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Follow along!

http://tiny.cc/alonline



Let’s do a quick poll!
http://tiny.cc/alonlinepoll

http://tiny.cc/alonlinepoll


Universal 
Design for 
Learning 

(UDL)



Universal Design for Learning 
is an approach to curriculum 
that minimizes barriers and 
maximizes learning for all 
students.  
-CAST “UDL at a Glance” Video

https://youtu.be/bDvKnY0g6e4


Universal 
Design for 
Learning:

Provide multiple means of 

Representation. 
Present content and information in 
multiple media and provide varied 
support.  Use graphics and animations, 
highlight the critical features, activate 
background knowledge and support 
vocabulary so that students can acquire 
the knowledge being taught. 



Universal 
Design for 
Learning:

Provide multiple means of 

Action and Expression.
Give students plenty of options for 
expressing what they know and provide 
models, feedback, and supports for their 
different levels of proficiency.  



Universal 
Design for 
Learning:

Provide multiple means of 

Engagement
What fires up one student won’t fire up 
another!  Give students choices to fuel 
their interests and autonomy. Help them 
risk mistakes and learn from them. If 
they love learning, they will persist 
through challenges!



Why does it matter?



Accessibility



Students 
Disclosing 
Disabilities:

“Just a quarter of students who 
received help for their disabilities in 
high school acknowledge in college 
that they need the same assistance.”

● 94% of high school students 
report disabilities

● 17% of college students report 
disabilities

“Colleges respond to growing ranks 
of learning disabled”

http://hechingerreport.org/colleges-respond-to-growing-ranks-of-learning-disabled/
http://hechingerreport.org/colleges-respond-to-growing-ranks-of-learning-disabled/


ADA 
Compliance:

Under federal law, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
and Titles I and II of the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) are applicable 
mandates for the university’s 
efforts to provide electronic 
accessibility to persons with 
disabilities.  



National 
Center for 
Education 
Statistics

In 2013-2014, 
13% of 
postsecondary 
students listed a 
disability on this 
list.  

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=64
https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=64
https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=64
https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=64


UDL can benefit all 
students, not just 
those with 
disabilities!



Some Tools and Resources to get you 
Started with UDL:

CAST 

CAST Free Learning Tools (curriculum checker), 

NC State Center for Universal Design 

National Center on UDL (Examples and Resources) 

http://www.cast.org/
http://www.cast.org/our-work/learning-tools.html#.WYsPE4TysdU
https://projects.ncsu.edu/ncsu/design/cud/
http://www.udlcenter.org/implementation/examples


Online 
Teaching



Online Education Growth:
● More than one in four students (28%) now take at least one distance 

education course (a total of 5,828,826 students, a year-to-year increase of 
217,275).

● The total of 5.8 million fall 2014 distance education students is composed of 
2.85 million taking all of their courses at a distance and 2.97 million taking 
some, but not all, distance courses.

● Public institutions command the largest portion of distance education 
students, with 72.7% of all undergraduate and 38.7% of all graduate-level 
distance students.

● Only 29.1% of academic leaders report that their faculty accept the “value 
and legitimacy of online education.” 

OLC: Distance Education Enrollment Growth Continues

Taken from “Online Report Card: Tracking Online Education in the United States” 

https://onlinelearningconsortium.org/news_item/babson-study-distance-education-enrollment-growth-continues-2/
https://onlinelearningconsortium.org/read/online-report-card-tracking-online-education-united-states-2015/


How can we improve our 
teaching practice and 
incorporate UDL into 
online instruction, 
courses, and materials?



Active 
Learning 

Pedagogies



Active learning instructional 
strategies include a wide range of 
activities that share the common 
element of involving students doing 
things and thinking about the things 
they are doing.
-Active Learning: Creating Excitement 
in the Classroom, Bonwell and Eison

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED336049
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED336049


Activity time!

http://tiny.cc/alonline2



Active 
Learning 
Activities:

● Think Pair Share
● Peer review and peer learning
● Collaborative writing
● Small group work
● 1 minutes papers/presentations
● Student led sessions
● Students making materials 

within the class
● And more



Synchronous

● Preparation is key
○ This does not mean memorize a script

● Don’t be afraid to have activities that you would utilize in 
your face-to-face
○ Make sure your activities connect to SLOs

● Think about if you need “requirements” in your session
● Let students use the chat to interact with each other
● Know your SLMS tool, including features and limitations
● Flipping instruction works well in an online environment



Synchronous

SLMS (WebEx, Zoom, etc)

Polling

Google Apps - Collaborative Writing

Breakout rooms



Asynchronous

● Discussions
● Videos
● Collaborative Writing
● Interactive Modules
● Form Activity (with rubric for assessment)



Asynchronous
Tools: 

Google Forms

Google Docs

SoftChalk, Captivate, etc (interactive modules)

Blogs

LMS (Learning Management System)

Edpuzzle



Sample Activity for Synchronous Instruction:

Makerspace Website Activity: 30 minutes, 30 students

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jcNEMfz5Yc4xeJBtUSepEPx6AR9KSl5AXC4EX9Gaohc/edit?usp=sharing


Google Forms Activity:

Using Google Forms to assess students is a great strategy for activities in an online 
course.  The examples linked below show an example of a librarian doing an 
activity paired with an ENG 101 persuasive argument essay assignment.  With this 
activity, we wanted students to gain an understanding of getting started on 
research, website evaluation, and online resources for their essay.  

Example of Form

Example of Responses

Example of Rubric Assessment

https://docs.google.com/a/uncg.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUPS_yYYSZgxmWbFJkvJvLiHSczVlZ0T8Q0uvZ7pQP7zGGYg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1O7Rgrwtn3jOblcignuod0EK7cLqsw1mvZ2oNgjPGAro/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rnn1ocQp-z-cZ4pxdDcpeMtTO2VesMIgjv-xWT5-1EU/edit?usp=sharing


Interactive Module: SoftChalk Example



Examples of Interaction: Polling



Polling Tool Examples:

Google Forms

Socrative

Poll Everywhere

Mentimeter

Sli.do

Kahoot

Plickers

And more!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_ODPMFKP3nbovbsxTBu_ow_DEMOSfrmDUedojnRm7KA/edit?usp=sharing


Examples of Interaction: Padlet

Group Activity about Bridges

Themes in Persepolis

Best on Education

https://padlet.com/gallery/groupactivitytemplate
https://padlet.com/gallery/persepolis
https://padlet.com/gallery/edu


One more Padlet…

http://tiny.cc/alonline3



Questions?

Contact:
Amy Harris Houk
a_harri2@uncg.edu

Samantha Harlow
slharlow@uncg.edu

Survey: 
https://goo.gl/forms/Z
WP373y5O7rvDpR23

mailto:a_harri2@uncg.edu
mailto:slharlow@uncg.edu

