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The Impetus to Collect?
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Frederick Olds and the Hall of History

WHAT ARE YQU DOING - |
T0 CRUSH THIS THING ? -

MEN 18122122 3]24] JOIN THE

ARMY! ENLIST ! §









Plan of Action — Post W ar Documente




“Every Scrap of Material”

After the Armistice in 1918, the North Carolina state
legislature created the position of “Collector of War
Records” that relied on a network of “citizen volunteers” to
broaden the reach of the project.

Citizens were charged with gathering “every scrap of
material” related to the Great War.

House attempted to educated the people of North
Carolina the importance of preserving their wartime
participation.

There was a specific push to chronicle the collect material
that illustrated “the spirit of the people and their
contributions to the cause.”

“I have the formal reports, I want color and North
Carolina character.” He sought not only the soldiers but
also every community’s “quiet hero.”






Positive:
Significant strides with war time T
documentation, with one centralized MAKE READY F

R GREATER SERVICE
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Set the stage for further collection
opportunities

Shaped a more inclusive approach to
documenting underrepresented
populations

Created an effective model for SOhE To SUMDTE ,'5;

chronicling America’s participation in CONFERENCE 2£ Y\
World War II T NORTH
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Results

Negative:

Participation by citizen archivists

« ° o O »
spasmodic and ineffective

producing uneven results

Overburdened by administrative
obligations - it was difficult to
venture out into the field to meet
with meet with collectors and
donors

Was not able to write the official
history of North Carolina’s
participation in the Great War
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