estimafes
alons cen be gecured in wost caces. The Asheville Citizea,
which has been gubscribed to for forty yearc oF moXe, was
the first regular veper.’ In the beginning it vas o weekly
but it soon became 2 daily paper. At present thers are
approximately sixty-five subscribers in Bryson City while
about twenty copies are dispersed glong the rural rouies
running from that post office. Perhaps one hundred dai’y
papers are purchased by the county as a whole. The Ashe-
ville Clitizen now arrives in the middle of the forenoon
though until a couple of years ago, it did not come until
shortly after noon. Thus the time of its arrival seems
almost symbolic of the place this mountain county occupies
in 1ts development. The other Agheville paper which is
depsnded upon for news of the world is the Asheville Times

but it Zs an evening paper with even favwer subsoribers.

1. bkra. T. A, Cape.
4. Tmecle Bill Conpew.
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Both of these papers print local items from Swain Gounty
in The Bundey editions. Throughout the county, weekly
acwepapers are more common while form pepers are the acnt -
wvidely distzibuted though cver the nost popular of these

is found in no more ther ¢thirsy or forty farm homes. 3In
Bryson City itself, church pepers are taoken regulariy vhile
the moet poouler magazines are probably the Piotoriesl
Review, Ladies' Home Journsl, Saturday Zvenlng Post and
The Parmex's Wife. Interprising magezine agentsz are yezrly
increasing the number of newspapers and periodiocals of a
mediocre typs.. In regard to the more literary magazines,
the subseribers, who are very few in number, are probably
nnivex;aa.ny those families which have come into the county
from beyond the mountains. This likewise applies to a large
extent %o books of the better sort though many sets of
encyclopedias and lectures have been bought by poor and
ignorant people who could not resist persuasive agents.

In addition to 2il this, & weekly county newspaper has

been published practically continuously since ite estab-
lishment by Oaptain Lake between 1880 and 1900.]'. It has
always been a weekly and has always cost 2 dollar a year.

Local thews items, sdverticements, legal and school notices

1. ¥r, Tom Conley.
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meko wp the bull of iss four pages while ite preseat sue-
aepibara number five bundred. In $he majority of the
homee in She coundy, the Bible, an almanaec, and g wail

order catelogue constitute the Teading matlez,




In Surningz to the clomely alliegd topic of m2terial
ohanges, one finde the rreaters variety. “ome of there
chang=s have been bricfly wmentioned before, but they wmay
bz gummarized here. iIn the crnee of tranagcoriation, lumoer
wagons anc woodsn sleds are beiny rapidiy renlmeed by lirze
trucke, ¢raine by buses and sutomsbiles while horesback
riding is being reintrocduced in Arysom City by the tourists.
In this latter ca~e, an old prase of the culture has
atteined a new valuation through the influence of "out-
siders", The firet truck vas solé in 1915 and now tiere
are approximately eighty-two in the county. ™“agons furnished
with boards laid across the sides for the children snd with
strajght, split-bottomed chairs for the 2:iults are becoming
a rarity. Ford eales incressed fgur hundred per cent from
1821 to 1925, the latter being the best year due to the
fact that there was plehty of money in the coumty and to
the abncr_mal gonditions incident to the comstruotion of
the highways., Ford cars predominate while Chevrolete are
second. Although the sale of cars has deoreased, the 2mound
of gagoline sold eontinues to inorease, due prinmcipnlly o
She tourist trade. Tre first cars were bought in “rycon

City, vhere all tne oounty agemoizc Yor automobiles arc
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located, and frem thuewe they have cproad Shrovghout
the county.

The developr=ant of loaging houses gnd hotels in
Aryson 0Lty ha: follorad the develozment of tranenortziion,
fand dell Taby began keoeping $he fircet honrders 2t the
old iaby House Iifty-two or -Shres years sgo. The Coscer
House was built eizht orf ten years later while the Cgle
r3ith Fouse wazg no% grected uatil aofter the coastruction
o7 the railroad. Roth of $here ruabling woodsn structurss
are in full oparation to-dny, the Galbraith House beinp
located near the railway station. In 1887 the Futelle Hotel
was built opposite the station.and it was for forty years
the official stonmping place of the trains from Asheville
for dinner and suoper. About the time of the firat good
Tozds agitation, the Fresman House, a popular stoppinz-place
for troweling salesmen in partioulnr, rag estanlished
while Fryemont Inm, the first and only %ouriet hotel was
formally opensé in 1923. The only othar hotal in the county
wortny of mention, besidez the club houses of the lumber
camps, is the Tesgue Sotel in "hittier,

“nterinl changee of imnortance have occurred not
only in the matter of hotele bLut a2lgo in 211 other foras

of business.  The firet bank in the zouaty, the Zryson

3

Gity Remk, wos cotabliched 1a 1904 with a2 ganital of five

“housmné dollars, In 1908, the depocifte omounted o sbout
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forty thousend dollarg, thrse fifths of which mare on
checking accounts, the remsinder being in savings. Prior
o the cstablichment of this institution to serve the
financial ngeds of the compunity, it had been necessary ©o
do one's banking in Weynesville oz Asheville. In 1927,
the capital of this bank had increaced to thirty thousend
dollars while the deposits amounted to %350,000.00. 1In
1913, the wealth of the county had increased to such an
extent that the Citigen's Bank was established with 2 capifal
of five thousand, eight hundred dollars. In 1927, its
capital had also increased to thirty thousand dollars while
" the deposits were approximately $220,000.00. These are
etill the only banks in the county.

The value of farm crops has increased steadily.

Table V
Estimated Value of All Farm Cropse
ear otal
1880 3 73,537
1890 135,770
1800 263,209
19190 409,432
1920 687,956

The chief industry of the county, lumbering, hac been



A4

by far the greateet source of wealth since the beglaniag

of the century.

Table VI ‘

Development of the Lumber Incustizy

Humber of ~ Value of
Year ___ Tgtoblichments ___ Copitsl  Producks
1880 o s St M8
1890 12 4 85,835 * 86,226
1200 41 83,081 156,990 E
1810 No censue report by counties
1920 23 2,000,000 3,001,208

Since 1920, the c2pital invested has decreased approximately
fifty per cent, due to the fact that 2 number of the timber
boundari *s have beem cut out. Citizens of the county are
hopeful that the newly opened copper mine and the new water
power projecte will more than take the place of this industry.
In connection with this has come the increase in

the dry goods and grocery business. Within the last ten
years, the amount of ready-to-wear goods golé has increased
to seventy-five per cent more than the piecs goods.1 The

Christmes zales of the Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company

1. Mr. Hall, merchant.
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were 31,750.00 in 18237, or double those for 1928. This,
bowever, cannot all be attributed to the inecreased purchase
of prepared foods for the growing popularity of $his ctore

is 2180 2 factox.

IiT

Such busine:: enterprisee have called for various
mechanical devices. The first typesriter was brought info
the county in 1895. Wor typewriters are found in every
office, in the majority of the stores, and in a few private
homes. The first adding machine was bought by the Bryson
City Bank in 1810. At present there are ten or twelve in
the county, half of which are in Brysom City while the
remainder are owned by the lumber companies. Cash registers
are scattered throughout the county, the first ones having
been introduced about twenty years ago. All of theese inven-
tions were first introduced in Bryson City businesses which
vere controlled by residents who were not matives of the
county,

In the valleys of the Tuckaseegee, Ocona Lufty and
Little Tennessee rivers there is fertile farming land and
it mas corn from these valleys that according to the avard
°f the Worla's Feir a% Chicago in 1892, had & highor per

Sent of protein than any other corn in the United States.
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The ownerz of such farms have modern implements 2nd practice
scientific farming, which they learned at the State Agri-
cultural College or through the efforts of the county farm
agent. Reapers, mowers 2nd horse rakes began to be used 1
in gmell numbers about 1200 while the firet Ford tractor
west of Asheville wa= =019 by the new and progressive
Bryson City lotor Company in 1917. There are now nine

such tractors in the county. Though they are necessarily
scattered through the county on farms, they were all eold
by the one company. Nearby the few well equipped farms,
however, are the typical hillgide ones where practically
2ll the cultivation muet be by hand. The plows have changed
little from those of pioneer days, being the "bull-tongue"
variety. They are made mainly of wood, with an iron shovel.
Harrows may be made of wond throughout with locust teeth
while sometimes the plowed ground is merely "drug" with an
evergreen brush., A cradle is in common use on the hill-
side mountain farm. Only fifteen years ago it was not un-
common $0 see women waving aprons and sheets to sgeparate
the chaff from the grain as it was poured from basket to
basket-l While Swain County was still a part of Xacon

Oowaty, 1% was the custom, on the larger farms,

1. Tenhart, Horace: Our Southern Highlanders.
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not to raely for help exclusively umon hired laboz.
In harvesting small grain crops the sickle was
mostly used. hen 2 crop was ripe the neighbors
were notified and gathered in %o reap and shock
up the crop. The manner was for a dozen or more
men %o cut through the field, %hen hang their
gickles over their shoulders 2nd bind back. The
boys gathered the sicaves together and the old
men ghocked them up. (1)
Llthough in gmensral the women do not work in the fields
ez much as they formerly did, on 211 the small, hillzide
farme, the women 2nd barefooted children help with the
cultivation, It has often been noted that there ig much
Justification for the sta*esment that, "The women either sit
idly on the porch or work in the fields."? Many children
are still taken out of achool each year to help with the
pPlanting and hoeing in the spring and with "fodder pulling"
and "corn shucking®” in the fall.
Fishing has 2lgo felt the force of mechaniczl changes.
The small boys of the torns seldom uee cane polec but have
the most modern equipment and are wise in the lore of
artificial flies. Iz the coumtry, however, the boys 2nd
women patieatly eit on the bank and held poleo vhich they
have cut from a near-by canz patch and equipped with a line

and hook =2s did their pioneer ancestors a century ago.

1. Smith, ©. D.: A Bricf Hietory of Yacon County, North

Carolina, p. 13.
2. HNrs, S, W, Black.
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7he homes a2nd %heir furnishings show & regular ad-
vance. The firet cabing of hand-hewn logs had roofs of
rough, home-made shingles while %he cracks were daubed
with clay, nosgs and bits of wood. Sometimes there vas no
floor and the chimmey was builté of rough stone.: The first
gtore in Bryson City was a frame building as were the early
houses. The first house on Hazel Creek which had glase
windowe was built in 1895. Previously there had been
wooden shutiers, kaown colloquially as window shutters,
to close square holes -1n the wall. The door meant the
opening while it was closed by a door shutter though in
rare instances the owner merely hung a blanket over the
aperture.’ In the country the log homes are rapidly being
replaced by the cheaper box houses since the advent of sav
mills. These newer houses may also consist of only one
Toom, though such small ones are rare, but all of them have
glass windows. In the more fertile valleys, large, comfort-
able frame homes are common with an occasional brick one
but only the well-to-do farmers can afford either. As
recently as trenty-five years ago, there were only three
brick buildings in Svain County, all of waich were locabel

in Bryson City. From the county seat to the other small

p—

1. NP, J. B, Coburn,
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torms 2nd villagez, bungalows have been diffused ag the
favorite form of dwelling. “Some of them ere frame build-
ings, others are freme and shingle, vhile cement blocks
Zform o favorite material for them and elso foT business
siructures. In 2 few cases, native stone has been used to
good effect. A nerly orgznized Building And Lozrn Associa-
tion encourages the building of homes. For the 2,515
families in the county in 1920, according to the census
report, there were 2,475 dwellings. Apartment houses

ars unknown and the few apartments are either in private
residences or over stores.

The first bathrooms in 9Swain County were installed
in 1908 when the Beyson 0ity reservoir was built. ¥Now
there are bathrooms in most of the houses in that town and
many in other perts of the county. Whittier and the various
lumber cempe have water systems while a few of the farm
homes have running water also. The electric light plent of
Brysor City began operastions about fifteen years ago and
now electricity is az widespread as water cystems except
on the farme. But lamps and springs are still of primary
izmportance in the many sections which lack electricity and
water syestems.

The chenges in furnishingc are at leest 2s significant.
Screened windows are fairly cemeral in the towns and campg

but in the country homes it is likely that 2 leafy branch
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will be waved over the table to digperse the flies on hot

1
summer days. Weshing wag carried on in the following

menner in the early days.

The water wag 'het'! and put in the tub and when
the 'wimen' began to wash they would have what
was knovn as battling sticks and they would apply
the mater and sosp on the clothes and lay ¢ hem on
the eight-inch end of the trough and begin to
battle. The old droughs have about all played
out of fashion, as the galvanized tubs were brought
in and have taken the day; etill there is meny a
one used up to the present day. (2)

An old iron wash put down by the spring is a common sight.
The only electric washing machines are in Brysom City, the
first one having been bought about 1922, They have been
sold not by the furniture dealers, but by demonstrators
for they are still so new that their efficacy must be shown.
The kitchen has undergone many changes in some cases,
few in others. Aluminum ware is increasing but its price
is oo high for many so that iron pots and kettles are still
common. Probably every home now has some sort of cooking

stove though some women maintain that they still prefer to
Cook on the fireplaoe.s

Bryson City.

A few coal o0il stoves are used in

Perhavs two women use them entirely, both of

whom have come fronm larger places. The firsi slectric

1. A personal experience.

a5 Bistory of Cornoral Fese Whitaker 2
3. Viny Parker, for example. o

!
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rz2nge was bouzght in 19215. There are now three or four, the
additional ones having been purchased within the past year,
Since the building of the ner eleciric light plant for
Bryson City, such clectrical goods as irons and %oasters
have had a ready sale. Gae is unknoun.

The most common churn ig a stone jar equipped with
& wooden 1id and dasher. The jar of milk and cream sits om
the hearth and is churned at whatever unusual hour it is
deemed ready. Barrel churns from the mail order houses
are replacing these to some extent while the first electaic
churn was bought about 1920.

Every old house in Bryson City, as well as all the
country homes except the poorest, has its soring house for
milk, butter, end the storing of cenned fruite and vege-
tables, 1Ice wes occasionally ordered from Asheville for a
number of years prior to the establishment of the firet
loc2l ice-plant in 1912. In 1222 a rival plant was estab-
liched., Refrigerators are common in Bryscn City and are
bscoming wide-sprend over the county as trucks carry ice
in all directions from that center. The firet electric
refrigerator of any sort was inetalled in Fryemont Inn
tro years sgo but four or five others have been purchased
vithin the last year, one of which is in “aitiier. 4in
important factor in the late introduction of thie as of

other electricelly controlled machines is the fact that
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the eleetric lighting system of Bryson City has only been |
thoroughly satisfactory for two years. The price of electr
power is low so that it is scarcely & cause of retardation |
in the introduction of ne- machines,

Brooms have 2lso had a oprogressive develonament.
They are freaquently home-made. A favorite type is made
from a bundle of broomsedge and used for light work while
a very heavy one is fashioned from & hickory pole which is |
split into wany thin withes which are turned back, bound
at the top and affixed to a handle. Small fields of broom
corn are not rare and occacionally in the tosms some native 1
broom-maker will have his handiwork for sale. The first
vacuum cleaner was purchased about 1920. Thers are now
eight or ten, all of which were gold by agente, for they,
too, must be demonstrated, 2and loocel dealsrs do not care
to make an effort to zell them.

Ritcher cabinets are bought in econsiderable numbers.
Although the majority are in Bryson City, tney, too, are
scattered over the county. Then one is sold in a neighbor-
hood, it is possible to sell several others for a demand
is thus oreated.l Porcelain top tables have much the same
distribution as the cabinets. In come cases they are not

purchaged becausge they are more expensive than piain, wooden

e “HYS, T'A. Case, furniture clerk.
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Bedreoem and living room suites are beginning $o0 be
bought by the well-to-do. Though many residents of Bryson
City buy furniture of good cuslity, throughout the county
as s whole the very cheapest articlees are desired. The
mountaineers have no knowledge of quality and hence degire
the cheapest furniture available. Often they have had no
oppertunity to see or learn to value better goode, even
when they could afford it. Beds are sold in large numbers,
equipped with springs and matiresses for straw and sghuck
mattresses are disaprearing. A few homespun coverlets are
found in the olde=~t houses. Outside of the towns, most of
the chaire are straight with "eplit" bottoms of white oak
or hickory. Furniture deslers maintain that there is no
cale of book-casee. This is due partly to lack of books
and partly to the vogue in the nerer houses in the towns
for built-in book cases. There are practically no antiques
of any value. Few rugs are gold, but Gongoleum is growing
in popularity. It is sold in the country also while rugs
aie practically restricted to the towns. Even homemade
ones are lacking.

The majority of the homes are heated in winter by
means of fireplaces. In the ftowns thers are also cozl
grates and heaters while in Bryson City there are four

furnaces, There are a fe~ ¢oal o0il heaters in the county
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ceat bubt 1% is too difficult and too expensive for the
country peovle to have either oil or coal heaters.

Husical instruments have undergone a marked change.
At the singing conventions and in some of the very remole |
churches 2 tuming-fork iz still used by the leader, invar- i
iably a men. Ol¢ fiddlers} contests are atill held but they|
lack the glory of earlisr yezrs. Organs were introduced \
as early as 1888 while thers wags one in the western end of
the county by 1894. A fer of them are still sold, all
out in the county, but many people now want to trade their

old organs for phonographs. There was one square piano in

Bryson City in the Collins living-room while upright pianos |

were beginning to be bought outside of Bryson City about
twenty years ago. Most of the pianos are still bought in
the town. Phonograrhs have apread much more rapidly eince
the introduction of the first one in Bryson City about 1912.
They were relatively inexpensive, easy to secure and easy
to play. The average price is between seventy-five and one
hundred dollars while it is estimated that they are found
in trenty-five per cent of the homes. In general a cheap
class of records is desired. Some sacred music is popular
but among the tovn Peor "2, dance records are generally
bought. 4 fer people want better records which is probably
due to the effect of the radio.l This latest musical

\
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2ddition, the radio, has 2lrendy been disenssed under neang

of communication.

v

Foods also show the effect of material changes in
the t.owns but in the outlying cistricts they are much lese
pronounced. In pioneer days,- the families were of necessity
self-gufficient with the exception of s2lt and perhaps a
little coffee, tea, and sugar. Uild game was plentiful
and fish abounded in the streams. Each cabin had its
garden in which was raised cebbzge, onions, potatoes and
beans. There wac almost always a little patch of tobacco
vhich was carefully tended and cured for home comsumption,
principally for chewing by the men and for smoking in the
clay pipes of the 0ld women. Corn was the principal agri-
cultural product and supplied both breed and whiskey. It
wag ground in the tiny tub-mills or in the water-mills with
their large, revolving wheels which are still a comuonm,
picturesque sight. There were many wild berries. The first
settlers planted fruit trees which were ellowed to grow
untended so that a poor quality of fruit was the result.

ipples are etill known in the mountains as "fruit'. Tor

1. ¥r, w11 Filmore.
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vinter consumption, strings of apples, beans, puampkin, \
herbs, and peppers wers suspended from the walls ané
ceilings of the homes. Fruit and berries wers also canned |
but without sugar go that they were rarely palaiable. In ‘
the summer the diet was slightly varied, but in winter cors- |
bread was the staff of iife. Since the game has largely "
disappeared, ?fat, salt pork is its usual accompaniment. ~
¥rs. Dargan in her "Wighland Annals" says, ‘
The family diet during the greater part of the 1
year was without surprise or adventure. Oorn
bread, coffee, fried meat, 'taters and 'lasses 1
satisfied hunger, with no concessions to either |
infancy or age. Let me not forget pickled beans.
That dish was 2 mainetay for babe and man. (1)

In addition many homes were surrounded by bee-gums,
made of hollow loge with the rough coverings held in place |
by stones. The honey from these and the home-made sorghun |
were "long sveetenin'" for coffee while crude brown sugar |
and occasional white sugar were "ghort sveetenin'".

The early storekeepers when they were close enough
to the scattered dwellings supplemented this meager diet,
but often they were six to tvelve miles distant. In the
small towns and villages, canned foode and bakery bread
have now come to be regarded as necessities but until within

the last five or six years every good housekeeper in Bryson

TeiPL 188,
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City put up jars of fruitc a2nd vegetables eaun summer.
Even bread is seldom baked at home for almess every gemeral
store, and they are nearly all general stores, carries it
throughout the yeas while the county seat hac supported a
emall bakery for the last four or five years. HMeats have
ciianged lenss rapidly perhaps, for the country people kill
their own beef and butcher their own hogs. The markets
are few in number and poorly stocked, the ovners slaughter-
ing their own meat, usually beef, sometimes pork and very
rarely mutton.

Every 1littlie croses-roads store now has its cases
of coeo-cola and similar beverages and its boxes of chewing
gum. Snuff and plug tohacco are alsoc suppnlied ec that the

home-grown product is diminishing in importance.

VI

The changes which have taken place in regard to cloth-
ing are obvious. The first settlers' wives and daughters
wove the cloth and fashioned the family c¢lothing by hand.
They knit the stockings while the men were the family shoe-
makers, using ground hog shoe strings for example. Skins
secured during the huné were used in various ways such 2o
idomesopun jeans

for moccasing, leggings, shirts and caps.

and lingey used to be the universal jarb of the mountain



peoplc-':.“l Jome of the grandmothers etill knit stockings |
for the family bud the spinning whe=le ctand idle and gar-
l

ments of gkin are almost unknown. With the early atore-

keepers, cloth, shoes, coats, hats were brought in and the

picturesgue costumes of pioneer days were discarded. Uost |
of the clothing was still made at home, however, from the |
manufactured cloth. With the entrance of the trains and
lumber mills, overslls fast became the uniform of the men.
By 1888 there were a fem sewing machines in Bryson City and
they are still sold throughout the county though this 1s
largely through the efforts of agents rather than by vol-
untary purchase. Within the last two years, perhaps six
electric sewing machines have been bought in Bryson City.
Too far from a city to go shopping often, the mail order
houses are resorted to. Many hundreds of dollars each year
flow from the valleys and coves %o the larger ectablish-
ments and the rosult is often quite apparent at any county
gathering. Within the last ten years the demand for ready-
to-wear clothing has become so great throughout the county
that Bryson City merchants carry a line of such goods and
the county people come to do their shopping. Uore women's

ready-to-wear goods ig sold than menfs for the latter wearl

5 > ) -
‘. Kepnert, fHorace: Qur Southern Hiszhisnders, p. 231.
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overalls go universally. Aleo the qualitv of enods iz much
better in the case of women. It is eastimated that merchanis
sell seventy-five per cent more ready-to-wear then piece
goode and sixty per cent more ready-io-wear in the case of
women 2lone, which indioates to some extent the change irom
the home manufacture of clothing. People nov tend to wait
until they are ready to travel before buyving clothing.
Then they do not want to wait to make new garments.’

The more prosperous and sophisticated inhabitants
of the county seat went to Asheville occasionally to shop,
for many years, but the trip on the train was long and
tiring. Now Asheville is only two hours distant by motor,
80 that it is a favorite shopping center for them as is
Bryson City for the greater number of the residents of the
county. The styles along the oreeks are usually a year or
80 behind the times, but such is not the ease in the towns
and the lag is steadily decreasing.

In the days of home-shun cloth, dyes were also pro-
duced at home. The Indians likevise were wise in such
lore for they dyed@ the eplite for their backets. Madde
dyed red; walnut bark and roots dyed brown; copperas dyed

yellow while burnt cepperas cyed nearly red. The dye po%

1. ¥r., Hall, merchans.
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has vanighed with the loom while even the Indians use diamond
dy2c to color their barskets of oak solite though walnui,
yellow root and other roots are still used to produce the
vellows and browne of the rarer cane baskets. The commercial
dyes for basketry are generally considered to lack both the

beauty and fastness of the more primitive process.
VII

The early setilers were firm believers in their omn
remedies. Fach home had its bottle of "balsam" for "kidney
trouble”. "Gall of the earth" was a cure-all for many com-
Dlaints while “sang:"1 was an effective rejuvenator, Iven
the earlier dootors relied on herbs largalyg while often
the old women acted as physicians, nurses, and midwives.
Shortly vefore the construction of the railroad, however,
Dr. Seruggs and Dr. West, both of whom had had a certain
amount of soientific training, settled in Brysom City. Buf,

even yet, far back from the highways, ancient remedies and
euperstitions practices, though rapidly decreasing, ere
deemed efficacious., The number of physicians i3 still small,
one for every fifteen hundred people, but medical attention

ie constantly improving. The lumber companies have aided in

1. Ginseng.

2. Dr. Hingus and John Mill slaote
the Civil War, saps both practioed thus
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this for each large mill with its currounding families has
a reeident physician. Improved transportation makes it
pPossible to take the seriously ill patients into Asgheville
to hospitals. 9ince thelwar, small hosnitals are being
built in geveral neighboring towng. There wae one of these
hospitals in Bryson City for almoet tro years but lack of
funds for a fireproof building and antagonism among the
physicians caused it to be abandoned. State clinics are
held in Bryson City every three years for the free removal
of adenoids and toneile of all school children under four-
teen years of age while etate-wide camnaigns of various
types have proved eﬁ'ec'chre.1 Epidémlcs are rare and the
social diseases have been of little import due to lack of
contzcte and hence contamination. Thie county has never
had a tuberculosis sanitariim, but the disease is increas-
ing as contacts increase. In some inetances workers in

the cotton mills contract it and then return to the moun-
tains. The 1ow death rate?’ is asoribed to fresh air, fresh
water, freedom from mosquitocs, and the good sanitary
conditions due to the "lay of the grou.nd".s The distribution

of population ig 2 further factor of importance for while

1. izainst d, smallpox, syphilie.

2. Y:az- ' typhois.wéﬂ.;mcm;l:y, - North Carolina
1925 8.1 per 1,000 population 11.5 per 1,000 population
1820 7.0 * f " 12.6 " o :
1818 2.0 o it " 13.2 " "

3. Dr, D. R. Bryson.
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the percentage of children under fiftesn years of age is
four per cent higher than for the staté as a wnole, the
vercentapge of the population forty-five yeare of age and
over is less than half that for North Carolinz, being only
7 per cent.

In dentistry the changes are likewise remerkable.

The pioneer “tooth-jumper" placed a square-cut nail at the

base of the suspected tooth and gave the nail a mighty
blow with a hammer. It ie small wonder that the tooth
Jumped. His successor wielded, and still wields, & pair
of home-made forceps while it is also maintained that
tumscrews were used on occasion.® The county seat hae two
dentiste who are kent busy by patients from the tom and
surrounding county. The first resident dentist opened his
office in 1907 though for three or four years prior to
that date there had been a dentist in the tosn during court
week. State dental clinlcs are also held every three years
for the treatment of school children. The attitude of the
county people before dental care became generally possible
1s 1llustrated by the story of the man who did so much for
his daughter that he even "had her teeth plugged with gold."

1o ME T By Coburn,
3. Ue I8 Coburn.
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This 1liet of material changss makes no pretense of
being exhaustive, but it does indicate some of the more
dbvious linesg along whicn merked chnangec are taking place
or have already occurred. The county 'sea’c ig the center
of diffusion while the lines which rzdiste from it are those
formed by the railrcads and highways. In almost every
iustance, the introduction of some new element has been
effected by a resident who is not a native of the county,
by a member of the younger college trained group, or by
the touriets. With the increase in communication, and hence
in contacts of various kinds, there has been an increasing
rate of change, but this rate has fluctuated to some extent.
Immediately after the introcuction of the railroad there
%as 2 period of rapid ac'vanc; which decreased to some
extent during the early years of the century, if the
adoption of mechanical inventione is accepted as criteria,
and then became even more rapid as the highways progressed.
Further change is cumulative so that the larger the cultural
bage the greater the number of changes which may be expected
%0 oceur. Ag material traits approach more closely to
ideological traits, or as they are more intimately bound
U with the soil, they change less rapidly &nd less gener-

2lly. The glow change in food, in contrast to clothing, is
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an illustration of thic point. Also no aspect of the
material culture is more primitive than some of the agri-
cultural methods, while rude dentistry has disappeared
more rapidly than has folk-doctoring.

Geographiecel isolation, lack of communication and
of social contacts have only beea partial factors in the
general retardation. The poverty of the mountaineer has
been an important ocause. Although ignorance of other wys
of doing thaings wmas general, knowledge alone would have
been insufficient. 4is opportunities for gseeing new thinge
have increased, the industrial development has suoplied
work, and consequently purchasing ability.

New inventions necessitate adjustments, The good
roais followed the automobile. The early electrical
appliances preceded the development of an efficient power
plant. Such adjustments may be easily accomplished or
they may be far-reaching in their results. It may be main-
tained that because this county has merely adopted inven-

tions of others, it is barren of invenitive ability. &c-

tually,

of people affected too small to furnish a basis for any

conclueions on this point. Also, while emphasizing this

accumulation of new forms of maserial culture, it is quite

28 evident that the ola forms are disappearing in large

|
|
|

i

the period of time has been too short and the number
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numbers. This is only partially due to the death of the
older people for the county is still 102 newly setiled %o
have 2 large provortion of the very old. Reolacement ig
rapidly taking place althouzh a stronge mixture of the more
primitive and the more recent material cul*t:ure1 is chusrac-

teristic of the present etapge in generzl.

1. Perheps the following examples will guffice. In a one
hour drive from Bryson City to Almond and return the
following types of transportation were observed: a
limousine, a Ford roadster, a mule-dravn buggy, 2n O0X-
drawn wagon, and a donkey-crawn sled.

One house may have both eiectricity end running water,
while the house next door mey have neither, OF perhaps
2 single water spigot near the back door.

A fer homes in Bryson City have electric refrigerators,
others have the old variety, while still others con-
%inue to use & spring house for preserving food.
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CRAPTR IV
IDNOLOGICAT OR CUSTCY CFANGTS

it 48 a fairly well established fact that imporsant
ideological or custom chsngee take place more slowly than
do mechanical or meterial changes, though every material
change involves goae sori of ideological chzuge as well.
The utility of the material changes is clearly demonstrable
while gimple, old customs hawe strong tenure.
Family organization in the mountain counties is
still closely linked with the past in many aspects, but
modern ideas and conditions are resulting in obvious changes.
For purposes of ccmparison one may recall that
In the mountains may is lord, though he deigns %o
conzult his wife about family matters and may
tolerate a certain amount of shrewishness. He
seldom meddles in the house. As for outdoor work,
the woman does her share, dragging in with the
help of the children d2ad timber from the hill-
gides and taking a turn in the fields as well,
At table the wife stands and serves, or if seated
passes the dishes first to the men. (1)

She is known throughout the mountains as "the woman" orf

even as "the old woman",

Slowly is the man losing his patriarchal dominance
as material and non-material changes affect him and his

family. In general he no longer exerciges so much author-

1. Calhoun, Arthur: A Social History of the American Famill
v°1° III) pu 18-
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ity as formerly over his wife or over hig children. I%
w728 quite customary not many years z2po for the wife Yo have
to secure his permicsion before seclling her egms or even
before visiting a neighvor. But that time has passed
thous® the true mountainesr still does not lower his dig-
nity by tipping his hat to a woman. Though parents do not
control their children as strictly as formerly, the cpinion
of the older generation ie that they certainly s‘nould.1
And yet in 2 household which has an automobile, an electric
churn and washing machine and esimilar mechanical devices,
the father and husband may not have lost his patriarchal
dominance in corresponding ratio.

Mountain women are experiencing more freedom and are
having more of a voice in the affairs of the household.
They do not work as hard as in pioneer days for conditions
n0 longer necessitate it but they still chop the wood to
cook the dinnerz and milk the cows, for milking, through-
out the mountains, is regarded as woman's work. The attitude
among the more prosperous farmers is such that their wives
and deughters no longer work in the fields, but just outside

the county seat, one may pass 2 hillside farm on any fine

i

1. Rev, J. M, Smile
Iy Bryson Oity ngighbo* uses a double bitted axe 2Very

day.
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day in early summer and gee the entire family hoeing com
on the perilous slope.

The children as has been intimated are less under
the control of their parents. They are rarely punished in
meny of the more primitive homes, though "Spare the rod
and spoil the child! has not yet gone entirely oui of
fashion as a guiding princivle. Away from the beaten
track, the children often ssem as wild as little animels
as they peer around the corner of the house at a passing
stranger. The mountain boy has always been freer than his

sister and has early assumed an attitude of masculine

superiority. The girl, too, is being freed by means of
increasing contacts but while she may dress according to
the fashion, parental authority and local taboos still
limit her social diversions %o a great extent.

In general students of mountain 1ife report that
the families are happy ones and cares are few, Life is
eimple. The aged are held in great respect and the wrinkled,
old women are estores of curioua and interssting information.
Yet as modern ideas and modern conditions are being cissem-
inated, the old taboos are being broken. Tc some it seems
that husbands and wives have more gtrife than formerly

when there were fewer contacts ond few interesta.l Lmuse-

1. Mrs. Margaret Weeks; Urs, Caro Frankg.



&%

ments are taking parents as well az children away from
the home,

ilountrin families are notoriouely larze but they
are decrsesing in s:i.ze.l The decrezs2 is noticeable in
the towne rather then in tae county. The old sttitude
vag to have just 2s many children es one had time %o rear
while one grandsire, himseif the oldest of thirteen and
the father of twelve, szid "it 1ooks as though z body ought
%o have eight or 4en anyway.";" The decrease that is evident
bas been ascribed to several causes. MWarriages are oceur-
ring later, in genersl, s contacts and interests increase;
the women are freer and are having & better time so that
they do not wish to bother with many children; pioneer
conditions when there wae abundant land for all and a large
family was a source of pride and profit have changed. There
is some knowiedge of birth control but it is not widespread
50 that much importance can be atiributed o the changed
menner of living. Amusements are varied whereas in an
earlier day there were few interests, little reereaiion,

a
and eex dspire was probably more to the fore.

1. 1925 TRatio of 30.8 births per 1,700 population.
1820 f " 39.0 H o fi q
1915 1 v 38,7 n W " "

3. Rev. John Smiley.

3. Dr. p. R, Bryson.

4 Dr. D, R. Bryson.
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In Swain County family loyalty andé tisc of Linship
have been strong. They, too, are becoming less binding as
ploneer conditiong recede and they remain d-minant only in
criminal casee and in political struggles. In ¢his ag in
other changes in fawily organisation such aso the deorsase
in patriarchal authority and the increesed freedom of the wm
and ohildren.l the rate of change iz slow while as one pro-
gresses farther and farther from the county seat, they all

become less evident.

II

Harriage is occurring later. It is now rather
uncommon for the girl to be only fifteen or sixteen while

the boy is seventeen or eighteen. The prevailing attitude

throughout the county isg probably reflected in the state-
ment that "it wouldn't be out of place for a girl to wait
until she was twenty if she had a good chance."z The boy
might even be twenty-three to twenty-five. A young married
woman of more than averase education told the mother of
three unmarried children of eighteen, twenty and twenty-two

that it did not look as thourh she were going to have any

grandchildren. > There are no satisfactory statistics in

D Rt s ot ) s - Bryson; Hr. J. ®. Coburn.
2. Rev. John Smi;.ay:
$. lrs., George Tabor.
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Tegard to marrisge, but it i3 a mziter of empirical judg-
ment that there are more unmarried than formerly. The
population heae increzsed znd also women may have other
me2ns of gelf-support such z2s teaching, clerking in stoxes,
and office work of various serts. Intermarrisge among
neighboring families has formerly bsen a common occurrence
throughout the mountzina. Lack of conitacte was responsible
for this eo tunt it 1c scarcely an ideological change.
Aceording to Horzce Xephart in “Cur Southera THigh-
landars", divorce is rare in the mountains due to a sort
of tolerance on a broad plane. It is slowly increasing.
from 1887 until 1908 there was an average of four divorces
a year, while during the last decade there has been an
average of about ten each year, but the pcpulation has also
Increased during that period. The legal causes of divoroe
in North Carolina are two, adultery and abandonment. As
far ag legal cauees can be relied on, the former is much
the more frequent of the two. Although the majority of the
Pecple consider a divorce a sort of disgrace, it does not

Testrain them. Practically all the divorces are among the

PooTer and least educated group.l

S ———

1, up, S. W. Black.
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in education; changee have been more rapid and more
marked, though many modern school -buildings are cbill pre-
agided over by teachers vho use antiquated methods of
instruction. The first school in Swain County was estab-
lished in 1872 although as early as 1850 there had been
free schools in the portion of the county which formerly
belonged ¢o Macon County. That school attendance was not
congidered as important for the girls as for the boys is
illustrated by the higher percentage of illiterate among
the former in the census reports.1 Now the inhabitanta of
the county as a whole not only desire education for their
children, but also education close at hand. Hence the
majority of the schools are still in charge of one teacher
but they are scattered at freguent intervals throughout
the county.z The better educated members of a few of the
districts have seen the advantages to be derived from
consolidation so that their children are transplanted by
bus to the larger schools. In other districts, however,

this change, starting sbout seven years ago, has yet t0

p i 1990-—1111terate mal . ver 19,3
P females 21,07 es 21 years of age and ©

s 1927——10ta1 number of gchoolig: 81.
Total number of onz teacher scnools: 43.
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become iwmsritant. The desirs on the part of boys and cirls
%o attend colleges or the state university is yearly gath-
ering momentum. The changing attitude %oward education
is also seen in the way in which illiteracy is regarded.
Through the efforte of the clubwomen snd county school
system, a great. enthusiasm has recently beesn aroused for
night schoole and the majority of the county teachers are
giving their time, without remuneration, to help alleviate
this con@ition.

Another phase of education in which there has been
a decided change in the larger schosls is in the date of
opening, A quarter of a century a2go when children's labor
in the fields seemed so necessary the schools opened in
the middle of the summer and closed earl‘}'.in the new vear
before the planting season. A period of poor attendance
in the fall when "fodder pulling" and "corn shucking’
were at their height, wac expected. Children had ceased
being taken from the schools in the towns in order to
help on the farms long before theé school boards decided
that it was possible to begin the session in August or
Perhaps even as late as the first Monday in September. Al-
though the hours of the school dey now conform to those

elserhere, the old idea Pifty years ago wae that a school

™
-

day ghould be as long =28 & work day, that is from afte

breakfast until dark. Actually, it was never supporsed.
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The speech of the mountaineer of Swain County con-

teins many trases of eighteenth contury expressions and

n

is largely free from Negro influences. The effect of the
schools and of contze$e with educated people ig epparent
in the correction of some of ilie pronounced prot.acizlisms
bus many still remsin, particulsrly smong the older people,

for lenguage is tenscious.

IV

One important ideologicazl change is in regard to
community projects. In pioneer days, the neighbors gath-
ered for road building, house raisings, log rollings, "reil
maulings" and similar needs. Asg the county grer, this
early spirit was almost entirely lost. The mountaineer
while supremely loyal to family ties has not learned the
lesson of coSpgra‘cion. Only in the last few years hes @

change occurred. The people of the county se=t, who have

keenly felt their division according to denominational

lines and secondarily according to political lines, have
been slowly learning to codperate in civic movements such'
18 good roads programs or illiteracy campaigns.l The leaders

have chiefly been the men ané women who were not born ant

——

1. County fest ivale

3 civic improvement aicns, union
church servigces a . gt i

are further examples.
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Teared in the county. Only very praduziiv have people,
vnder these skillful leaders, besn led to Tealize the
2dventages of such measures and to unite %o bring 2boul
their reelization. The indspendence and self-sufficiency
which isslated mountain 1ife engendersz have had %o be
2djusted t5 the life of small towns. 1In the country dis-
fricte, the church is still the gathering place and the
focus of organization. 9inging conventicng and county
8chool meets are the most evident results of increased means
of communication and 2 county-wide co’peration. Heedless
%o point out, this accessibility and spirit are both less
fnlly developed as one goes farther bzck into the valleys

and coves.

v

The independence and hospitality of the people have
both undergone marked changes. 1In regard to the former,
the law 1s enforced more stringently than in many pleces
elsevhere. The inalienable right to "tote” 2 gun is mo
longer stoutly supported. Property rights are gradually
bei"g recognized so that one does not pacsture one's cattle

Or chop down trees at will though the ides of 2 pedestriz

i 1 is posted
Srespassing is unknown. In some Cases property lis posted,

forbidding hunting, but thie is not a usual procedure.
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Pzrents send their children to schosl a2ccording to compulsor
xttendsnce laws, giving up their right to eay vhether or
not the child ghall have 2n edueztiosn. The native moun-
taineer is still independens, #till doec not know what if
“aane 50 be under the avthority of anothsr, but ag tie
Pioneer conditions which foaterad this charactarisztic are
dizappearing, he is becoming less picturesque and less
decided in thie respect.

The notable nospitelity of the people has lost its

f2rvor in the more thickly populsted sections. As ztrangers

become lege of a novelty, hosritality becomes less pressing
In 2ll the towns and villagez there ara hotels or boarding
houses where the stranger is entertained for s price compal-
able with those in much larger and more comfortable estab-
lishments. A= one walks along a steep, rocky mountain road,
branching off from the highway, howsver, one is astill
invited to stop and "set = spell" at each home or even %o
"take the night". Here where communiocation is difficult
and 1ife ig monotonous, a chance visitor still meets mith
hospitable entertainment. Both the quality and the quantity

of the food may be uncertain, but it is generously sharec.

In the matter of amusements, meny changes are taking



plzce in Bryeon City =2nd ¢5 2 leseer exten:t in the lumber-
ing camps. The amusements of mountzin youth have 21lvays
been restricted. Very religious parsnte forbid dane¢ing and
card playing in 2 firm manner. The quilting bees, house
r2isings, 2nd shooting matches of an earlier day have
dieapveared and nothing hzs quite taken their nlzce. T-enty-
five yeare apgo there were no opvpertunitiss for boys and
girls to be thrown tocether erxceot for courting and this
was quickly followed by marriage.l Except for religious
g2therings, there are still few opportuniti=s for the young
people of the countrv districts to associate. The schoodls
are rapidly introducing baseball and basketball, but hunt-
ing 2and fishing offer the chief diversions for the bors
while their sisters lack even these. A box or "poke" supper
for some benefit is occesionally held. The girls prepare
lunches in fancy boxee or in "pokes" £or which the boys

bid. The purchaser of each box then eanjors itz conteonis

in compayiy with the young lady who prepared if. In those
familien where raligious mattera are not rszardsd quite so

dogmatically, sguare dances sometimes occur. A fifdle and

20321bly a banjo furnish the music. "Play-parties” are

Tegarded samewhat more $olzrantly.

————

i Le S R e
“r, J, T, Cohurn. ;
2. Parties where gamee furnish the diversion.
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In Bryson City and the even gaaller fowvas, bae
influence of rasidents who have come from largar cenbers
and of the fouriasts naz been fell ix} thig mattar »f amusze-
meats., Only withia tha laast fiva gears have dancing 2nd

ridze heeow: permistipls and evea then only Sh3 ehildren

o'

oy

o
L)

the more prosperous 2ad bether aducatsd "astivas" enjoy
these pastimas. Automovile riding, howzver, has becoue 2
county-wride pleasure. One other form of amusement 2fforded
the young people warich from its cbaractar is highly ap-
oroved of, is parties for the young people's societizs in
the churches. The sinzls picture show of the county is
locatsd in Bryson City. In general, all chaagee in amuse-
wents s2em very slow, bub it avne=rs evideat that the more
dspend2nt they are unon machanical means, the mors rapidly
they become diffused.

The celebration of holidays is still largely 2
fanily a’fair. Those most generally observed are Christ-
mas, Thanksgiving, the Fourth of July and Taster. The
characteristic =aysz in which holidays ara obearved slge-
whers are being adopted in the small towns bus they are
apreading slowly. "hen chicken fights were more populal,
ae importent Sournament of the year wac held on Zaster
Sunday. The wosh widely obzerved holiday ie Christmas. It

is celebrated by =ocial gatnarin: s, Gances, Sunday School




79

treez, which were iniroducsad ¥ Teszidenis couing Irom
‘outside”, big dinners, and getting drunk. 1% is also a
favorite day for marriages to take place. Horzce Kenhart
deseribes an earlier ay.

&8 2 rule, the only holidnys observe” in the
mountaing, outsicde the towns, =are Christmaes and
Haw Year's., Christmas is celebrated afizr she
southern fashion.... The boys and men, having no
Tirecrackers (which they would discain, smyray),
g0 about shooting revolvers and crinking to the
linit of capzecity or supply.... Shristnaz is a
day of license, of gencral indulgence, it béing
tacitly azsumed that punishment is reuitied from
any ordinary sins of the flesh that may be com-
mitted on that day. There is no church festivity,
nor are Christmas trees ever set up. Few mountain
c¢hilé ren hang up their stockings, and many have
never heard of Santa Claus. New Year's Day is
celebrated with whatever effervescence Tremains
from Christmae, and in the same manner. (1)

VII

Another ideological change relates to moonshine.
The name is deceptive for much of it is made curing the

43y, 4s early as 1887, Zeigler and Grosscup in writing

°f their travele reported,

or 'moonshining' &e it ie sometiues

e distiller works by tae light

4t ap prevalent in these moun-

upposed” n?d{ besices, it
2]

Blockading,
called, because th
of the moon, is noc
taine as is generzlly s
is growing less with evsry year.

——

L. F¥eohart, - Qur S e ders, p. 265.
EDL ‘jorace: r Southern 'lichlancers, I
2 ) Tne reart of tae Alle zhanies, p. 141.

+ Zeiglar an? Srosscup:




The statement ig just as sccurate foriy yesrs later,
It 1s Yrue that in %he eurly days of Ghe ocounty, 2 drink
of moonshine before breakfaszt was offten indulged in by old
and young =2like, but that custom has disd s=may. Aldhouzh
the residants of 9wain County arc gensrally rvasporied to be
making 1l2°s moonghins each year, the fact that 2 still was
cantured on an averwrs of avery five or six weske during
1927 afforce a basie for comparison. The mojern product
though often inferisr to the "likker" of a former day
through its adulteration with tobacco, bucksye or red
devil lye, finds a ready sale. The process has bsen re-

1!
duced from 2 period of sbout six waeks to two or three days.

JIII

Ideological clianges in religion are perhaps least
2asily and clearly observed and occur most slowly. The
use of pianos or individual communion gervices does not
necensitate a corres~onding modernity in doctrine. The
mountaineer is noted for his staunch suowort of his partic-
ular denomination and for his ability to cite biblical
quotations to prove any point in which he iz interested.

The Baptist church is the atrongest throuchout the county

1. Hr. J. E. Coburn.
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with the Methodist second in numerical status while there
is not a Catholic in the county. lo Jew has remeined in
this area for any length of time. Protestaniiszm is univ-
ersal. The general opinion expressed is that the churches
support all progreseive mensures. “hen it is Tecalled that
denominational lines largely determine the social organ-
1zation, and even one's physician and grocer, it ig evident
that this influence cen be enormous. R-vivals are slighily
less freguent in the towns 2nd as other emotional outlets
are obtained, religious ecstacies beeome less viclent.

The dominance of the church in regerd to amusements ie
lesgsening. CGradvally a more highly educated ministry is
being obtained where exhortation was formerly the chief

attribute. In doctrine, fundamentalism ptill pravzils.

IX

Thus ideological changes are taking place along these

and other lines, but they are taking place slowly. Ashe-

ville, sixty-five miles distant, is the principal center

of diffusion, both of material and non-material culfure in

its varied aspecte, for Bryson City which the l2tter in

turn becomes for the county et large. Printec material

afforde few girvect contacts in Bryson City and even fever

in the county because the circulation of both paeriodicale
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and newspapers is quite limiited as %he estimates given in
Chopter 11 indicate. The importsnce of the radio is in-
creasing but it is so recen® that it ie difficult to deter-
mine its influence. Uany of the changes observed zre
principally restricted to Bryson City and to a limited
vart of its populaition waile others are felt throughout
the county to 2 grester or lesc ertent, The wide éiffer-
ences in educationsl, social and economic advantages are
somewhat revealed by this. 1In evary example cited, the
ideological culture changes seem to have occurrei more
slowly than any aesociated mechanical ones. In general
they are less widely diffused also and are much more dependent
on direct contacts with other pesnle.

"Mithin the range of ideolomical culture the new ideas
are less widesoread than are the old. Community codper-
ation is less frequent than extreme family loyalty. Con-
solidated schools receive lazs general gupport than do the
one-teacher ones of the immediate community. In the matter
of inventions, the diffusion of the new elements corresponds
perhaps more clossly to that of the old but yet does not
equal it in most cases. The Ford is not as widely diffused
23 is the wooden sled. The barrel churn is not found as
frequently as i3 a gvoge jar with & dagher. The kitchen

¢abinet is not asg widely diffused as ir the cookine gtove.
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Thoush mzny factors are involved, one may generalizz by
saying that on the whole the newer inventions 2nd idess
are less widely diffused than are tae old.

Hany custom changes occur unconsciously. The more
rvelcome ones are those vhich are most closely linked with
preceding mechanical changes, in which some definite advan-
tage can be observed, or which necessitate the fewest changes
in the existing culture. In instances where icdeoalogical
changes, which might be expected, have not occurred, the
rapidity with which new cultural elements have been intro-

duced in a very short time, muct be taken into consideration.
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CHAPTFR ¥

RESISTALCE TO GIANGE

Resistance to chanze is closely linked with the
preceding chapber on ideolngical changes because the
resistinces seem more pronouncad in regard to them than
in razard to amsterinl chingen, waera the adeavtations %0
Ye made anG the advantazes to bz derived are more obvious,
Llso some customs are more rigid than others, due larssl
Yo the ocuestion of their ethical import. An invention
seldom achieves the ethical sanction which is such a factor
in various phases of family organization, for example, and
hence the former may be the more easily changed. The slov-
nese of ideological changes to take place is due to resist-
ance, to the solidarity of o0ld and established usages.
Conservatism is a recogiized trait of mountain peoples the
world over. Various ex-lanations of tais factor, which is
known tlw ethnologists as cultural inertia, have been set
forth.  Cultural forme may pereciet because they have
been found to have utility in that “they satisfy come indiv-

. ] 2
idual or social want,® Alzo, "Cultural forms may persist

apparently because it is easier tc usge an existingz form

1. Ogburn, William ¥.: Social G ;
AR, B Wb e Social Change, Part III, pasgin.
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2 1
than it is to create 2 new one."" A Turther factor is that
kncun as "vested interssis",

Among the chief factors which seem to determine
the rate of social change, by influencing the
incorporation or rejection of en innovation, is
vegted interest. Thic concept will be used both
in the restricted sense of economic interests
vhich resist changes that would affect adversely
the advantage obt2ining under the conditione held
prior to the innovation, &nd also in reference %o
that lese tangible vested interect bouné up with
the gtrugzzle to retezin siatus, reputation and
prestige. (2)

Tradition exercises a powerful s'ay. The old ways
of doing and thinking have been tried and found more or
less satisfactory where-c innovations are rather to be
feared. Habit is 2 gtrong paychological factor in tais
comnection. The lack of experience in making changee is
2lso involved. In some insiances there is a peculiar
Téspect for suthority whether it be that of 2n individual
OT an institution, either of which probably is strongly
traditional in viewpoint. Closely linked with this is
the idea of social pressure which leads to conforumity to
the standarde of the group. In some inetances this press-
ure sppears to be from & lower social class upward; in others, |
from a higher socizl clacs downward, In certain caces, the

3 - + & f! y a
éducational sysiem or the religious ten~ts may operate 28

—

1. Oeb ) ¥,: Sociel Chance, v. 159. )
% sfe?.f?’géi},iiﬁ%,: Soeial Tactors in Medical Progress,

W11,
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factors in resistance tc chznge. A very imnortant cause
nmzy be that cf pvoverty, cf lack of 2-ftusl eopital for secur-
inz new equipment. This may further overste to increase
the op-oaition to any innovation which may raise tae
exieting taxes. Often ignorance is a orimary cause.
Sheer lack of knowledge must in farct be overcome to at
least some extent before these other factore may operate.
The importance of means of communication is directly linked
mith thie.

The problem "ie often further complic-ted by the
personality and affiliations of the innovator."1 Simmel's
conception® of the rdle of the stranger in the community is
of interest in t:is connection for it har been the stranger
in a broad sense who has initiates most of the changes.

He comes from without but ae stays. Ffis qualities of
objectivity and freedom from convention are peculiarly
siznificant here for ne is not only able to see the need of
change but also to introduce it. He lacks the fixity of
those residents who simply never think a thing can be done

in any other than the customary way.

1. Ste{n, Bernard J.: Social Factors in jzedical Progzress,
P. 18.

Park and Burgess: Introduction to the tciencg of
Society, pn. 322-327.
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411 of these are by no means characteristic of every
example of resistance to change but neither is = single
factor a sufficient exolenstion for an~ specific caase.
There hae becn zome oppocition to every enterprise proposed
zlong any line. In the case of civic improvements such as
roads, paved gtr:ets and schosl mezsures, ignorance and
fear of incressed taxe=z have been larpelv operative. In
mARy enterpriges the fenr on the part of & certain class
of others coming in to supersede them in importance as
leaders in the community has been dominant. This latter
point of view ig by no means uncommon among the educated

and well-to-do clase of mountain people.

111

In politics, = peculiar shift occurred in 1898.
£t that time there wes a change made in the sta‘e consti-
tution reouiring the literacy test for voting. Yany
Democrate became Republican through their fear that the
Denocrat varty would ceprive them of thz privilege of
voting, Since that occurrence, the Pepublicans have largely
had control of tne politice of the county glthouch prior

to that time, one had recrcely ever been elected to office.
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In educational matters, conservatism haa been par-
ticularly appareni. This opposition is not confined to the
arents alone but in some cases the teachers also exercise
& strong influence against progress. The reason for this
latter point is due to ignorznce, habit, and their om
“vested intereste". They think that if the school tem is
lengthened, they will either have to discontinue their
teaching entirely or they will have to put forth consider-
able effort to raise their teaching certificates. Partic-
ularly in the one-teacher schools, they soon become one of
the people; they promote all the children at the end of
the term; and satisfaction is general. The local commities
recomnend them for reappointment so that the county super-
intendent can only weed them out slowly.l in regar® %o
both teachers and parents, it is, in general, the less
educzted who oppose progressive school measures.

A grest amount of opposition againet compulsory
education hac been evinced at various tises since its
aloption in 1913. Does not compulgory education interfere
"ith the inalienable right of men to deterumine what his
c2ildron should do? Then, too, the mountain man does nob

1. Ur. ¥, B, Wrignt, county school superintendent.




vant hiz offspring %o surpasc him in knowledre. There are

§till many persone like 01d Yve. Jenking vwho said she never

n2d any "iarnin'® and she got along all right so that her

grandchildren did not need any either.1 Esnecially in the

early days, the distances from school were often pgreat alego.
Hore recently, there has been pronounceé oppocition

to consolidation. The frequently expressed opiiion is

slmply that they "sre agin 1t".° Back of that lies the

8vay of tradition ané habit and ignorance. The schools

have been in the neighborhood for so long. Also there is

the feeling that their children aré not sufficiently well-

dressed to attend a school in town. When pupils come in

from the country schools, they frequently have to be put

back into a lower grade, but the parents want their childrenm,

no matter how poorly prepared, to be promoted regularly.

They even claim that more progress was made in the old four-

month term than is now made in six or eight monthe. Prob-

ably the moet important reason is the increase in taxes,

for the noverty of the mountaineer ie zreat.

Thatever the tvpe of opposition, it has been lessen-

i1g during the 1agt five or six years. Tn some instances,

this has been due %o the demonstration of the advantages of

1, ¥rs, D, R. Bryson.
2. Yr, N, E, "right.
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better scheols, The mounitzineer has had to be chown,

w
v

3ince the churches in the county tend to be more
conservative and more "fundamental” than those in most
larger places, their influence can scarcely be overestin-
ated. It is the vower of the churches which is chiefly
responsible for the attitude toward many amusements., In
the spring and autumn revivale, danecing, card playing and
the theater are favorite themes, particularly if the min-
ister has had a very restricted education. Resistance to
change in the matter of civice enterprises is largely due
to the extreme loyalty to the churches and to the lines
wailca have been established by them. Although codperative
crograme are now being developed, each church must still
have an adequate representation among the officers and
commitfeemen if the enterprice is to be successful, Hyms
are the favorite form of music: even the songs sung at the

various school exercises are limited almost entirely to them.

vI

The economic 1ifs of the couanty, as has dbeen stated,

has been closely linked with the develonpmens of the lumber
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industry. The truc mountnineer has no respect fov = tree,
feeling merely that the tiwbes is thsre to be exploited and
be is glad for the lumber operations that afford employment.
The opposition in this rezlm is very recent, huving been
aroused in connection with the =2gitztion in regard to the
droposed fuoky Mountzin Park, sprroximately two hundred
thousand zeree of which will iie in fvain county.1 The
lumber companies have oppceed it because it will include
lerge sectione of fine timber which they can never exploit.?
Their vesteg interests sre attacked. There has becn some
oppoeition on the part of the native residents zlso because
by the removsl of this ares from taxation, the tax burden
of the county will have to be borne by 2 smaller number

of people.

Vil

These are some of the more obvious cases of recistance

%o change, but deeply interwoven in the life of the people

1s 2 network of customs and mores which have percizted for

generationg in many cases and which axercice a conserving

Influence that defies estimation. 211 of the factors involved

e ——

1. see ¥a
5 D I1%. : 5 e e s
2 1n 1611, sixty per cent of Swain Jounty wezs held in

L : s45680
large blocks by speculators 2nd lumbarmen. Fr
Torest Conditignspin mestern North Carolina, D. 37.




in resistanc= %o change are exemplifis=é in goma fashion.
Many of thece folkwayg appezar under the guise of survivals,
Here, vrerh2ps what is regarded 23 woman's work will suffice
for purposes of illustrntion. The women ian the mountains
not only have 211 the household reasponsibilities which
include the gardening, milking, carrying of water from the
spring and often choppoinz wood and kindling, but they must
often help in the fields 211 day 21s0. This ig only begin-
ning to be questioned for the mores are strong znd a woman
is weak who cannot perform these strenuous tasks and bear
her huasband numerous children besides. When there was an
effort to establish 3 amall knitting mill in Bryson City,
the girls vwho hoed on the hillgicdes a%t home considered it
a lowering of their social status to come to town to work
in the factory.

As idealogical changes occur more slowly than do
mechanical changes, it is clear that resistances to change
aTe more pronounced and are more powerful in regard to the
former. According to ¥, H. R. Rivers,) moterial objects
and processes are spread merely by contact when other
fgatures of the culture are not necessarily affecteé while

"the social structure, the framework of socisty" is the

1. 3election in Fark and Burgesa: Introduction to the

Science of Sociology, p. 746.
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wsv fundamental of all the asnects of & culéure and is
fless easily chenged except 25 the rosuiit of the intimate

-~ X r—
blending of pecnles®. Tho presant data sesm %o corrobo

2té thig theory,
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CRLPTTE VS

SURVIVALS IN FOLKVAYS

Probebly no more interesting field of research can
be found in %he southern highlcond country with ita wealth
of possibilities than the survivale in fclkwave. Their
persistancz ig = common phenomenon and here the lag cften
carries one back %o eighteenth century customs. Geograph-
ical isolation formed what proved to be an almost insur-
mountable barrier for generations so that many folkways
became deeply ingrained in the cultural pattérn of this
homogeneous group of people.

Physical isolation favors the sway of custom.
In the 'valley closets’ of mountain regions
the o0ld endures long after the plains and sea-
bosrd population heve discarded it. (1)

These {survivals) are processes, custome, opin-
ions and so forth, which have been carried on by
force of habit into a new state of society differ-
ent from that in which they had their original
home, and they thus remain as proofs and ezamples
of an older condition of culture. (2)

In speaking of superstitions in his "Social Change”,
Ogburn notes that

whether these survivals be socially useful or not
they certainly ere not fossils, £ar they do func-
tion in the 1ife of the folk. (3)

orme of culture such as customs, beliefs, religlons
4 b0 o

urvive heecanase >€ @ utility they nosssss in

m

g- Ross, Bdvard A.: Social Psycholozy, v. 224.
3.

Tylor, Wdward B,: 2rimitive Culture, p. 18.
P 158,
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mer$ing weychological needs, (1)

Their valuation has beaen changet. (2)

In examining the survivales in folkwzys as they are
found throughout Swain County, one fincds many of them
falling into rather cefinite groups, suitable for class-
ification. In the realm of agriculture, the moon iec still
regarded as a potent factor. Tor %211 growth, plant in the
light of the moon. Corn is the outstanding example.
Flowers should be planted when the moon is full. Potatoes
plantei in the 11ght. of the moon run to vine instead of
making tubers. Hence they must be planted in the dark of
the moon, in February. Bbeans, pumpkins an¢ watermelone
vhould be planted when the sign is in the Arms. Herein liee
the forte of the popular almanac. Although no explanation
is offered, it is known that the planting of sage in the
garden will bring bad 1uck.3 According to Mrs. Dargan's
version, secured from her mountain meighbor, one must not
80¥ sace unless one wishes troubls, but one may either set

it out in bunches or get a strange woman who is passing to

1. Pare 154,
g- Page 153,

+ Uncle Abe Williams.
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ow i%. ©he iz safe for she loses her %rouble ag soom as
she crosses wate:.l

The moon playe an imporient function in other aspects
of life berides agriculture. One must not roof a house
with boards during the light of the moon, for if one does,
the ends will certainly "cup up". Neither ghould one lay
the worm of 2 rail fenoelin the light of the moon because
it »ill not remain etraight if one does.? If one kills
hoge when the moon is increasing in size, the meat and lard
will all fry away.s The state of the moon also portends
the weather. A cirole around the moon is a sign of a storm
while the number of stars within the circle indicates the
number of days before it will bresk. %hen the moon is
hooked up s0 one can hang a powder horn on it, dry weather
will follow. ™hen it i3 tivped up so water will run out,

it is known as 2 wet moon.

190

The mountain minister would be Scorned who had %o
depend on notes as he faced his congregation. Only in the

more remote churches to the men and women sit decorously on

1. Hrs, Olive Hargan: dighland Annalg, p. 29.
Se . dolpE T, D Bryson.
3. Ibid.



opposite eides of the church, but the practice n2s by no
neans been abandoned. Some of the members are s%till oprosed
%o organs a¢ "ginful®. The male leader of the singing

pitches the tune for the hymn, whicih men and women zlike

-

sing in = high-pitched, sirongly accented treble, with 2
tuning-fork. Part singing is unknown. In the country
churchee, shouting and bodily contort%ionsz though they have
lost gome of their fervor, still pereist. The bapticings
in the cold mountain streame afterwards are events of

interest and importance. Sabbath observance is rigorous.

Iv

Those who are not restrained by religious scruplee

attend the occasional country dances. Someone who can call

the figures ig in great demand. The fiddlers rouse the

dancers with their vigorous tunes anc¢ the gambol is on. In

& slightly earlier period, the couple "clinched" and danced

wtil exhauetion forced them to stop. Another amusement is

that of chicken fighting. Game chickens weTe formerly

Taiged to be fought, but the interest is cecrezsing.
3imilarly ghooting for beef and for turkey wexe favorite
eporte up to thirty yeare ago, but they %o» have declined
™2pidly. iIn turkey shooting, one shoots 2L the nead at

forty yards distance, and at one hundred aad seventy-five
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yards or 8o, one shoote a2t the entire turkey. The one vho

nits tne turkey wins it as the prize. Zeigler and Gross-

cup describe the shooting of beef as it Hook place at

its height.
Shooting matches are frequent, in the valley of
the wegbtern section. The prize is gensrally a
bee?. The time is in October, when the cattle, in
glezk condition, arTe driven down from tae moun-
tain summits., MNotice of the proposed match is
communicated to the settlers; and, on the stated
day, the adepte in the use of shooting-irons,
the place of contest.... Tvery beef makes five
prizes. GSometimes there is a2 sizth prize, con-
gisting of the privilege of cutting out the lead
shot by the contestants into thzs tree forming the
back-ground for the target. The value of the beef
is divided into shillinyg sharez, which are sold
to purchasers and then shot off. The best shote

take first choice and so on., Three judges
preside. (1)

'Possum hunting is frequently indulged in. Deer
hunting has died out due to the extinction of the epecies,
but bear-hunting is still a sport. And then there are the
wild hogs. The objects of prey are "razorbacks" that have
been turned loose in the forests to breed and grow fat on

acorns. Practically wild as they are, thneir hunting is

not without danger.

v

Courtship and weddings retain some of the old flavor.

1. Zeiglsr =nd Grosscup: The Heart of the Allechanies, ». %




"At thirteen, Fvviz w=e 't2lXing to' Qleve Saur.darn."l
iT2lking to" indicates courtship of a perious sort. These
courtshire are frequently vrief as youts forma fzirly elight
barriers to matrimony. "eddincs tzke place at home rather
tar2n in 5 church fthourh the loenl justice of the peace is
becoming incres-ingly porular, Cuch custome zr the guests
riding 2round the bride'~ home before entering have psssed
aray. The attendsnte of the bride and groom, usvslly one
for ezch, 2re knon enllonuinlly 2¢ “waitere”. The custom-
ary feast at the home of the groom, followring the ceremony,
ie known ae the infare. Sometimee this 1s deferred until
the second or third day, being preceded by a celebration

at the home of the hride., Honeymoons are unnovn outside

of the townz ang even there, they are rarely taken. The
"Shivaree"” ig » recent innovation which has spread through-
out this mountain region. Fence it poreibly should not

b2 inelided in thais discussisn. On the wedding night, the

boys of the neighborhosd collect cow-bells, horms, and
aliwat anything that will make 2 noise and sarenade the
young couple. The bridegroom then inviten them in and treate

them,

—

L ’";'.rs. Dlive Dargan: Highland Annalg, p. 110.
french--ghoriveri.
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s¥uneralizing” is another interesting, old mountain
custom waich though decreasing in practice is still =2 rite
in remote districtz. The term is used for funeral services
preached some %ime after the death of the person. As long
a2 period as ten years may elapse between the simple burial
and the funeral sermon, but the expressions of grief are
remarkably violent even then. There are various reasons
for this deferred service. The mountaineers are a clannish
people, Perhaps they wait until the return of a favorite
preacher who may have converted or married the deceased.
Again it may be due largely to whether or not it is a con-
venient time for the relatives to gather. In other cases,
no sermon is oreached until the husband or wife is 1laid
alongside the first deceased vears later. Freauently the
funeral sermon is preached during a Baptist association,

a revival, or an all day meeting.

Vil
Primitive or folk doctoring comes under the class-
ification or survivale. Native products have been widely

used.

¥hiskey means more to us mountain folks than
hit does to folxs in town, whar thar's druz-stores
and doctors., Let ary thing go wrong in tie
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fam'ly--fever, or snaxze bite, or sometain'--nnd

we can't get 2 doctor up avar les~ in three

days: (1) and it coets scand'lous. The only

medicines we-uns has is yerbs which customarily

ain't no good¢ 'thout 2 lectle sgrain o' whiskey. (2)

Herbs, some of vhose propartiecs were learned From
“he Indiang, are also in great favor where uged alone.
Boneget tea, an extremely bitter concoction, iz 2 romedy
for colds 2nd fever. Pennyroyal tea is also given for
colds. Coughs are cured by teas of wuliein and tame "cum—
frey". v“Shumake" (sumach! is good for an infiamed throat
while 2 tea made from balm or black snakeroot is prescribed
for fever. Then, there is pokeweed for "rheumatiz®, spig-
net for consumption, and rue for worme. Oatnip tea will
eafeguard babies against colic while sage tea and alum is
one of the numerous remedies for thrash.
The most popular and wide-spread cure for tnrash

is to hzve some one who has never seen his father blow in
the baby'es mouth. It ie also said that if water is gath-
ered in the mother's shoe 2nd used to rinse out the baby's
mouth, it =111 he cured. 4 less thoroughly authenticated

cure is simply to take a live minnow from the spring and

3
dray it through the child's mouth.

1. Highways have remedied this.
§' Kegh&r{, Yorace: Our Southern Tighlenders, P. 121.

+ Mrs. iihide.
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To cure shingles, kill a black cat, cut off the
$2il and rub the affected parte with it. Or ocut off the
head of 8 black chicken and rub the affected pa:ts.l

To cuTe ringworm, put some graine of corn on the
blade of an axe. Take = red, not shovel and burn them
until the juice rumns oud. Then rud this oil con the ring-
vorm. >

To cure nosebleed, string red corn on a black horse-
hair and tie eround the child's throa‘c.3 1f one can only
Temember, the repetition of the sixth verse of the six-
teentn chapter of Zzekial will also produce the desired
raault.4

kL particularly efficacious remecy for warts, so it
is claimed, is to count the number of warte on one's hand
and pick them until they bleed. Then take as many grains
of corn as there are warts. Put some blodd on each grain
and feed the corn to a chicken. The warts will disaopear.
Another method 18 to pick a wart until it bleeés, put some
of the blood on a dishrag and bury it under a rock. When

the dishrag rots, the wart will disappear.s The boys

“iss Jess Shank.
¥rs. ™Milhide.
Juége T. C. Bryson.

#drs. Olive Dargan: Highlend Annals, p. 28.
#ra. Mlhide. B 1= Ty

[ RN RAS N
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often tie 2 knot in 2 string and bury it. “hen the siring
Tots, the wart will disappear.. 4 fourth method is to have
the mart conjured off.g It will disapnezy within seven days.
Younds mey be stznched with dusty cobwebs and bound
W in 2ny sort of rag or perheps “sut” (soot) and 2 Tag
vill be used. Most of the doctoring such as this sounds
bighly improbable but it cen be verified in any true moun-
tain home. Practices that seem to oppose 2ll the dictates
of common sense are declared to be efficacious and the old

Women continue to brew their herb teas.

vIII
Superstitions are rife in this country. Dreaug are

Portents of grave importance. To dream of mudcy water is

2 sign of trouble. If one crosses muddy water, ome will

lose trouble. One may also recover from certain types of

Every step in one's

d that never

11lnees on crossing running water.

stocking feet ig a step in trouble wnile & chil

falle out of ped is sure to die. To forged gomething and

80 back for it is a sign of bad luck. 8neezing three

timeg in succession is & sign of 2 death. The trelve

S ——

é' Figcher Black.
+ Jdudgze T, D, Bryson.



104

1
Ruling Days cont=in imdortz=né indications as to the

future. "3ascafac! (s2zsafras) is never dburned bzcauce to

ct

do =0 would cause 2 death or a very savere accident. If

2 dog howls a% 2 certaia time of &the nigat, it iz 2 3izn
of deatn. To sweep oui-oi-doors after da2rk or toc zvwesp
undar a sick ved will surzsly bring bad luck. This liet eof
miscellaneous sunersititions does not pretend to be exhaust-
ive but it cdoes in some measure indicate the intimate way
in which superstition invades every portion of the mcun-
tainesr's daily routine. These are transmittec orally

and can only be maintsined in their strength and vigor in

a relatively isolated group.

IX

Although belief in witchcraft is on the decline,
traces etill remain. On "Larkv",2 there are several fam-
ilies in which belief in witches is still a part of the
folkways. In making bread, they used to h2at the milk and
drop in a piece of silver to take the witches out. Joe
Barker is reported to have sz2id that until the death of

the old Upton woman between five and tea years ago, he

1. The twelve days betvean New and 01d Jhristmas, both of
which have been observad in some sections of the mountains.
2. Alarka Creek,
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they ren aan.l Deep Oreck wue ancing
in witcheraft where there even came Lo be witch doctors.
dne guch doctor it is s2i2 put ud ctiicken bonez and the
Tirat one who came under those bones wze identified a3 the
mitch.” Such datz is difficult to evaluate, but belief in
witcheraft in pioneer days =nd lingering tracez of it

today ean scarcely be negated.

There are found many old women who smoke clay pipes,
2 survival probably brougnt over a century or t~o ago by
their grandmothers and great-grandmothers from Ireland.
The men usually chew tobacco while the younger =onen
dip snuff, ueing a "toothbrush" made of =z twig of birch
whose end nae b=sn chewed into splinters. FEven in the
towns, "suuff-dipping", in private, is extensively indulged

in by women native to the mountains.

XI

#fanners are alsc of great importance., In approach-

>

Mr. J. ®. Coburn.
Pev. Jonn 3miley.

N =t
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ing a cabin, one does not =2lk up to the door =nd knock

but 2t gome little distance a loud hello2 ipg given to warn
the occupanie of one's approach. Onc speakz to 211 pacsers-
by be they friends or etrengers while the use of the given
nzme in address ie customary. Any visitor is aslways hos-
pltably invited to remazin for a meal, all day, or even over
night. Illness is always an excuse for msny and lengthy

visita.

XI1

It is perhaps well to conclude this list of sur-
vivals with one of the most appealing sounds of the mountain
country, that of the cow-bells. When cattle roamed at
will on the hillsides, they could be located by these bells
in the evening. Though they are now confined to pastures,
the leader of the herd still wears a bell which can be

heard as the cowa are driven to and from the pasture asch

day.
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CHAPTER VII
CORCLUSIONS

Nom the ouestion arizes as to hov faor onc may con-
servatively zeneralize from this body of fzecvual data on
drain County. From comperis-ons with the relztively emsll
amount of literature on the Jouthern Apnclachian icuntains
as a2 rhole, vhich indicat~2c the racial and culiural homo-
geneity of the peonle, it may ke zssum=C that cultural
changeg and the processes by which 3iffusion takes place in
any one county are fairly repressntative of what is taking
place in other counties or of what may be expected to take
place. The esimilar changes occur:ing in neighboring countiee,
such as Jackson, Clay, and Haywood substantiute this. In
the Particular,,xelativeiy isolated county being investi-
gated, practically all the changes of significznce have
occurred within the last trenty-five years, most of them

vithin ten yeare while 2 remarkable number have taken place

within the brief space of five years. HHence 2 biological

explanation would not only be inadeguate but also absurd.
The cultural a-nects alone can be investigated in tais case.
It ig svident that the réi: of communicztion cannot

fommunic=tion has made noztible the contacts
In fact

be minimized.

vhich have resulted in the rapid cultural growth.

this growth appears to have taken place in 2 direct ratio
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with improvemsnts and advances in means of communication.
Thae two most significant periods of change have been those
following the introduction of the railroads and of the
highrays, between which a period of less importznce, in a
cultural sense, intervenzd., Theze two means of communica-
%ion have been largely rssponsible for the immigration of
new individuals or familiss who have iantroduced nsw ideas
and new inventions. Physical isolation has bee=n overcome
and every phase of the people's lives has been affected
directly or indirectly by the diffusion of culture from
centers outside the mountain section. These chang~g have
be~n dependent not only on the railroads and higaways but
also on the telegraph, telenhone, newspapers and period-
icals and more recently the radio. These mechanical
elements have been determining factors in both the material
and the non-material aspects of the culture and the changes
which have occurred as a result have produced resistances
of varying significance.

The most obvious changss for which the means of com-
manieation seem elther directly or indirectly rzsponsible
have baen those classifisd az o part of the material culture.
They include changsc in n2anz of tranagportation, in wmealih
nradasction, in food =nd clothiinz, in the consgtruction znd

furaisiing of homes, in the curc of the sick and in Zact,
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in probably every phase of life that involves tae use of
2oy sort of mechanical device. These mechanical inventions
have, in general, been readily accepted and diffuse¢ aloeng
the increasing lines of communication from Bryson City as
the center throughout the county, but less readily and less
quickly where communication is still difficult. Not all

of them have diffused at tine same rate, but as communica-
tion becomes ensier the rate of diffusion increases. Dis-
regarding other factors than the importance of communication,
the phonograph has spread more rapidly than the piano,
Teady-to-wear clothing more rapidly fhan sewing macaines.
Altaough o013 forms disappear as they are repiaced by newer
ones, culture tends to be cumulative so that the present
cultural base ie much larger than it was even a decade or
two ago. The introduction of the mechanical inventions has
been principally due to the efforts of residentes wno were
not native-born, to college-trained native young peovle,

and to tourists. This implies that there must be not merely
communication for culture to diffuse but that other factors
are definitely involved. Knowledge of inventions, purwvoas-
ing power, freedom from the bonds of tradition may be sug-
gested. Furthermore, it seems relatively clear that the
closer meterisl culture anproachez non-waterial culture the

less readily it is adopted. New inventions necessitate
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adjustments both of 2 mechanical sort and of an ideological
nature. Such adjustmente meet resistances of varying intens-
ity which must be overcome before thorough diffusion of

any culture %rait may occur.

No important contribution to the stock of material
culture has been made by reaidents of the county thempelves.
The process hag been one of adoption and adaptation alone,
but if one accepte the theory that inventions are largely
due to the size of the existing cultural base, the period
of time has been ftoo short to draw any conclusions.

Ideational or custom changes have followed moré
slowly and have affected the 1life of the peorle in a less
fundamental manner. They are diffused less widsly and less
thoroughly. The tenacity of custom precludes its downfall
=ithin 2 decade. Diffusion is more dependént on éirect
contacte of people than on mechanical change. Meny ideas
have become incorrorated in the mores and so have acguired
2 significance 2nd a value that inventions ususlly lack.
The more remote the phase of life from material culture
the more difficult it is to change. Within the period
studied, changez in the non-material culture, suck ac in
education, in family organization, and in amusements, have
unquestionably bepun to take place but they can scarcely be
evaluated. They are linked with communicetion, with

mechanical changez and with the influence of "outsiders®.
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Sot only less tasngible in the beginning, caznpgezs occur more
slowly and in less pronouncec fashinn than in the cece of
mechaniczl inventions. The ner ideas are lese widely dif-
fused than are the old. Community coOporation is less wide-
spread than & epirit of indevendence, Christmus trees

than chooting and drinking celébrations of December trenty-
fifth. To draw more specific conclusions is perhaps
unwvarranted for the period of time involved has been t6o
brief,

It has been recognized, tnat there are definite
fictore in opposition to all change, and varticularly to
ideational change. These resistances w'ich have been dis-
cussed in some detail in Chapter V mzy be briefly sumer-
ized as utility, vested interestr, tradition, habit, respect
for authority, social prescure, poverty, ignorance, and the
Personality of the innovator. All of them have onerated
in the direction of resistance to change in some manner
and at gome time. They hzve been manifested not only by
the more primitive portion of the population but also by
the more advanced. The opoozition connected with the various
aspects of the school system, for example, includes most of
“hem. Such resistances have been more powerful and more

Wide-gprezd than have those encountered in the diffusion of

the automobile, for example. Churches have resisiec change
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whers musical instruments have spread rapidly. The more
ideclogical a change the more resistance it rill encounter.
Survivals are numerous. A8 one pProgretses nearer
to centers of many social contacts, however, they decrease
both in numbers and in the weight attached to them for the
more numerous the contacts, the more quickly are old customs
replaced. Herbs are still used as remedies in the remote
valleys, but the nearer one apnroaches to the county seat
the more customary are patent medicines anéd tha prescrip-
tions of the local physicians. That it iz not merely the
survival but also its emotional accompanimont that is
important is emphasized by Marett.
I would ask the folk-lorist, then, when he reports
2 plece of rustic custom, not to neglect the
emotions that are hidden away behind the super-
ficial sayings anc doings, since the former belong
not to the mere context and atmosphere, but to
the very essence, of what he has to study. (1)
Survivals are observable in practically ev-ry phase
of life, but a rapidly growing culture is scarcely fertile
soil in which they may continue %o flourish. That they
are decreasing in potency is evident.
Thue, on the basis of the data examined, it may be

ascumed that these generalizetions in regard to the dif-

fusion of culture in the relatively isolated amountain county,

Lo s Rarstt; iR SR Psychology and Folk-Lore, p. 20.
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Swain County, North Corolina, are applicable not merely
t2 this eingle arez but to thoe Southern Appalzchian Houn-
taing ap 2 whole., Turthermore it seeme highly probable
that they would be applicable in general to any compar-
able isolated cection undergoing the process of a rapid

diffuzion of culture in the present period.
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