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During the turbulent decades that encompassed the transition of the North
American colonies into a Republic, America became the setting for a transformation in
the context of political friendship. Traditionally the alliances established between elite,
white, Protestant males have been most studied. These former studies provide the
foundation for this wor k -tpoliticalxetatonshigss t he
formed with and by women, persons of diverse ethnicities and races, and numerous
religious persuasions in political activity. From the outset this analysis demonstrates
the establishment of an uniquely American concept of political friendship theory which
embraced ideologies and rationalism. Perhaps most importantly, the work presents
criteria for determining early American political friendship apart from other relationships.

The central key in producing this manuscript was creating and applying the
criteria for identifying political alliances. This study incorporates a edisspline
approach, including philosophy, psychology, literature, religion, and political science
with history to hone a conception of political friendship as understood by the Founding

Generation. The arguments are supported by case studies drawn from anatjeof

primary documents. The result is a fresh perspective and a new approach for the study of

eighteenth century American history.
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A NOTE ONTHE TRANSCRIPTION OF PRIMARY DOCUMENTS

In this manuscript quotations from primary documents have been kept in their
original formand appear iitalic. In mairtaining what appears as igimcratic
capitalization the intent is to illustrate stressed wording. Spelling is retained as written as
it relays accents which enhance time, plaand often situation. Origahpunctuation is
preserved for it often reveals diction and thought process. | have indicated any changes
or additions to the original in brackets. This is done only when the original meaning

might be obscured.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

Scholars have, traditionally, examined the phenomenon of political friendship in
early America through an elite, white, Protestant realéeague perspective. White
males, due to the privilege of their race and gender, lefatgest collections of
documents. Reasonably, most scholarship of political activity during the eighteenth
century has focused on them. The scholarship on white males, often dismissed as elitist,
at least provides an pprtunityfor deeper analysis agender, class, ethnicity, ragand
religion in Early America This studycomplenentsand builds upompast research
explains the concept and foundation of political friendséxplores possible
rationalizations behind political alliancemnd illustrats that political activity was not the

sole domain of white Protestant miefror Americanspolitical friendship from the

! Ethnicity indicates shared genealogical (or ancestral) base, cultural traits, and history. An ethnic group
can also claim distinction by religion and/or linguistics. Race is based on shared biological or genetic
makeup. Race divides human beings oe Hasis of physical characteristics: skin color, bone structure,
and/or hair texture. Discussions on ethnicity and race in the Atlantic World can be found in Ronald H.
Bayor,Race and Ethnicity in the Atlantic World: A Concise Hist@gambridge: HarvartUniversity Press,
2003); Nicholas Canny and Anthony Pagdg&alonial Identity in the Atlantic World, 1560800
(Princeton: Princeton hiversity Press, 1989); Richard Dur8ygar and Slave: The Rise of the Planter
Class in the British West Indi¢€hapel Hil: University of North Carolina Press, 2000); Linda Heywood
and John ThorntorCentral Africans, Atlantic Creoles, and the Foundation of Amgi@ambridge:
HarvardUniversity Press, 2007y¥im Klooster and Alfred Paduldhe Atlantic World: Essays onaSkry,
Migration, and Imaginatior{Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Pearson, 2005); Peter Linebaugh and
Marcus RedikerThe ManyHeaded HydrgBoston: Beacon Press, 2000). An alternative to traditional
interpretation is Mervyn C. AllyneConstruction and Bpresentation of Race and Ethnicity in the
Caribbean and the Worl(Kingston, Jamaica: West Indies University Press, 2002). Specific to African
experience see Ira Berliklany Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America
(Cambridg: Harvard University Press, 1998); Gwendolyn Midlo Haftjcans in Colonial Louisiana: The
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Colonial Period, through the American Revolutiand into the New Republigas not
simply alliances constructed for political, econonor personal gain. It was a
combination of ideologies, political activity, and, as willdi®wn a category of
friendships that had distinperimeters.

Political activity flourished in the eighteenth century Atlantic World. Inhabitants
in the colonis, in large numbey were experimenting with modern intellectual
conceptions and combining ideals that stemmed from classical, regpuleficical, and
moral considerations. Against this backdrop the study of political friendship provides the
researcherral the reader a means for examining the conscious political decisions made
by individualswho wereunited by objectivethat served thbest interestof other
humans.How did friendship between political allies enable individuals to pursue their

objectives and attempt to secure their political goals? What expectations of success did

Development of Afr€reole Culture in the Eighteenth CentfBaton Rouge: Louisiana State University

Press, 1995); Herbert S. Kleifihe Atlantic Slave Tradg€ambridge:HarvardUniversity Press, 1999);

Edmund S. Morgammerican Slavery, American Freeddiew York: Norton, 1975); Philip Morgan,

Slave Counterpoint: Black Culture in the Eighteenth Century Chesapeake and Low (Ghajpg! Hill:

University of Norh Carolina Press, 1998); Anthony PareRbul Means: The Formation of a Slave Society

in Virginia (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003); John ThorrAénica and Africans in

the Making of the Atlantic Worl@CambridgeHarvardUniversity Press, 1998)Peter H. WoodBlack

Majority: Negroes in Colonial South Carolina from 1670 through the Stono Reb@\mm York: Norton,

1974). British identity in the Atlantic World is best examined by David ArmitageTedgries of Empire,

14501800 (London:Variorum Press, 1998); Bernard Bailyn and Philip D. Morgan, e8isgngers within

the RealmCultural Margins of the First British Empir@Chapel Hilt University of North Carolina Press

1991); Nichol aMlani@adistory, or, REcanfigurtg the History of Colonial British

A me r iTheaJouinal of American HistoB6 (1999):10981 1 14; Canny, fAThe Briti sh
Wor ki ng Towar dsstorgal DarfalXXXill{190n47%9 7; Cannylg- iThe Ang
Ameri can Col o rHistarlcal BurnalXXIV (89810: 4856 03; Canny, AThe |1 deol
English Col oni zat i onWiliamr&dary QuaredydXX dL973)o57598)Starlleg a , 0

N. Katz and John M. Murrin, ed<olonial America Essgs in Politics and Social Developmegitiew

York: Knopf, 1983).



they harbor? How did their activities fit into historical conteXt?at their actions reflect
corcerns both within the confines gender, clasgthnicity, raceandreligion, but also
across the constraints of socially and culturally constructed boundaries adds significantly

to the richness and texture of American political history.

Identifying Political Friendship in Early America

Three criteria were consistantearly American political friendship. First, the
partners shared a specific godhe objectives were not restricted to national aims but
could be founded upamgional, state, local, community, ethnic, or cultural concerns.
Secondlythe ecognition that selinterest was secondary to the common interest (public
good) was central. Onebds country (region,
to bethe priority. Therefore, civic duties were primary to individual rightirdly,
there existed an expectation of personalrabter based on a set of idealdentral among
the ideals were honor, pasvistuieoRolititae i nt er est
friendship was public, it was private, and it was personal.

Individuals of the @jhteenth century appreciated the complexities of the concept
of friendship. Letters, in particular, demonstrate thee of thdermto represent
numerous categories of relationshikistship, afamily member closely or distantly
related; religious affiliationbusiness partnershipinancial alliances; mentegurotégé
relationshipsgomradeshifpetween men who had served in military capacity;
relationships of genuinely shared personal fondness; pagpaad friendship as

political alliance. A relationship could be based on one category of friendship or several



overlapping forms.Individuals were often involved in several forms of friendship

simultaneously.

Table 1. Possible Categoried Eighteetth Century American Friendships

Examples of
18th Century F_riendship

| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
A Business/ Ef - Mentor- : Military
Kinship Professiona Religious Political Protege Private Patronage Association

Table 2. CrossCategory Character of Political Friendship

Religious



This is not to say that people of the era intentionally categorized themdgehiae most
part, research for this study indicated that they did not. They did, however, have specific
cultural, social, and ethnic groupings, ifamily unit, church, or religion. How, one
might question, could family members also be political igshBecauseditical
friendship was a form of friendship in itself was a relationship that existed for political
objectives, based dhecommon good, and love of country. Brothers remained family
even in political opposition, but a politiceiendship did not exist without its three
central criteria.

This study illustrates that revolutionary era generations underBtendshipas
an arena where ideology, as well as rationalism and tradition, reigristory, religion,
philosophy, and g@litics honed American conceptionsrgdments and essays, concepts

and commentary, crossed the Atlantic and thrived in an atmosphere that prometed self

2 Resources that address the influence of enlightened rationalism, natural law, history, and philosophy
on the Americans and their formation of ideology and politics see Bernard Bdiéptogical Origins of
the American RevolutohCa mbr i dge: Harvard University Press, 19¢
Phil osophy of Hi st orThe Historianlh €95#).ald281dH. Treyor Edbbumne r s, 0
The Lamp of Experience: Whig History athe Intellectual Origins of the American Revoluti@hapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1965); Paul K. Coni8elfEvident TruthgBloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1974); Merle Cufthe Growth of American ThougtiMew York: Harper1943);
Richard B. Davis| nt el | ect ual Lif e i-1830(Clapef Hillr Universidy ®f Nbrihr gi ni a,
Carolina Press, 1964); Ralph Ketchufmgm Colony to Country: The Revolution in American Thought,
17501820(New York: Macmillian, 1974); Henrilay, The Enlightenment in Ameri¢®xford: Oxford
University Press, 1976); Forrest MacDondlidyvus Ordo SeclorunfLawrence: University of Kansas
Press, 1985); Clinton Rossit&eedtime of the Republic: The Origin of the American Tradition of Liberty
(New York: Harcourt, 1953); DarreBtaloff, Hamilton, Adams, Jefferson: The Politics of Enlightenment
and the American Foundin@New York: Hill and Wang, 2005); Gordon S. Wodtdhe Creation of the
American Republic, 1776787 (Chapel Hill: University of Not Carolina Press, 1969); Woothe
Radicalism of the American Revolutigwew York: Knopf, 1992); Benjamin Fletcher Wright, Jr.,
American Interpretations of Natural Law: A Study in the History of Political Tho{igv York: Russsell
& Russell, 1962).



made betterment, thought, ambition, commerce, and liBevether formed from
foundations of familycompanionship, interests, utility, or necessity, friendship was
reciprocal and the people involved influen
supported ideasEnlightenment theories and political practice became integral to social
discourse in ey America.

Despite marked regional di fferences, Am
group identityo by fAthe mi ddltlwesbasedcimldrges o f
part,tons hared experiences, fAdachievements and b

pr o s p erketBatishthad developed a keen sense of themselves as separate and

% Resources that explore development on the importance of refinement, advancement, and commerce in
the construction of American ideology include, but are not exclusive to, Joyce O. Appéditalism and
a New Social Order: The Republican Visiorttef 1790gNew York: New York University Press, 1984);
Rebecca Ann Bacl@olonial Transformations: The Cultural Production of the New Atlantic World, 1580
1640(New York: Palgrave, 2000); Bernard Bailydeological Origins of the American Revolution
(Camlridge: Harvard University Press, 1967); T. H. BreEme Marketplace of Revolution: How
Consumer Politics Shaped American Independé@eéord: Oxford University Press, 2004); Richard L.
Bushman, The Refinement of America: Persons, Houses, ¢Nlew York: Random House, 1994); Robert
M. Calhoon,Dominion and Liberty: Ideology in the Anghamerica World, 166801 (Arlington Heights,
Illinois: Harlan Davidson, 1994); David Hackett Fisched, bi ondés Seed: Four British
(Oxford: Oxford Unversity Press, 1989); Jack P. GredngyerativesBehaviors, & ldentities: Essays in
Early American Cultural HistoryCharlottesville: University Press of Virginia,199Peripheries and
Center: Constitutional Development in the Extended Polities of titisl BEmpire and the United States,
16071788(New York: Norton, 1986); Christine Leigh Heyrma&@pmmerce and Culture: The Maritime
Communities of Colonial Massachusetts, :8960(New York: Norton, 1984); Phyllis Whitman Hunter,
Purchasing Identity inite Atlantic World: Massachusetts Merchants, 26780(Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 2001); Caroline Robbifibe EighteenttCentury Commonwealthman: Studies in the
Transmission, Development, and Circumstance of English Liberal Thought from the fRestfr&harles
Il until the War with the Thirteen Colonié€ambridge: Harvard University Press, 1959).

“Jack P. Greene, iSearch for Il dentity: An I nterpre
Response in the Eighteernthe n t u mpedativesnBehaviors, and Identities: Essays in Early American
Cultural History(Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1992), 143; Gredie, Intellectual
Construction of America: Exceptionalism and Identity, 24820(Chapel Hill: University éNorth
Carolina Press, 1992); GreeRjrsuits of Happiness: The Social Development of Early Modern British
Colonies and the Formation of American Cult¢@&hapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1988);
Daniel J. BoorstinThe Americans: The Cat@al ExperiencgNew York: Random House, 1958); Jill
LeporeeThe Name of War: King Philipés NeulWorkakmapf,t he Or i gi
1998).



superior from those who resided on the peripheries of pdweras a notion that

increased over timand spurred white Americans to eventually think of themselves as
different from their British cousins. Understandably groups such as Native Americans,
African Americans, and other ethnicities often felt minimal, if any, political connection

with Englishmen from across the Atlantic. Some people had always been ambivalent

about being a part of the British Empire. For others being considered backwater

provincials came to grate, and subsequently many felt they had something to prove.
Prospering colonist&ere often anxious to achieve an idealized version of gentility.

They embraced both culture andlightenment, opening their doors and minds to the

Arts and Sciences, and encoevaeryahingwhich i n t he
tends to exalt and erallish our Charactersé!l nt ri nsic to the concep
were honor, virtue, interest, passion, and truse exact ideals expected by persons in

political friendships.Although the terms could vary interpretively between genders and
ethnicities,andeven classegsiends recognized the essence of the attributesddition,

loyalty to colony or community came to outweigh allegiance to the British motherland
America became home and country in private and in public. Sentiments analogous to

fiLet the Love of our Country be manifested by that which is the only true Manifestation

*Greene, iSearch for I dentity, o 143.

®Jack P. Green®eripheries and Center: Constitutional Development in the Extended Policies of the
British Empire and the United States, 160788(New York: Norton, 1986)David Armitage, ed.,
Theories of Empire, 1450800(London Variorum Press, 1998); Bernard BailyndaPhilip D. Morgan,
eds., Strangers within the Realm : Cultural Margins of the First British Emf@kapel Hill University of
North Carolina Presg, 9 9 1) ; Nicholas Canny, AWriting Atlantic H
Colonial British Amer ¢ &he dournal of American Histo86 (1999):10981114.
" Gordon S. WoodRevolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders Diffeietv York: Penguin
Press, 2006), 22.



of it, a patri ot {abousddnphtriopenned literatpreManyieasly Spi r i
Americans sought to adopt new standards of manners and aspired to patteoaght
and reasoning that came to define the good citizen. Once internalized, these enlightened
and classical republic ideals, values, and standards came to constitute expected conduct.
Americans cultivated their own characters, and they becamealat er s- t oo, f
fashioned perfor me9r1\/lanyintherEVbIlﬁionarhgeraemat'rore of | if
realized that thir actions were of historicahportance. Those involden creating a
new nation wereoftetk eenl y awar e t hat Afa man i s judg
although in the newljormed United Staes t he ungendcddrmradtex woad g
have been more accurate than fAa man. 0
Classical Thought and Colonial Revolutionary Philosophy in the ThadPolitical
Friendship
Political friendshiprevealsof the Founde@intentional blending of past models
with contemporary conceptions to devise a new epoch in the history of governments. As
Paul Rahe has argued, the oJdomredmxtar@of r e gi me
sortsi liberal and modern, first of all, but in its insistence that to vindicate human dignity
one must demonst r atgevernmientdepublcan@radclassicalas or s e

well1.nd col oni al A ndeminated Britathirdlect@cEcoltgre of Ndnth

8 William Livingston, 1776, cited in WoodRevolutionary Character£2-23.

 Wood,Revolutionary Character£3. In addition T. H. Breerfhe Marketplace of Revolution: How
Consumer Politics Shaped American Independé®séord: Oxford University Press, 2004) and Richard
L. Bushman,TheRefinement of America: Persons, Houses, Cftiesv York: Random House, 1994) are
particularly illustrative of the phenomenon.



America promulgated a Christian humanism in which a classical education remained an
essential feat ur e Bnlightanedywomen toe onéemaes whp had f i | e
received a better than average education foethavere knowledgeable of the tenets of
classical study as welf. Classical philosophynedieval theologyand the
Enlightenmenprofoundly influenced how the founding generations perceived political
friendships.

Educated colonists were familiar withr AL st ot | e 6 sNicammacheame nt s, |
Ethics,that selflove was connected to the human ability to form friendsimpshich the

wel fare of oneds friend was asbeilgfiportant ar

Ypaul A. Rahe,edMac hi avel | i 6s Li b ¢ambtidgeR@amhridge University Legacy
Press, 2006), x.

vy SchweitzerPerfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literatui@hapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006), 64. In addition see Meyer Reinhold and Carl Richard who
illustrate the impact of Greek and Roman classianupe Founding Fathers.

125ee Carol BerkirRevolutionary MotheréNew York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2005); Kathleen M. Brown,
Good Wives, Nasty Wenches, and Anxious Patriarchs: Gender, Race, and Power in Colonial Virginia
(Chapel Hill: University of NorttCarolina Press,1996)ary Kelley, Learning to Stand and Speak:
Wo me n , Education, and Pu(cChapetHillLUnifieesityiofNorth @aalinac a6 s Repu
Press, 2006); Linda K. Kerbéaifomen of the Republic: Intellectual and Ideology in Revaiatip America
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1980); Linda K. Kerbeward an Intellectual History
of Womenr(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997); Catherine Kerridammen and
Intellectual Life in the Early Americaro8th (Ithaca: Cornell University Pres8D06); Sarah Knott,
Sensibility and the American Revoluti@hapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pres09); Mary
BethNortonL i bertydés Daughters: The Revol ut i180®(lthacg: Exper i
Cornell University Press, 1980); Rosemarie Zag&eiolutionary Backlash: Women and Politics in the
Early American Republi(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007).

¥ or the influence of classical thought on the founding gt see Susan F. Wiltshife, Ar i st ot | e i n
A me r iHoraanitiesd (1987): 811; Wiltshire,The Usefulness of Classical Learning in the Eighteenth
Century( D. C.: American Phil ol ogical Association, 1975)

Enlightenment and t he Cl a$®mdealiads froddhe MaksachésettSt udy i n F
Historical Society(1971): 315; Gary L. Greggy i t al Remnant singardihe Weserm6s Found

Tradition (Wilmington, DE: ISI, 1999); Richard GummerEhye American Colonial Mind and the Classical

Traditon( Cambri dge: Harvard University Press, 1963),; Gu
Coloni al N o Prdcdedingsbthe Americandhilosophical Soci€d9 (1955): 6878; Paul

MacKendrick AiT hi s Ri ch Source of Delight: Classieal Ourmal®si cs an

(1976):971 06 ; Edwi n Mil es, fAThe Ol NorttSGawlindHistormal Revidwe Cl as s



Addi tionally, t hi s abteappradaiios & thalmasygiffeseptsortaa N r e

(@}
—

of relationships that go by the name of
affinities among travelers, civility among citizens, arrangements of hospitality, and tacit
contractual agreemeritsall of these [were] woven into the GreBmwman concept of
f r i e n'd Bonthepancients, friendship with someone communicated genuine
affection, complete trust, and shared interests, but it carried responsibilities too: solidarity
and support. AccordingtAristotle, friendship also served to unite citizens. Many
among the founding generation understood, or became familiar with, facets identified as
friendship and incorporated concepts regarding comiywitizenship, and polite

Michael Pakaluk, ifDther Selves: Philosophers on Friendshgontends that
educated Americawereawar e of Aristotleds systematic
for government® Such friendship was grounded in utility as well as pleasure, but
especially in virtue, as explained by Aristotfieriendship appears to be the bridge that
can link together the individual and the various groups to which he belongs, once virtue is

takena f undament al '®iForthe an@entsyiiticaldriendship fvas both

48 (1971): 2587 5 ; Charl es F. Mul l ett, ACI assClassacal | nfl uence
Journal35 (1939): 92104; Meyer ReinholdClassical Americana: The Greek and Roman Heritage in the
United StategDetroit: Wayne State UnivetgiPress, 1984); Carl J. Richaf@reeks and Romans Bearing
Gifts: How the Ancients Inspired the Founding Fath@tew York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2008);
Richard,The Founders and the Classics: Greece, Rome, and the American EnlightéDambtidge:
Harvard University Press, 1994); Richaifide Battle for the American Mind: A Brief History of a Nations
Thought (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2004%;aroline WintererThe Culture of Classicism:
Ancient Greece and Rome in American Intellectuia, [17801910(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2002).

14 Michael Pakaluk, edQther Selves: Philosophers on Friendstipdianapolis: Hackett Publishing,
1991), xiv.

15 Aristotle Nicomachean Ethicas quoted in Michael PakaluRther SelvegIndianapolis: Hackett

Publishing, 1991), 443. Aristotle noted three types of political community: kingship, aristocracy, and
property owners, also described as tyranny, oligarchy, and democracy species of political system.
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private and public in domain, but for Americans the public side placed emphasis on civic
duties over individual rights. It was Cicero whom many enlightened eighteenthycentur
individuals felt set the standard of the public citizen: the highly regarded senator, orator,
and friend of the Roman Republic. For Cic
friendship is its provision of a 6model 6 f
Augusdine (354430)® c ombi ned Ar i anceptbfeditcal c|l assi cal
friendshipand Ci cerob6s perceptions of ipeeople int
understood that the populaae people, could stand as a rational entity, united by
concern, ambitompr obj ectives, in a common good, f ¢
Augustineds example, medieval monks embrac
virtue and vice and the political implications of the concepts. However, whereas ancient
philosophershdh t ur ned t heir observations on frien
the social character of morality, o theolog
exemplified by Jesus Christ, and inevitably, the political power of the Chlllcis. this
intermingling of ancient plosophy and Christian theolodlyat would later categorize

the power and political relevance oehdship as understood by the founding generation.

®pakaluk,Philosophers on Friendshipi.
" schweitzer Perfecting Friendship79.

®Philosopher who made significant cleliefand buti ons tc
authority, his account of knowledge and illumination, his emphasis upon plogtance and centrality of
the will, and his focus upon a new way of conceptua

A u g u s Stanforl Ericyclopedia of Philosophip://platostanford.edu/entries/augustine/.

Also relevant, aswilbedeonst rated in the following pages, is .
marriageif ri endshi p begins with oneds spouse and childr

19 pakaluk Philosophers on Friendshjfi.6.
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These considerations | ed Carl Rieenhard to st

classical republicanism and liberaligm whi ch he argued has domin

hi storiography fAunderestimates the human p

contribution of Christffanity to the founde
The work of Aelred ofRievaulx (11091166), Abot of Rievaulx monastery in

Yorkshire, Englandefelctsthe transition in the concept of friendshiprr the Greceo

Roman philosophyo Christian theory. Aelred had been an avid admirer of, and highly

i nf |l uenc e dDelancitia, @lingches own Ppesceptions on the spiritual role of

friendship aPe spirituali amicitia (Spiritual Friendship) Ael r ed6s teachi ngs

Western worl ddés comprehension of the term

Threeimportant nnovations in Aelredd6s work stress:é

to certainChristinspiredideals. First, each friend would be willing to die for the other,

the love between them should be mutual and unconditional, and/thag bewilling to

share their possessions. Secondly, friendships of utility, as described by Arditbthet

exist in Aelredds model . He al so added a

worl dly, or materi al pl easur e dfriendshipsiss ought

not altogether surprisingshe was a medieval priest. His third distinction was that

Ainti macy rather than | ove bé&darmaredt he di st

friendship ranked in importance with virtue. He saw them asat@ndnot to be taken

lightly nor casully, rather similar to vows of marriage. Furthermore, Christ had

2 Richard,The Founders anthe Classics5.

2 pakaluk,Philosophers on Friendshjfi29-30.
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instructed his followers to love one another as they loved themsaidés exhibit
kindness, goodness, and charitwoydnataalyar d one
follow that Aelred would consider fAspiritu
in |Iife, morals, and pursuitséo and in a i
united with bené Hel eoredd eavred diirmethathiwischi p i s
souls in a sweet alliance of predilection and makes of several a sing¥€ orteus,
virtuous friendships created unity, political or otherwfise.

Thomas Aquinas (1225274¥° expandedhetheological coneptionsof Aelred
of Rievaulx buthewasequally influenced by Aristotle work; in fact, he cited
Nicomachean Ethicms f requently as Aelred had Cicero
combined models shaped the ®%f®eHsworkwea A Chr i
can observe a true blending of ancient and medieval interpretatidghe meaning and
importance of friendship and devotion to community. Aquinas, like Augustine and
Aelred, extended virtuous friendship to include marriage where the greatest fevels o
trust, companionship, ambitions and objectives, political and otherwise, could be shared.
Moreoveraccor ding to Aquinas, fAmarria¥de was th

Agqguinas also embraced the Aristotelian con

2 pelred of Rievaulx (Book |, 486), De spirituali amicitia.
2 Ibid.
#n Aristotelian theory, virtue ethics provided the rules for a course of action to be taken.

% For a concise biography and explanation of Thomas AquinaStaaéord Encyclopedia of
Philosophy, http://platastanford.edu/.

% schweitzerPerfecting Friendshipg4.

?"Thomas AquinasSumma contra Gentile@!1.123).
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t han omeds fgeinf hi s medi eval perspective pu
salvation became entwined, to a degree, with social or civic responsibility link to

t he f ound e iscléar maddition, IAquinas RirshesnrichedAugust i neds
arguments that God provided humans with prakteason, the psychological self

motivation of freewill rooted in the qualities of intellectual and moral wes, and

stressed the idea of a moral law which came to hold such importance in medieval ethics

and beyond. The Augustine and Aquinas theses cattbet soul, intellect, and early

stirrings regarding reason, and they would influence the future deveatbpiaw and

ethics that would rise during the Renaissdfice.

2 Although Niccolo Machiavelli shaped the contours of eighteenth century political thought, his works
appear to have had |ittle direct i mpact on the Amer
rarely mention Machi ayidebldgy. Tmie, Mazhiakelli had arguedcagamst i d e r
theocratic primacy and he deeply admired Cicerods R
of friendship based on trust and concord, and would have dispelled the notion that netwoeke! skiijpi
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The Enlightenment and American Political Friend$hip

Thescope of eighteenth century political revolutions was international, the same
held true for Enlightenmenif. Enlightened theory was a reaction to the religious fervor
thathad intensified during the Middlegles and culminated in the Reformation and
CounterReformation. Traditional church hierarchy had commanded authority and
demanded obedienc&heEnlightenmat scholarsocusdearlyon diminishing
religious intolerance and superstition. Knowledge and skepticism were fundamental

features but not to the exclusion of religious beliefs. Although it may appear contrary in

generate common good, amity, and truthfulness. Ma ¢
vi ewed dAth common goodo through an entirely differ
Machi avelli ds ¢ o mpeotine ogfdendships, waslbasedlon patropager o individual

ambition and reward, in the context of commerce and socioeconomic interest, and ruthlessness. He offered

no arguments to support moral virtue. Actually, the principle of justiadeature entral to American

Republicanism, firmly places the Founders at odds with Machiavelli. No, although this great renaissance

thinker opened the door to modern political thought, and placed us on a path to understanding and

embracing commerce as a meansaifamal power, international friendship, authority, and as an

instrument for common good, when it came to the Americans their use of Machiavdlliavasr c u ms cr i bed

and constraingi(Paul Rahe,edMa c hi avel | i 6 s L i b amblidgeR@Gmiddel i can Lega
University Press, 2006), xxvili Paul Rahe provides an extended expl ¢
influential impact on the founding generation and modern republicdiigtarly Americans tended to lean

toward the optimistic when adopting cepts from classical philosophy, the Commonwealthmen, and a

collection of enlightened ideals in the construction of their own the®he result waa distinct category

of friendship that existed in the Atlantic World.

0
e

290n the development of an Anieain Enlightenment see Robert A. Fergustime American
Enlightenment, 1750820(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1997); J. David Hoevelegting the
American Mind: Intellect and Politics in the Colonial Colledblew York: Roman and Littlefield,@7);
Roy PorterEnlightenment: Britain and the Creation of the Modern W¢Neéw York: Penguin, 2000);
DarrenStaloff, Hamilton, Adams, Jefferson: The Politics of Enlightenment and the American Founding
(New York: Hill and Wang, 2005), 7; Richard Tarnaike Passion of the Western Mind: Understanding
the ldeas that have Shaped Our World V{dlew York: Ballantine, 1990).

% The Enlightenment was a cultural movement in the Western world, or more accurately several cultural
movements covering an exted period of time over a wide range of territory, which challenged previous
assumptions and championed knowledge and rational inquiry. The Renaissance laid the groundwork by
giving rise to a new set of ideas regarding religion and politics. Descadlbkesiand Spinoza presented a
wide range of challenges. Newton was the shining star of scientific achievement. Diderot, Voltaire,
Rousseau, Montesquieu contributed, and David Hume, Adam Smith, and John Locke earned many credits
for their influence on Anrécan thought. Possibly of primary importance for American ideology was
Francis Hutcheson.

15



nature, many participants in the cultureovement were devout in their faith. Eighteenth
century philosophers built updhe concepts described by Rdbescartes and John
Locke. The FrencphilosophesVoltaire, Montesquieu, and Rousseau, were widely
acclaimed. The Molesworth Circle, idergd by Caroline Robbins, was an example of
the movement in Ireland. Philosophical theories supported rational and scientific
application to societal issues, embraced freedom of conscience, and promoted moral
philosophy and social responsibility, oftenessing religious tolerance. Intellectuals
spread the enlightened ideals throughout the European continent and beyond.
Additionally, it was cultural identity which determined the principles each community
embraced. Doctrines were adopted and modifiecdeesssary to address regional
problems in economics, politics, and society. Enlightened theory crossed the Atlantic
and inspired colonial Americani$ also served to influence a distinctly American
constitutional republic.

Colonial Americans had learndke lessons of Enlightenment well. Indeed, as
Edmund Burke understood Americans, it was the extent of their embrace of esltjhten
theories that made the colonists so unique. Iis pse e ¢ @onciiation fvith the
Colonies March 1775, Burke commented on the fierce spirit of liberty and love of
freedom stiomgdrin theEngishitolonies probably than in any other people of
the earttd This growth of Americarspirit wasin no small partiue to their education, for
infno country perhaps in the?3Buakelodupposthis he | a

point, cited correspondence from GenefFabmas Gage stationed in tb&onies who

3 |saac Kramnick, edThe Portable Edmund Burkdlew York: Penguin Putnam, 1999), 279.
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wrotefithat all the people ithis government [in the coloniesjealawyers, or sitterers
inlawdo** Such study, Bur ke anutetirdsitverdexterdesr ed peop
prompt in attack, ready in defence, [and] full of resouré@sAlong with law and
politics, colonists were interested in science, ethics, and reason. Enlightéedhe
Americans to establish a secular society founded upon science and ratiofadiyy
recognized the importance of education, religious tolerance, and theitrogat
personal character. Two hundredandthyrtg ar s af t er Ed mDarmeah Bur Kk e ¢
Staloffrecapturedn Politics of Enlightenment and the American Foundingcisely
what Burke had foreseen: The United States of America was forged in the crucible of the
Enlightenment; no other nation bears its imprint as deeply. Our idedey land
equality, tehvei deimtgitnrgu tfinssed fof t he Decl ar at.i
measured tones of the Constitution e Federalistll echo the language of
Enlightenment and express its most profound convictions about politicahdifthe
natural rights of mankintf. Many Americans had not only embraced Enlightenrtautt,
they had almost completeilycorporated it into their society, and their concept of
political friendship exemplified this phenomenon.
Americancharacter waa i soeiaVtype, with its own intellectual mores,
habits, 3% gites, ever smal®nes) were the hubs of, and friendship the

conduit for, American enlightened thought. Eighteenth century America was a place

32 Kramnick, Burke, 278.

33 Kramnick, Burke, 279.

3 Staloff, Politics of Enlightenmen8.
% Staloff, Politics of Enlightenment,6.
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where discussion was prominent. Circlesriginds discussedé hot topics of the day in
teaooms, coffeehouses, town halls, meeting houses, market places, clubspinawoig
sessions, churches and tavefrgnted materials were the media of the era: articles,

essays, newspapers, pamphlets,seons, texts, evenoBeRjamandeE
Almanacwas laden with enlightened maxims. It was an environment that promoted
persons of letters both male and femaf€.They corresponded within their genders,

classes, and ethnicitiesand beyad them. Salons, private meetings inviting both

genders, furthered the discourse. As Linda Kerber has pointgshdasophds a male

noun but it was obvious that many revolutionary American women were thinking,
discussing, writing, and sharing thelipical ideas with friends and famiff. American
Enlightenment was not restricted to intellectuals, elites, or mésebal dialogue and

debate were especially important in the transmission of ideas to the less learned. Both the
educated and those rafforded formal education participated in thiscussions. As

Josiah Quincy r . o batmest everydAma@érican pen was at work, and even peasants
and their housewives in every part of the land [had begun] to dispute on politics and
positively todetermine upon our libertié® Regardless of the gender, class, or

ethnicity of the persons involved, during the revolutionary period the content of many of

®¥Cat heri ne 006 MenrOhlettels in ke FatlyRRapubi€hapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2007); Gilman M. Ostrand®epublic ofLetters: The American Intellectual Community,
17751865(New York: Madison Press, 1999); Christie Anne Farntitine, Education of the Southern
Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum Sbdlatv York: New York
University Press994); Mary Kelley, Learning to Stand and Speak: Women, Education, and Public Life in
Amer i ¢ ad gChapel plilt Univergity of North Carolina Press, 2006).

37 Kerber,Toward an Intellectual History of Wome26.

3 As quoted by Gordon.SVood inThe Creation of the American Republic, 177&87 (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1969)74
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these conversations would have been considered treasonous.

Ideal Typology in Political Frierghip

In the decades surrounding the Revolutianericansoften sought téead by
example, with certain qualities or ideals that participants felt set them apart from former
social or governmental structuresinatidnr adi t i
of the interests of two or more persons, within a kind of objective relationship which
serves as a good °tRoliticadriendships, wheteer formed @ the s . ©
turmoil preceding and during the American Revolution or in the chaofotlmated, held
a set of expectations of personal qgualitie
a representation of séft. Those who supported American rebellion were, in the view of
British authorities, traitors for whom death was warrantealalists, supporters of the
Crown, were under threat of harsh retribution as well. In the unstable political world in
which the revolutionary generation found themselbesds of unquestionable mutual
confidence were essential for spheservation. &ter, in the early National period,
politics were structured around networks of such friénpersonal and voluntary
alliances of trust and |l oyalty. Remai ni ng

and betrayal led to loss of reputation and likelyn.** Disreputable acts damaged not

%9 pakaluk,Philosophers on Friendshipijii.

“9Joanne B. Freemaaffairs of Honor: Natbnal Politics in the New Republ(New Haven: Yale
University Press, 2001).

1 Aaron Burr is an excellent example. See Thomas FlerBingl: Alexander Hamilton, Aaron Burr, and
the Future of AmericéNew York: Basic Books, 1999) and Nancy Isenbé&iglen Founder: The Life of
Aaron Burr (New York: Viking, 2007).
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only the culprit buallsot he r eput ati ons of oneds associ at
upon the solidarity of trusted alliances. Political leaders and their networks of friends
wereexpected to set an example tofbkowed, their leadership sought to inspire social

order and a sense of stability, and they set the stage for national cohesion. The qualities
theyvaluedin each otheestablishe@ standard that would be incorporated into

American culture. Honor andritie were prominent ideals but community interest and

passion ranked highlgs well These components of character adopted, or reconstructed,

by early Americans became instrumental in the formation of identity.

Honor, a trait sometimes impugned pwlitical foes but assumed between friends,
was a fundamental quality. The context of the term evolved over time. In the ancient
world, honor was a form of civic virtue connected to serving the common good as well as
obligations to family and friends. d@ceptions of honor, influenced by Christian belief
during the middle ages became tied to spiritual love and an aristocratic code of ennobled
gualities of heroism and loyalty, but also incorporated a sense of camaraderie. Civic
consciousnesswasagambught to the forefront with the
application of the term incorporated citizenship and adopted obligation, noble character,
and social conscience. Affairs of Honor Joanne Freeman argued that honor was as
important as ideologin the developing American political system. Her views are
supported by the essays in thederalist Papershatexpress the ideological concepts of
the era and fervently, consistently, reiterate expected ideals. John Jay described, in
FederalisessayNo. 64, the expectations of honorable behavigvery consideration

that can influence the human mind, such as honor, oaths, reputations, conscience, the love
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ofcountry,andfmi | y affections and attachém&ntséthe
Citizens of the newly formed United Statissired leaders who exemplified honor and
respectability. They were, after all, representative of all Americans.

Americans reinvigorated the conceptvotue. The early Americamterpretation
combinedof persoml and civic. Virtue, in the ancient context, had been identified with
human excellence, civic concord, the passion for instilling the greatest good for the
public, and represented the highest form of friendship recognized by the Rew@n
world. Wherea t he concept of #Aclassical virtue f
politicsod by comparison fimodern vir®ue flo
Virtue in American vernacular was a consciousness of self and personal integrity
displayed through behavidar qualities integral to political friendship. Virtue meant that
private interests were expected to be secondary to the common good. John Jay, who
became the first Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court, addressed tle issue o
public over private interesend the virtuous avoidance of conflicts of interest. In
addition, Jay foresaw the elected leadershiptd beo mposed of the most
respectable citizens é disti ngumthepeogle by t h
perceive just grounds for confiderf€é Likewise, James Madison contended that the

aim of every political constitution is, or ought to be, first to obtain for

rulers [leaders] men who possess most wisdom to discern, and most virtue
to pursue, the common good of the society; and in the next place, to take

2 Gary Wills, ed. The Federalist PapersAlexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John (Jésw
York: Random House, 2003).

*3\Wood,Radicalism 217.
%4 John JayFederalist No. 641788
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the most effectual precautions keeping them virtuous whilst they

continue to hold their public trut
The founding leaders had been united in various political friendships during the
revolutionary decades and, as noted by John Jay, remained so in the construction and
debates oveihe United States Constitution:

This conventioncomposed of men who possessed the confidence of the

people, and many of whom had become highly distinguished by their

patriotism, virtue ad wisdom, in times which tried the minds and hearts

of men, undertook the arduous task €

power, or influenced by any passions except love for their country, they

presented and recommended to the people the plan producedrhgitiei

and very unanimous councfl$
According to Gordon Wood, Amniean virtue was a social valué was progressive, even
radical, and it laid the foundation for modern liberal thinking and the reform movements
of the nineteenth centufy.

In early Americanteresthad a complex application. Terminology applied to
commerce, ambition, and concern for the common good of the nation and its‘Beople.
An ethical duty was also implied. Interpretation of eighteenth century American

conceptions ointerest developed during the Renaissance and later linked to capitalism

and became recognized as the mainstream of human behavior, namieitesedt,

45 James MadisorFederalistNo. 57, 1788.
¢ Jay,Federalist No. 21787,

*"Wood,Radicalism 1067.
“*8 The work of Francis Hutcheson, and his protégé Adam Smith, on commerce and early capitalist
concepts are cited by numerous political leads the era, perhaps most notably for their contributions to

American political thought, James Madison, John Jay, and Thomas Jefferson.
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which accepted ambition and included the pursuit of commerce. Even the Puritans, in

part, adoptedthe hi | osophy. I n a ser mopnocaleghah Wi nt h
sweetcommercéd The i nfluence of enlightened thoug
beyond the fiegobs puesueéemofteatnsfadéi bhe
between humas that was capable of holding society togetAekffinity meant more

than fondness, it was a shared proclivity for issues. It was a feature for building a strong
society guarded by a government which held the interest of the people as its primary

objectve and which promoted and protected commercial interests to ensure a strong and
wealthy society. Private interest in commerce prompted attainment for the greater goal of
public interest. In essence, it was a circle of economic activity of capitalism and

commerce driven by personal ambitiand benefit of country. Interest was a

combination of self and country. One was able to pursue ambition and benefits due to the
liberty and freedom provided by the natiohherefore an i ndi vi duayl 6s f i
was to country. These aspects contributed toward American perceptions regarding the

dignity of labor In the States it was considered virtuous and honorable to work.

However, there was an additional feature applied to the term. James Madisoretlantifi
particular form of intereghatcould corrupt government, buy votes, or find means to

apply undue influence on elected officials and members of government. He referred to

them as special interest(s). Modern Americans know them as lobbyists.

9 See Perry MillerErrand in the Wildernes@New York: Belkap Publishing, 1956).

%0 J.G.A. PocockMachiavelli Moment: Florentine Political Thought and the Atlantic Republican
Tradition (Princeton: Princeton University Presé®7; AlsoStaloff, Politics of EnlightenmenRahe,
Republican Legacy
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Enlightened theory placgahassionas a natural and essential means to promote
human motivation and action, especially in politics where passions of ambition and
interest could prevail in good governmemtassiorfor public good could be channeled,
indeed cold need control, by intelligent and virtuous legislatures. This interpretation of
the term was far from its medieval Christian doctrine which held passion as one of
humani tyds si nf ukédtdabe resisteds irigh anol Bcottish phéosoghere e d
considered Acal mo passions, t hwmbeemohllgsed on
and ethically virtuous, for example benevolence. Thomas Paine believed that passion and
friendships could establish a political culture through the vicarious erpedef shared
losses and suffering, successes, and communal welfamepassion had to be kept in
balance with reason. In the eyes of a foreign observer passion was a quizzical feature of
American identity:

The American has el of daily support fromrenerget passion; this

passion can only be the love of wealth; the passion for wealth is, then, not

stigmatized in America € men hold it in
Alexis de Tocquevill&

Tocqueville was missing a crucial point regarding a culture he could not have completely
understood. Americans perceived thatork, labor, and enterprise led to a strong society
secured by a government expected tdgmiotheir rights and libertieend pomoted the

greatest good for its citizens. Private passions &éimebition) churned public good.

Passion evolved from an important feature expected in political friendship to a

characteristic of the American persona. The founding generation had urtived in

*1 As cited in Paul Rah&epublican Legacyi,03-4.
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passion for their country. Honor, virtue, interest, and pasgesa thefundamental
concepts in political friendship$hey were the threads that wove American identity and

character.

Historiography Relevant to Political Friendship Theory

This dissertation fits well into the fr
ANewest Political Hi st o ritgidtegtateon af gendpryclass,u c e d
and race into the scope of political histéfyDavid Waldstreichern the Midstof
Perpetual Fetes: The Making of American Nationalism, 17g80,whose position on
American ideology corresponds to that incorporated in this work, notes thaliteomen
and women had fAa national p ¥Usingthecptbt v e 0 a's
display of parades, an approach first incorporated by social historians, festivities and
celebrations of national holidaysyenlyrics, were means of demonstratipglitical
culture® Likewise the collection of essaysBeyond the Founders: New Appahes to
Political History of the Early American Republidited by Jeffrey L. Pasley, Andrew W.
Robertson, and David Waldstreicher, is representative of the scope and approach of this

manuscript. These essagplorepolitical intent and activities by wvite males of

Wi lliam G. Shade, AD®j " vu All Over Again: |s The
Pasley, Andrew W. Robertson, and David Waldstreicher, Bdggnd the Founders: New Approaches to
Political History of the Early American RepubliChapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004).

*3 David Waldstreichern the Midst of Perpetual Fetes: The Making of American Nationalism,-1776
1820(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997).

54 \WaldstreicherFetes 9.
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di fferent classes; figender, race, piobed ot he

the fApolitical actions of Indians and sl av
Secondary sources that specifically established the groundwork for political

frienddhip includeGordon Woo@ $he Radicalism of the American Revolutiahjch

recognized categories of friendship in the numerous configurations of patronage and

kinshipnetworking. Wood found that pevolutionary friendshipasi p er s on a |

relationships of deendence, usually taking the form of those between patrons and clients,

constituted the |ligaments that *Frehdshipt hi s s

was dictated by oneds soci al rankiofaamd hi s

above his or her station and able to offer an opportunity or position in return for political

favors, or the parties were bound by kinship connectionsh 8ependencies resulted in

patronage politics, what contemporar@ the era knew as a formfaendship. In the

smal I-tofikeeé& societies of the colonies, Woo

coul d scar ce’ Wodlarguedehp politicaltfaetidns éxisted but that they

were simply collections of the leading families acting in their own best interest. Joanne

B. Freeman, irAffairs of Honor: National Politics in the New Repubboncurs with

Wooddos ar g wme retesyhblgalited! authority in early Americhut, in

addition, she presents convincing arguments that those movers and shakers of the New

Republic were deeply concerned with public good, not solelyirgelfest. In fact, she

> pPasley, et alBeyond the Founder3, 15.
**Wood, Radicalism 63.
*" bid.
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argued, selfinterest came tbe recognized as uapublican and could be the cause of
personal, professional, and political ruin
Political alliances were Aorganized around
parties>® In the years followig the American Revolution, forms of patronage still existed

but were expected to contribute to the greater good of the populace. Alexander
Hamiltonds circles of patronage were wides
thousands, of people. Howeyéftamilton is an example of a person who also retained

traditional patronage as a means to family benefit. His promotions of the financial

interests of his fathen-law are not examples of incentives for common ben&fiBy

the end of the eighteenthntary the term friendship still had broad usage in American

politics.

Society remai nteladiemal butanasfBceeman ar
disgrace, even by mere association, was paramount in the manner by which politics was
played. Bytheearlyniet eent h century dAparty bonds wer
were voluntary ties of trust and commitmérftr i endshi p in every sen:
Furthermore, Freeman explained:

In a political world structured by personal friendships, disloyalty to e 6 s

party was a betrayal of oneds friends
was about friendship, not party; it involved honor as much as ideology; it

%8 Joanne B. FreemaAffairs of Honor: National Politics in the New Repulidew Haven: Yale
University Press, 2001).

¥ These points are elatated upon in Nancy Isenbefgllen Founder: The Life of Aaron BufNew
York: Viking, 2007); and Thomas FleminDuel: Alexander Hamilton, Aaron Burr, and the Future of
America(New York: Basic Books, 1999).

80 FreemanAffairs of Honor,259.
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relied on bonds of personal loyalty, not partisanship; and it was fueled by

a concern for the publigood, not party spirft*
Early national politics was structured upon political friendships, was highly personal, and
conformed to revolutionary era concepts of character.

St uar t Eoandibg Fgendslips George Washington, James Madison, and
the Creation of the American Repubigof particular importance to understanding the
intricacies of political friendships and their influence on Amerida foundthat poltical
relationships were not always obvious to contemporary obséresgecially since
correspondenceas the primary source obntact Car ef ul exami nati on of
and Madi sonds cor r ereviechas that prevedithe efleei c h ot her
levels of friendshipge s peci ally when the Akinship uniwv
Connections and contacts were analyzed. As evidenced by Leibiger, the connection
between Washington and Madison began edlaboration for regional and local
improvanents then grew to a companionship that influenced the many political and
nati onal objectives they shared. I n addi't
manner in which political friendship could last a lifetime or be temporary in nature:
coninuing or ceasing after objectives.

In Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature
vy Schweitzer argued that through the study of friendship theory we can better
understand the Amer i can dokmovesrthe histoianpr oj ect

from the realm of elite white male political friendships and broadens the scope to include

61 FreemanAffairs of Honor,261.
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Atransgr es s i those thiarcroeseddhe bounglasie@s of gender, race, ethnicity,
class, even sexuality in the considerations ditipal affiliation.®> She found that early

American friendships were exploring, negotiating, and mediating aspects of liberty and
equality. Topics regarding freedom and rights were discussed in transgressive friendships
and such alliances played aroleime @A f or ms of nati onal I dent
Early Republic®® By combining the study of friendship theory with colonial diversity

Schweitzer demonstrated the ability of early Americans, especially minorities and

women, to adopt the Aristoteliangdl of moral equality. This did not mean immediate

political inclusion but it was a foot in the door.

The works of Carl J. Richard are fundamental to understanding the impact that
classical studies, Greek and Roman in particular, had on the ideakealsdadopted and
incorporated by the founding generatidihe Founders and the Classics: Greece, Rome
and the American Enlightenmgi994) The Battle for the American Mind: A Brief
Hi story of t h 00K ateeks and Romans RearigghGifittow the
Ancients Inspired the Founding Fath¢2908) are central tappreciatinghe influence
of the ancients on the formation of American political friendship as a category of
relationship®® The classics were so prevalent in seventeeartti eighteenthcentury

American scholastic training that many came to conclude that the superlative examples

%2 SchweitzerPerfecting Friendship, 23
%3 Ibid.

% Richard,Greeks and Romans Bearing Gifichard, The Battle for the American Mindjdkard, The
Founders and the Classics.
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could be applied to everyday life. The principles that Richard ded@gtablished
many of the criteria found in political friendship.

The preceding scholarship,ca crosgliscipline approach, creatéuke
foundation that enables this study on the distinctive role that political friendship, as a
driving force in itself, played in the construction of the nation. Each of the
aforementioed texts are fundamental, they elucidate prerequisites that coalesced
friendship and politics. Each philosopher and historian has contributed a major
component. My goal is tpresent broader landscape of how human relationships

incorporated politicsa create a better society.

Methodology

Political friendships were shared between nonelites as well as members of the
elite, between womemndbetween men and womefhey extendedcross race,
ethnicities and class structyend beyond religious precepts, to secure autonomy or
some level of inclusion in the governing procességarchival research for this work on
evaluating personal relationships between politically active individuals was broad in
scope. It included theletters, journals, commonplace books, copybooks, memoirs and
family records, church records, newspapers, pamphlets, poems, sermons, and
observations recorded in published and unpublished form. | needed to answer questions
regarding the basis on which thpolitical opinions had formed. How did these people
become agents for change? How much causation developed from personal experiences

and educatioh
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What they, the individuals included in this study, read proved almost as important
as what they wroteAs well as interpreting their correspondence, | had to read the works
they cited, requested and/or recommended to others; and review what they saved in
commonplace books and journals. If they made the effort to paindtakomy material,
then it hado be of importance or particular interest to them. | looked for patterns
exhibited in what they wrote, in language, vocabulary, in ideas and id#edsndicators
of avenues sought for participation in political activities and how they worked araeind th
policies of exclusion.

Reading primary sources for early Amerreguires particulaattention to
nuances as well as the composifidM/hat early Americans wrote, how they wrote fit,
where emphasis was placed, when it was written and from where, anthiygpgavho
and to whom, are as closely as possible, interpreting their words. One must learn to read

beyond the famal structure of the contents acwhsider the syntax, diction, and means of

® Sarah M.S. Pearsaltidresses the intricacies of reading Early American correspondeAdaritic
Families: Lives and Letters in the Later Eighteenth CenfOmford: Oxford University Press, 2008)
particularly the prologue and introduction, page201 Pearsall notes tlenventions and suldiesin
eighteenth century epistles. She examines the shifts in relationships caused by dislocation, economic

circumstances, and politics by famil i eslanguagei ded acr
and Political Meaningn Revolutionary AmericéAmherst: University of Massacdketts Press, 2004) is

i mportant for extending and challenging the fAschol a
rhetorical uses, and historical significance of political language atthé¢ i onds foundingo (6),

English usage, grammar, syntax, by political writkt@ n st ant i n Di er ks wor k on Ea
epistolary and communications is central to understanding the language anllitingdhe decades

surrounding the War of ttependence. In particular seeMy Power Letter Writing and Communications

in Early America(Philadelphia: University of PennsylvaniaPress, 2008)so important on the topic are

lan K. SteeleThe English Atlantic, 1675740: An Exploration of Commigation and Community

(Oxford: University of Oxford Press, 1986); Rebecca E&astolary Selves: Letters and Letifriters,

16001945( London: Ashgate Press, 1999); Rhys | saac, fACoO
Metaphors and Power ContestsonCeldn Landon Carter 6s-1Vi7r8@i nina SRlaant a
Wilentz, ed. Rites of Power, Symbolism, Ritual, and Politics Since the Middle(Rpéadelphia:

University of Pennsylvania Press, 1985).
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emphasi€® Salutations, and modifications of such, are very important indicators of
relationship and rank. Interpretively it is necessary to become sensitive to the tone
communicated through the words and sentences. It can reflect positions, personality, and
perspectives. Tone can indicate whether the writer was a colleague and confidant or if

the friendship was shared through another category. In addition, definitions and

implications of vocabulary change over time. Continually consulting period appropriate
dictionaries is absolutely necessary for achieving accurate cSht¥au have to learn to

read between the lines. It is a process of developimacttievedrom slow, careful, and
time-consuming reading, andree adi ng, of t he e asndcessaktmer i car

be fisensitive to the fluid, ®transforming n

A Note on the Application of Psychology

Many historians note what Bernard Baily
What made these people tick? Historical contexhbined with psychology allows fuller
comprehension of eighteenth century human behavior, connections, perceptions, and
actions within the context of their experi

Revdution is best understood apsychological b e n 0 m € My applidation is,

 An example is the capitalization of words.

" The Oxford English Dictionary and Samuel Johnadbictionary of the English Languagsyo
volumes, (London, 1755).

% John Howel.anguage and Political Meaning in Revolutionary Amefi&anherst: University of
Massachusetts Press, 2004Y,.3

®“Gordon Wood fAConspiracy and the Paranoid Style:
William and Mary Quarterly89 (1982), 4045.
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primarily, that of social psycholody. I incorporate a psychological apprbaio the

study of relationships how people were thinking and relating to others, as much as is

possible from a difference of 2gfus years-to di scern how an i ndivi
perceptions, identity, belief system, morality, connections and actions were products of

the society in which they lived. Class, gender, race, and religion are all important in
oneds psychol ogi cal tyistosfdr remaved from e@hteenthmo d e r n
century reality for us to precisely comprehend their reasoning. We can, however, identify

patterns and motivation.

Chapter Descriptions

In the first chapter we observe how political friendship could cross gender and
racial boundaries. Native American women had held powerful positions within their
tribes they werenot asrestrictedas white women by imposetdes of exclusion. Molly
Brant(whose Mohawk name was Degonwadpwnias a woman who held political
influence among her tribe from an early age. Her intimate andtéongrelationship with
Sir William Johnson, Superintendent for Indian Affagsengthened her position among
her people. Although she and Johnson collatieal for the benefit of both their peoples
perhaps their most i mportant political pro

brother and Johnsondés prot®g®, Joseph. Jo

O RonaldBrown and R. J. HerrnsteiRsychology(New York: Little & Brown, 1977); BrownSocial
PsychologyNew York: Simon & Schuster, 2003); Peter S. Smith, Michael Harris Bond, Cigdem
Kagitcibasi,Understanding Social Psychology Across Cultyf@sousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications,
2006).
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maneuver crossulturally, and his relationshipith his sister, Mollyjs evidence that
political friendship was not the sole domain of patriots. Loyalists of the period also
formed, retained, or lost friendships during the turbulent péfiddolly and Joseph had
remained loyalists in a gamble teecure the best interests for their people. Redcoats
and Rebels courted the native tribes to embrace their cause. As Colin Calloway points
out, the Native Americans6 fAWar of I ndepend
long after 178372
The allianes shared by intellectuals of color are the basis of the second chapter.
Not all people in British North America desired to be aligned with either the American or
British government. Some, like Native Americans Samson Occom and Joseph Johnson
made autonmy t heir objective. Occombés friendsh
renowned poet Phyllis Wheatley is an example of political friendship crossing races in
the promotion of civil rights. Wheatley and Occom were among the earliest outspoken
abolitioniss in the new nation.

Ideas, as well as prejudices, were transported across the Atlantic. The transatlantic
connection is the central focus of chapter three. Not all rich, white males were entitled to
political participation. Prior to revolutionary dsurse Catholics in early America were
denied political rights regardless of class. Early emigrants from Ireland carried memories

of the repression of Catholics and Dissidents. Resentment bred for generations and was

" Colin G. Calloway,The American Revolutidn Indian Country: Crisis and Diversity in Native
American Communites Ca mbr i dge: Cambri dge Uni v eWhste SayagePr es s, 1
William Johnson and the Invention of Amer{d&ew York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2005); Alan Taylor,
TheDivided Ground: Indians, Settlers, and the Northern Borderlands of the American Rev@Ngion
York: Knopf, 2006).

2 Calloway, The American Revolution in Indian Counthytroduction
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ripe by the time of rebellion. Thedinding generation was not the first to thrive on
revolutionary, republican, or radical rhetoric. Although elements of American
revolutionary friendships make them distinctive in their time, they followed a pattern of
sharing knowledge and of questioniihg status quo that had been carried to the colonies
through long established lines of communications.

Men and women had inherited ideas and ideals that Americans ultimately
advanced into the principles of a new nation. The connections between wormnegn dur
the Revolutionary War are examined in chapter four. The modern forces of change were
at hand f or A meperceptiam selboafidence,tasd safstdern and they
were capable of uniting in friendship with public intentions. Women became mo
engaged in political discourse as war approached and progressed. Some women,
certainly not all, began moving away from the prevailing opinion that politics was not
their province, and thewysistedthat theyshould,atleast, be granted the right tdef
political opinions”®

Women did, for the most part, remain restricted in their political activities, but
behind the scenes and in their private spheres they could and did work with males
towards shared political objectives. As Linda Kerberhascomneed, t he fAgreat
guestions of political liberty and civic freedom, of the relationship between law and
liberty, the subjects of so many ideological struggles in the eighteenth century, are

guestions which have no genddadthéultihdteer e ar e

MaryBeth NortonL. i bertyds Daught experiencddi AmefenWorhen,t1750 nar y
1800(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1996), 170.
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political coalition. Womend6s journals and
republican language: country first, virtue, honor, and integrity. They used these terms not
in connection with modesty but in regard to character in the saamner as it applied to
men. The fifthchapter focuses on RepublicaraMage illustrating that political
partnerships between men and women, within marriage, shared political objectives.
Mutual respect was capable of influencing, balancing, or swaypngons. Women
became responsible for politically motivating their husbands, sons, and brothers
Women were not establ i"sThheed Raesv dilcu ttii azne nfsr
enhanced their civic st a? ¥essomemenfegheeranded t
did recognize womensacapable of political thoughts adscussion, as confidarasid
activists,andas allies and adversaries. When political historian Joseph Ellis refers to
Aithe Adameiet enermans John and A lanes Madisan Li kew
were an extraordinary example of political partnership. The Adamses and Madisons
comprise chapter six. Only one example of a specific objective for each couple is offered
and analyzed, for examples abound for each team.
Each chapter demonstrates individuals united in political friendship, alliances
based orspecific goals, whether community, colony, state or nation in scope. The central

interests of their objectives were puatbgood. They had expectations of each otaed, of

" Kerber,Toward an Intellectual Historys5: Berkin, Revolutionary Motherg1-25; Cynthia Kierner,
Beyond the Househol d: Wo me fi&5,(ItHadaaCoraell UniverdithPeessE ar | 'y S o
1998), 2.

> Kierner,Beyond the Household; Kerber,Toward a Intellectual History55;Berkin, Revolutionary
Mothers,21-25.
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the outcomes of their endeavoas a resultsome relationships collapsed while other
remained intact and surpassed hopes. The unions forezsitlemonstratéhat political
ideas in the era of revolution were capable of being greater than théeratisns of

gender, class, ethnicity, race, or religion.
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CHAPTER

AN IMPERIAL PROJECT GONE WRON®
Political Friendship Crossing Gender and Ré&gie William Johnson and Molly Brant

Enlightenment and personal experience enabled William Johnson1Z74%to
forge political friendships across ethnicitesdgenders, independent of religion, and
eventually for a far greater good than his own personal interests. In the Atlantic World
power and position were largely procured from family, networking, and patronage. For
enterprising men, with the right contieas, the American colonies could create
fortunes. Additionally, the British government consistently needed such men to serve as
administrators and officials for policy enforcement in the colonies. Beginning in the
1960s, historians have defined the &ripl Project as the bureaucratic impulse, from
1748 through the planning of the Southeran@aign in 1778, to revitalize and
aggressively expand British imperial authority in North America. In the framework of
Britainos | colpnges grirmdly exsted fpr@tdity and profit of the
government: economically and militarily, for trade, employment, natural resources and as

outposts against foreign aggression and competitiorThe fact that native people

® Formation of the Lords of Trade, in 1675, was such a measurengsten administrative ties
between the Crown and colonial governments. The Imperial Project was an intensification of bureaucratic
control over the North American colonies especially
Presidency of the Bod of Trade) through the political planning of the southern offensive under William
Knox in the Colonial Office, in 1778). Thepastoder n t one of this term is ana
Enlightenment Projectodo as a decololsnsonandtheBoants,anl ei ght
their overseers in Whitehall, deliberately sought to undermine the Whig notion of the Empire as implicitly
and i mperfectly embodying wh@aotvaAdmaimm@matthhemrail it wy.do fie
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inhabited desired territory was basicathglevant. Native American land could be
purchased or appropriated. Native Americans themselves could voluntarily evacuate, be
physically expulsed, or exterminated. In most aspects William Johnson acted in
accordance to the patterns of traditionafgadge, but in his relationships with Native
Americans his approach was influenced by enlightened theory and personal experience.
Johnson was an empathetic exception to the British nbrrhis political alliances he

sought measures for preservation ofik@American culture and society instead of their
destruction.

William Johnsonés psychol ogi cal perspec
country ravaged by overt religious and ethnic prejudice. Born to a Catholic family in
eighteenth century Ireland,h e experi ences of Johnsonds yo
able to understand and appreciate the tribal kinship and political networks of Native
North Americans. The Ireland of his youshill steeped in mystical Celtic ritual had
managed to become strahgg congruent with the inhabitan
connections remained strong, although technically the clan systems of Ireland and

Scotland had been outlawéd.Clans were communities of people connected by a

historian Jacle . Greene writes, fiwere all metropolitan Brit
sense, Native American Indian Agents and their indigenous clients, were metropolitan Britons as well as
being freelance frontier imperial operatives. Jack P.iceee Al ntr oducti on: Empire ar

Exclusionary Empire: English Liberty Overseas, 1:d@00(New York: Cambridge University Press,
2010), 11, and Jack P. GreeMgtropolis and Colonies: Changing Patterns in Constitutional Conflict in
Early ModernBritish Empire, 16071763 (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1994)-43.

"3, J. Connolly, edThe Oxford Companion to Irish Histo(@xford: Oxford University Press, 1998).
For insight into ancient and medieval history of Ireland see Thomas G#twithe Irish Saved
Civilization: The Untold Story of Ilrelandds Heroic
Europe(New York: Doubleday, 1995) and Geoffrey Moorhousgn Dancing: A Vision of Medieval
Ireland (New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1997). Comprehensive histories include Mike Chonin,
History of Ireland(New York: Palgrave, 2005) and Christine KinealyiNew Hisbry of Ireland(London:
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common ancestry that shared mutual aimsiterests for the security and welfare of its
members. Their Chiefsr Chieftains, considered leaders among equals originally
appointed by clan members before becoming hereditary, were primarily responsible for
protecting territorial integrity. Unfounhately, habitual antipathy between clans created
political instability and disunity that left the population vulnerable when invaded by the
English. By the eighteenth centupeople in Ireland, under English control, had
witnessed a collection of discrimatory enactments collectively known as Penal Laws or
Penal Code&’

Theserepressive laws were actually a compilation of statutes, produced over
generations, directed toward the Roman Catholic majoritytaradlesser degreat
Protestant Dissentef$.Catholics were restted from secondary educatiand
forbidden to teach or operate facilities of higher learning within Ireland. Catholic
Bishops had been banished, parishes were linatadingle clergy member, and
members of the priesthood were forbidden to travel in Ireland. Such laws restricting
religious consciousness were notoriously hard to enfoespecially on an entire

country. Catholicism remained the religion of the majantireland. More easily

Sutton Publishing, 2004). On the Protestant movement in Ireland see S. J. (eldaipn, Law, and

Power: The Making of Protestant Ireland, 166060 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992). For

material regarding the Irish in @mial North America see Patrick Griffifhe People with No Name:

Il rel andds Ul ster Scots, Americabés Scots-1m4i sh, and
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001); Timothy J. Meddper Columbia Guideotlrish American

History (New York: Columbia University Press, 2005); Kerby MillEmigrants and Exiles: Ireland and

the Irish Exodus to North Ameri¢®xford: Oxford University Press, 1995); Kerby Miller, et &lish

Immigrants in the Land of Canaahbetters and Memoirs from Colonial and Revolutionary America, 1675
1815(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005) are excellent sources.

8 penal lawsverealso referred to as penal codes, or more recently as popery laws. The terms are, in
most casesnterchangeable.

9 Connolly, Oxford Companion to Irish History38.
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enforceable, however, were restrictions on civil, economic, and military participation.

Catholics were prohibited from owning, manufacturing, or selling weapons, books, or

newspapers. They could not own a horse worth more thapdiunds, purchase land,

rent land worth more than thirty shillings or for longer than thomng years. They could

not vote, hold public office, sit in Parliament, practee, or hold military posts.

Catholic estates had to be divided between elkstins of the deceased, not entailed

(bequeathed to the eldest), in an effort to shrink family acreage below that needed to

sustain a family, thus removing Native Irish from land ownership. Loss of property

combined with the lack of education and bartiragn the avenues of power reducad

| arge portion of Irelandds Catholic popul a

Orphans of Irish Catholics were supposed to be raised in Protestant households thereby

being acquiesced to the faith of theadat The last existing popery codes were not fully

repealed until Catholic Emancipation in 189%iftyf i ve years after Wil l

death. Measures taken against Native Irish paralleled those Johnson witnessed being

imposed against Native Americanselm i t abl y, a man of Johnsono

experience would have recognized the repetitive pattern of repression through policy.
Encouraged by his uncle, and patron, Sir Peter Warren, Johrssedo the

religion of Englandbderpewérobhbledehsad rHisen

Admiral in the Royal Navy, amassed a fortune, and accumulated vast tracts of property in

Ameri ca. Al t hough most of Sir William Joh

8 Connolly, The Oxford Companion to Irish Histqr38.
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religiously ambiguousit does not correlate intconversion as an easy decisibrHe

was raised in a large family headed by Catholic parents, and at least two of his uncles

8 Many historians perceive Sir William as having been a devout convert to Anglicanism, others deduce
him as indifferent to religion, most agree his religious conversion was an expedient means td goccess
himself personally and, later, for the Nativetidas. Alan Taylor, who has exhibited his prodigious

knowledge of Sir William Johnsonbé6s papers, i s one s
Church of Engl|Dwided Grouhgd 5 Thy!| whereas Fintan O86Tool e,
Angl i can faith as a fimeans to an end, 0 stressed that
(White Savage26-7 ) . Even a man with Johnsonés great abilit
repression that suppressed personal busingkgry, and statecraft ambitions. As Colin Calloway noted

AEnglish antipathy toward Roman CatShratdhiofaPenm was not

1763 and the Transformation of North Amer{€xford: Oxford University Press, 2006, 152). Irddibn,
William Johnson certainly espoused enlightened ideals at a time when the Catholic Church, with the
exception of the Society of Jesuslesuit-- educators, was still adjusting to Enlightenment theory fearing
greater loss of political power. Reghasks, | did not discover Johnson to be a man particularly attached to

Protestanti sm. For the most part, Johnsondés own wo
ifé | think it the duty of every deothedhteresasofatClourcit ont ri b
éoifad churtdd, choatrcfi i s an i mportant distinction for

Volume VIII, 188). Instead, | think he was often deliberately misleading. Johnson walked a fine rope: a
religiously tolerabhman before the concept was socially embraced. His papers clearly indicate his religious
tolerance: people he had settled on his lands stemmed from a wide range of religious faiths, built churches

and were free to worship as they wishieédcluding Cathéics although Penal Codes had not yet been

rescinded; Johnson recorded pleasant dinner conversations with priests in his journals; he named the
Masonic Lodge he founded in 1766, the first in the
HibernianCos er t was mentioned in correspondence. Furthe
considered the conduct of the Jesui t-30).dohtsonwhse wor t
a complicated man in troubl e dentdemereneouslystatdadasas Johns
British instead of Irish, so too have his religious sentiments been misread. His journal often reveals

sentiments that are contradictory to those recorded in his correspondence, or even between different

recipients. Johnsopromoted religion among the Native Americans as a means of survival, to retain their

natural skills (i.e. Hunting) and territory while making a slow transition to assimilation or forming a

Airegul ar societyo, for as dhpepr bedmvitorwad comegatNioblt
Hunterdo to also be a ACivilized Member of Societyo
the member of any religious persuasion é0 although,
denominat o ri $i@implies evangelical Dissenterdhad ulterior motives (SWJP, V, 528). Sir

William insisted that it was better for the Native Americans to be Christianized by Anglicans instead of
Evangelicals. Johnson felt, as he pointed out in a 1763spameence, that there were only two

denominations in the region to choose from: the Church of England or Dissenting Presbyterian ministers
whose fAzeal ous Belchings of the Spirit, resembling
Indianstobes 0 caught wup in ASinging Psalmso that they ne:
becoming fivery Worthless members of Societyo (SWJP,
objective of religion as a means of Native American civilized assimildtioacceptance by the white

world. Johnsoralso supported and promoted education of Native Americans and whites. Sir William

opened the first free nesectarian school in New York province in 1763. The first teacher to the school in
Johnstown was anilrs hman, Edward Wall, who concentrated on t}
manners. Johnson believed that education granted understanding and tolerance for others which made

better citizens for society. The education of Native Americans, as wekiagmbrace of religion, would

allow them faster integration into white acceptance and the avenues of power.

r
h
0
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were priests. He was a descendant of ancient Irish clans and noble Norman Catholic

invaders that arrived with William the Congae His correspondence, and Last Will and

Testament, indicate that he was fondly connected and financially generous to the Catholic

family he left in Ireland. Choosing to convert in order to seek fortlmensoraccepted

Wa r r e n insl738td niapaggroperty along the Mohawk River in New York,

approximately fortymi | es from modern day Al bany. Whil

estatesJohnson bought treeof land for himself and eventually lefthistne 6 s e mp | oy .

He opened tradingosts that exchaeg with white settlers and Native Americans alike,

and accumulated wealth from fur trading. Before his death in 1774, Johnson was

estimated to be one of the richest men in the colonies. He was a land speculator, as well

as a trader, merchant, soldier, aggnt for the British government. A maingoeat

energy, perhaps an oashiever, it is probable that Johnson had a psychological need to

redeem his familyds social prestige.
Johnson has been described as B%dith fAexp

wast o J o lgreatadvardage that he had been adopted into Iroquois tribal society.

Documentation, albeit Caucasian comment, indicates that Johnson was well respected by

the tribe. The translation of his Indian namMé&rraghiyageyme ans fdl® man w

“AExpl oiter an dAmericdn RevoluiorfQ;aRbHero RogeyRonteach, or the Savages
of America: A TragedgLondon, 1766, reprinted with an introduction by Allan Nevins, Chicago: The
Caxton Club, 1914), 180. Call oway discusses Johnso
Calloway,Scratch 64.

The Mohawk Tribe was a member of the Six Nasi@f the Iroquois Confederation which refers to the
social and political alliance of Mohawk, Cayuga, Oneida, Onondaga, Seneca, and later, the Tuscarora tribes
of North America.
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under t akes ®Heacentinued totexpang His.vast land holdings and built a
mansion, Johnson Hall, which served as a gathering point for Native American councils.
Mohawk status was elevated within the Six Nation Confederacy and the tribegrofit
from increased business when Johnsmved the management of Indiaffairs and
Indian traden 1762 from Albany to Johnson H&fl. Fifty rugged miles separated the
locations, limiting Albany government interferenceéConsidering his background it is
not surprising that Johnson identified with Native American peoples, was comfortable in
their culture, and committed to theirsurvi¥al. ni t i al |y Johnsonds tra
served his personal interests but subsequently his esteem for Native dtdrecklas
perspective from personal to communal.
Johnson6s success and economic prosper.
and religious chameleon. The British had n

especially when t hel769 stretehed BYitshanmaspoweMtaits ( 1 755

8¥Judith Gross, fAMolly Brant: TfernAmgitan ReipdOsis ent at i
(1999), 27.

8 present day Johnstown, New York.

®06Toole argued that similarities between Irish ar
enough to enable Johnson to easily move between the two. Somelpasailbe drawn between the
kinship cultures of the tribal societies but | cont

political experiences.
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Figure 1.Map of New England, New Yorkandpars of Canadand Pennsylvania.

Oneplatefronri A Map of the British and French Dominions i
Limits, and Extent of the Settlements Humbly Inscribed to the Right Honourable The Earlfak tdali

the Other Right Honourable The Lords Commissioners For Trade and Plantations by their Lordships Most

Obliged and very Humble Servant Jn. MitchkelEngraving by ThomakKitchin. Publishedn Londonby

John Mitchell, 1755.

Massachusetts Historical Society mhs.org
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i mits. Government officials relied heavi

Americans to the British cause against the Fréfidhith the assistancef his Native

American allies Colonel Johnsonds troops w

(1755). In reward Johnson walevated to the rank oégeral and received a baronetcy.

He accepted the position of Superintendgrihdian Affairs for 8 the northern olonies

the same year (1756). Sir Williamds paper

contemporaries support, genuine respect and affection between Johnson and members of

the Iroquois Natiofi’ Interestingly, he observed the same diesliin many Native

Americans that the Founding Generation felt essential in political friendships: virtue,

integrity, honesty, and interest in the co

actions indicate, as addressed later in this chapter, that hstentlg advocated Native

American rights. In fact, his objections regarding the maltreatment received by Indians

increased over timeThis was especially evident upon his marriage to Mohawk Molly

Brantin1759andafté¢rh e cessati on Wafinlif6Be Seven Year so
The marriage of Sir William Johnson and Molly Brant was political geffius.

Their relationship, aside from being a union of love, aligned their two clans socially,

8 Johnson served as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs principle agent for New York CbTeid).
Hi s diplomatic skills became -48vwhehdeviasablatorecruft Ki ng Ge
Iroquois warriors and white volunteers to fight on behalf of the British. He was commissioned the rank of
colonel.

8 n particulartheppe r s o f Si r-in-M, Guy Johmednsind Daniellaus, and ministers
Samuel Kirkland and Samson Occom.

8 There is no record of Sir William Johnson and Molly Brant being married in a Christian ceremony,
however, Mohawks perceived themasar mal |y united coupl e. Since hum;
important component in this dissertation, that Sir William was comfortable with and acceptable to Mohawk
tradition and that they considered themselves partners in a form of marriabelisyé, the only condition
that need be considered. Their children, the eight of nine who lived to adulthood, carried the surname
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militarily, and politically. They both understood the workings of statearafttraditional

kinship networks. Both individuals utilized their diplomatic abilities crogsurally:

Molly addressedachemst councils and William corresponded and met with British

officials. As it became apparent that the Mohawks would diminisialure to the British

following the French and Indian War, Willilama nd Mol | yés ga@nal s conce
strengthening community. Their princigadlitical objectives turned to the losigrm

preservation and autonomy of the Mohawks. Their context of naéidralready begun

to evolve, seeking political autonomy, crazdtural equality, and maintaining political

Figure 2.Sir William Johnson Figure 3.Artistic Rendition of Molly Brant.

uppercanadahistory.org No portrait of Molly Brant exists. The Canadian
Government commissioned the above rendering
drawn from written descriptions and portraits of
related family membersuppercanadahistory.org

Johnson. Those who married made socially and/or politically advantageous marriages which, at the time,
would have been virally impossible for offspring considered illegitimate. Molly retained her adopted
fatherds surname of Brant possibly as a means of re
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Figure 4. Gravesite of Sir WilliadohnsoratSt . Johnds Epi scopal Chur ch,
New York

Image courtesy of roots.com.

Notably, Molly Branb s gnShwénds Epi s c op aibun@drkedthe &xact e met er vy

location in question.

precepts of matrilineal society. An extensive study could consider if the JeBresan
alliance would have been powerful enough to have established a political dynasty that
was crosscultural and crosgendered had the British suppressed the Americaisreb
after 1776.

Mary fiMol | 3786176)armekonyatont>’ was a politically active
Native American woman but her marriage to a powerful white man, and sister to a
renowned warrior and leader, long placed her story on the historical sidelines. Molly and

William were partners in life and politics, partakingirefmd s hi p t hat i |l |l ust

8 Tekonwatontis the spelling incorporated by Maurice Kenmlyo is a member of the Mohawk tribe,
and poet biographer of Molly Braribegonwadontis also used I't transl ates as fiShe
Outnumberedo or fASever al Tekanwatoniiddly B@nt €17361795MRoemsi c e Ke n
of War(New York: White Pine Prs, 1992).
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consci ousnes s® Théir pdittal agenda ineludedsthe preservation of

Native American territory, the protection of her people, and preparation of Joseph Brant

as a Mohawk chief with the ability to understand cradsural relations and the

diplomatic skills necessary for effective political leadership. Primary documentation of

Mol I yos Il ife is exceptionally Iimited. Fi
American Revolution, more were lost in the diaspora ofjeeple that followed® In

addition there is a language difficulty for those unfamiliar with the Mohawk vernacular.

Molly could speak, read, and write in the English language but chose to use her native
languag€e”? She was born into the Wolf Clan of thhawk tribe, a matrilineal

community in which lineage was established by the mother, women participated in

village political life, and were seen as-pmviders in the community. The children
traditionally carried t hesstepfathert Nickus Brant n a me .
(also known as Brant Canagaraduncka), that she adopted her surname and retained such
following marriage. Brant was an important member of the Turtle Clan whose matrons
selected the esteem&dkarihoga- essentially the principaliplomatic chief. As the

daught er (t hcehinlodirieonndo ow a si sntoetpaghenChief of t hei r

Brant (diplomatic rather than war chief) s

PJudith Gross, fAMolly Brant, o 35.

®“Nancy L. Rhoden and lan K. Steele, edie Human Tradition in the American Revolution,

Kat herine M. J. Mc Kenna, AMol ly Brant OMiss Molly, &
(Delaware: 8 hol arl'y Resources Inc., 2000), 183. McKenna ¢
English schools éo0 | may have been a Church of Eng

t
English is reported to have been fAi mpeccabled (189)
92 MauriceKenny, TekonwatontMolly Brant (17351795): Poems of WgNew York: White Pine
Press, 1992), 8; Barbara Graymdrtte Iroquois in the American Revoluti®yracuse: Syracuse

University Press, 1979), 416.
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clans. The influence of European patrimonial inflcee may have aldactoedin
Mol | yos adoption of her s yMollyawitmessed, Li vi ng i
firsthand, diplomacy at work. Her sabnfidence appears to have been well developed,
perhaps a byroduct of living in a wealthy househadahdhaving contact with
individuals from different cultures who cduacted business with Brant. Thagperience
enabled heto developnto an educated, competent woman, respected for her
intelligence, good sense, and the quality of her character. Intghgsthe insights into
her persona are most often revealed from notations in letters and journals by white male
contemporaries. Mol |l yds kinship connecti o
significant political power within the Iroquois Confederaagd later head matron of the
Six Natin s . ARShe wasaca idviep|foomacte, ian plroohnsonads
advocate for their causes on the %andonti er
an important partner in a political friendshiatltrossed the perimeters of gender, power,
and culture.

Having spent his youth in Irelandohnson understood fingtnd the destruction
that could be wrought onto a society by economically opportunistic invading forces.
Psychologically it must have beemtivating factor in his desire to protect Six Nations
peoples and act as a moderator for empathy. Sir William and Molly were earnestly active
in the protection of Mohawk territory befo

1762, Johnson had writténi s mi | i t ary superiors stressin;

#®Gross, fAMolly Branmtalodo f3r0i.endAsofa Mollolsyed sp esrtseopf at he
long before she was of marital age; he was seventeen years her senior.
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lands. In correspondence to General Sir Jeffery Amherst, Commander in Chief of British
North America, dated July 1762, Sir William warned that the maltreatment experienced

by Native Americansmad t he t heft of their | ands woul d
troubleé [and disrupt] é political measure
for some time with the many Natiad¥' In a report to the Lords of Trade Sir William

wrote that erleeamondiedinos bfwstories that the
and that they had made war against fhe Fre
As conflict lessenetetween British and French forces, Johnson reported the Six Nations

A p | a iumd| itfthefwar] was carried on, to see who would become master of what was
the property of ne% Inh763, Johnkos contacted John Tabdn e ot h
Kempe, royal attorney general for New York, to convince him of the Indianse a |

inclinations to keepheirL a n d’sJohdson had warned Amherst that many of the Indian
Nations contended th#tey had experiencedcreased threat to the security of their

lands, their autonomy, and their personal wel&anee the British victory over the

French Amher st who was fAarrogant and ignorant
something to be governed® Amhte rrse st iwatse ca na

William had sea before-- the subjugation of a culture.

% SWJP, Il, 10-11.

% fiDocumentsRelative to the Colonial History of the State of New York 7 :5B52s8e specifiquote
575, last accessed October 20410p://www.archive.org/details/documentsrelativi5newyubireafter
referred to alNYCD.

% NYCD, 7:523575, see November 1763 and sfieguote on 575.

" SWJP, IV, 117-18.

%Calloway,Scratch 69.
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To Native Americandriendship wa an alliance based upon mutual trust,
generosity and reciprocityi t certainly did not identify v
of retrenchment. In Iroquois society diplomatic relations involved language laden with
representations of friendship and kiiggtfamilial metaphors, and integrity between the
parties was a foregone conclusion (of course, not all individuals subscribe to the modes
of the majority). Alliances, in Native American culture, most often referred to
Afriendshi pso asdeguals whereas Englsh diptorhaticrlasiguaga
featured paternalistic representation betw
superiority over the othet> Sentiments of superiority breed prejudice and intolerance.

Cultivating Native American feor was expensive, thus resent&lParticipation
in the Seven Year so0 War h adiantbsystemswopt ed Nat i
production and traditional economic patterns. In return for their war involvemdian
communities relied on allies to pide them with food, clothing, and gunpowder, but the
English suddenly cut back on supplies when their Indian allies were no longer f8eded.

In 1763, when Indians expected to receive British goods andapisconscious
officials and profitmindedBrit sh traders were avhenin a gene

Amher st , as commander, stated Al Cannot Se

% Calloway,Scratch 49.
19 calloway,Scratch, 63-65.
101 Ccalloway,Scratch 48.

192 calloway, Scratch 48; Calloway American Revolution§9; Taylor, The Divided Ground23-27.
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Provis o n $%&taneant thatas long as he was in control, no assistance would be
forthcoming,regardless of the conseaques suffered by Native Americasnherst also

forbad the sale of guns and ammunition to Native Americans, which made accustomed
hunting nearlympossible and arguablyamounted t@ death sentence. It also meant that

there wouldoe nodeerskinstotradea pr i mary commodity in | ndi
actions fiseensepdi rniotte d ubsutt neEfdeasons inodasedaggr e s s
the British pressured Indians to adopt codified English laws, including execution for

certain cimes. Government or State-- ordered execution of an individual was a totally

alien concept to Native Americans. Quite simply, they were appalled, very resistant, and

more determined to remain autonomous. In his colossal egotism Amherst thought he

culd bring the I ndians to heel-1765),ahe r esul
bloody revolt that damaged or destroyed most of the settlements and British Forts in

Indian territory and along Pennsylvania and Virginia frontt&t&ir William had

forewarred t he Lords of Trade in London, in 17E¢€
contempt would have dire consequen®@sUnf ortunately, Aif gener.
defined alliance, none exis®ed with the co

103 SWJIP IIl, 185-6; 345; 53631;733.

1% paniel K. RichterFacing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early Amef(i€ambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2001), 192.

1% Taylor, Divided Ground32.
1% NYCD VI, 525.
197 Richter,Facing East]192.
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Amher st 6s f ofrbm cou g hstt aa ercaianf tof death dov
the North American interiorodo and upon trad
rebellion’®® George IlI, in an attempt to rejp damage to BritistNative American
relations, offered his Royal Ploa mat i on of 176 3;rangeowar d cr ea
enlightened ™ Asdéllasndectmiing hoongdaries and policy regarding
Quebec, FIl orida, certain Virgin |Islands, t
province of Georgi& basically asserntig territories claimed in the Peace of Paesity

(which officially ehKingGeotghasfirmBcethaeitwasY ear s 0

o
s

fessenti al to our i nteresto and the securi

that the several Nations or Tribes of Indians witthom We are
connected, and who live under our Protection, should not be molested or
disturbed in the Possession of such Parts of Our Dominions and Territories
as, not having been ceded to or pusdgthby Us, are reserved to themn,

any of them, as their khting Grounds¢ And We do hereby st
forbid, on Pain of our Displeasure, all our loving Subjects from making

any Purchases or &%®ttlements whatever

The statement wagven at our Court at St. James's the 7th Day of October 1763, in the

Third Year of our Reigni Our , 6 i n the above context, mea
the King.

1% Gary B. NashThe Unknown American Revolution: The Unruly Birth of Democracy and the Struggle
to Create AmericéNew York: Penguin, 2005), 6B2.

1% pid, 71.

WEpDocumenttaw, History, and Diplomacy, o The Aval on

October 7, 2010, http://avalon.law.yale.edu.
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Hi s Majestyods intentions and threats ap
many of hs subjects who were three thousand miles away. Squatters and migrants on the
frontier basically accorded to their own desir@shnson informed Henry Moore,

Governorin-Ch i e f of the colony of New Yor k, i n d
al arnypeddheb continuous pilfering of their | a
Ki ngdbs gover nment theirvilege amdbpthntihgogroundseéocthem& ng i
theirp o s t &'t Yet, ip 1768, Mohawks were forced to produce an original deed for
Kayaderaseras, territory threatened by white usurpation, although it had been held by the
Iroquois for generations. In spite of having fought with the British during the Seven

Y e ar s,dativEaAmericans of Iroquoia found their territory continually shrinkimg i

size, unable to stem the flood of speculators, settlers, swindlers, squatters, and soldiers

onto their land$™ In 1774, when government officials complained to Johnson that the

Indians had committed offences against white men, he reminded Major General

Hal di mand that fAoutrageous and |icentiouso
against Native Americans; that trespassers, particularly from Virginia, were still forcing

entry onto Indian lands; and, Johnson, waithedt he | ndi ans, fparticul
[would] not sit contented, & see themselves deprivati@f Hunting, their Country, &

theirLives. The few Acts they have committed compared with what they suffer are

nothingo he contested®* Johnson continueayith comments laden with harsh criticism

H19WJIR VI, 309-11; see August 1768.
12 calloway,Scratch 49-65.
1SWJP, VIlI, 1, see June 1774.
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of British hypocrisy and reiterating insults previously directed at Native peoples
fespecially when we consider that they are
we pretend to both, tho as they say we Manifesti t'fd bphasoné6s condemna
erupted from one who had experienced ethnic repression and was witnessing it against
others. Accustomed to success in their diplomatic endeavors, William and Molly met
with significant frustration trying to preserve Mmkk territory.

Statecraft holds little hope when the desired outcome is genocide. William and
Mol l'y quickly realized that the I roquois?o
threat as their land. While Johnson endeavored to preserve Mohahk 5763, his
commander in chief, General Sir Jeffery Amherst, was giving orders to exterminate
Indians. Ethnic hatred toward Native Americans was rampant among British authorities
in the American colonies. Like many othedsmh er st 6 s a nensmandlet y was
had no qualms over killing Indian women and children, as well as men. As early as
summer 1761, Amherst had provided Johnson with an example he considered worthy of
i mitation agai nst™a néaoirsy e ShoNatiorsr e tseutbernTr e at 0
colonies five thousand Cherokee men, women, and children had managed to escape into
the woods after fifteen of their towns were demolished, but Lt. Colonel James Grant had

taken the precaution of destroyibhg00 @res of corn, peas, and beansifsbe Cherokee

114 | pid.
HSSWJIP I, 517, June 1761.
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failed to fimake proper Submi Wsho'dWhabhey ca
Ambherst advised, in a word, was annihilatioot alliance.

Small pox was more expedient than starva
deliberate spiad of the disease to Native Americans was less an aberration than one
might hope or expect. The use of smallpox as a biological weapon against Indians was
actually sanctioned by fan' Thapmakpexsituv e ar r a
was like a phgue. It was highly contagious and greatly feared. iffiial symptoms
replicated a nasty bout of flu accompanied by agonizing head and backaches. The first
sores appeared in the mouth, throat, and nasal passages. The blisters in the orifices
spreadtte internal infectiomn two ways. Anmwardturncaused profuse bleeding from
the eyes, nose, and mouth tissues commonly followed by a quick deatutward
spreadof thevirus formed a rash that could cover the entire skin and orhiceticing
pairful pustules that enlarged daily and eventually seeped rank smelling discharge before
blinding, choking, scabbing and scarring, or causing death. The procesdtamk
thirty-two daysand depending on the case severity, caused a long painful deathldr co
leave the skin horribly seed and disfigured™® Inoculationthat therequiredthe

application of the puike seepage from an infected individl@smeared into a slit

incised on the skin of the healthy person. One hoped for a light case of simaltpch

18 sWJIP NI, 517, June 1761.

7Elizabeth A. FennPox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 17882 (New York: Hill
and Wang, 2001), 88.

18 This summarization on the progression of the smallpox virus on the human body is composed, but
condensed, entirely from Ferfrpx Americanal4-20.
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would grant them lifetime immunity. It was, however, a gamble as the most extreme
scenarios couldlsoresult from inoculabn. Therefore, it is remarkaltleat Sir William
and Molly convinced large numbers of Mohawks to be inoculated against smafijox.
is doubtful that Johnson could have convinced them to undergo the dangerous procedure
without the involvement of his influential Mohawk wife.
Correlation of correspondence dates indicate that Amherst thought the
annihilation of Indians was at hand in July and August 1763. In his dettedJuly 7,
1763to ColonelHenryBouquet at Ft. Pitt where smallpox had recently erupted, Amherst

askedfi Co u | tdbe contriveddo send the Small Pox among those Disaffected Tribes

or | nt¥%Haadssedhati We must on this occasion, Useée
power t o R%dmhesthadhivetten tdJohnsonduly 9, 1763, indicating

the desird h aneasures to be taken as would Bring about the Total Extirpation of those

Indian Nation$?®> Bo u q u e t &"sespansd statedlhd would attempt to spread the

di sease among the Indian tribes fAwith Some

Il ndi ans with AEnglish ®PAghersu@ppontradcrisy tR

119The Amherst order was not an isolated incident in biological warfare against Native Americans,
howes e r it is a case focused on in this study as Sir
enthusiasm for genocide.

2085 0ri gi nal Geoecallar@effersAmherst an@olonelHenry Bouquet on using Smallpox

as a WeaponBougquet tcAmherst, 23 June 1768ccesse@®ctober 6, 201Mhttp://explorepahistory.com/
12 pid.

28British Manuscript Project,o® University of Cali
http://www.college.ucla.edu/webproject/micro12/webpageésimssmallpox.html

Z350riginal Documentso Jeffery Amherst and Henry
Bouquet to Amherst, 23 June 1763, accessed October 6, 2010, http://explorepahistory.com/.
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on July 18'was to use thelénkets,a wel | as to ATry Every oth
Serve to Extir pat? AmHerstsagefl in a mote alatéd dugidazc e . o
to Sir Williambébs deputy s u.pheir[Nativeendent 6 Ge
Americansd] TotalfExctieptat ADorthelessa whitet 6 e s u
lives and British propertyHis correspondence to JohnsdatedAugust 27, 1763, is

chilling in its ascertaiment. Hiswish under | i ned f oputaandsi ed e mph

Effectual Stofto their very Beingis quite sobering?®

If his dispatches are any indication, Amhemstst surely have ranted about the
extermination of the Native race fatef ace wi th Johnsonds cl ose
Al ong with the correspondence, records rev
personal secretary) and George Croghan hadibeen Amher st 6 s physi cal
1763. Hi s statements would have been swif
Croghan, a fellow Irishman, was extremely loyal to Sir William and married to a Native
American woman, and Guy -ihtaWwassvellras higaepheB.i r Wi
Molly and Sir William had recognized thegfound threat to Native peoplasad

coordinated their diplomatic skills to convince thousands of Mohawks to be inoculated in

Sir William Johnson had complained of Col onel Bouc
advance of the smallpox case. To my knowledge no definitive evidence has conclusively revealed whether
Bouquet actually incorporated the scheme. HaxeDaniel K. Richter ifracing Easfstates that the tactic
was actwually implemented by Fort Pittds commander i

23 0riginal Documentso Jeffery Amherst and Henry
Bouquet to Amherst, 23 June@3, accessed October 6, 2010, http://explorepahistory.com/.

% fABritish Manuscript Project,o University of Cali
http://www.college.ucla.edu/webproject/microl2/webpages/indianssmallpox.html

126 1pjg.
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the ensuingyears’Year s after S GuyJoWisdnlvas aomled by His t h
Maj estyds historiographer Dr. Robertson fo
and disease. Guy reported the devastating effect smallpox had on the native population.
He noted that ASir Wi |dMolawksthbehnocilated, whiahu s e d
was attended with so much success that they [the Mohawks] much approved of it
[inoculation] 28

Concurrent with the mass inoculations Sir William directly communicated his
concerns to the Lords of Trade. In circumvegtstandard hierarchical channels of
military protocol he jeopardized his position in order to protect Native Americans. In his
July 1763communiqué to the Lords, Johnson argued that he had gained the confidence of
Indians in North America, had assureddhat i ons t hat Engli sh pl an
entire E3Rweretomly faiseo Infriendship, and trade, was to be maintained
between the two cultures, he contended, promises made by the English had to be
enforced. Johnson not only questionedher st 6s actions, he cl ear
British prestige among Native Americans might have been irreparably ddntsig

William sent his deputgeorge Croghan to England, carrying his missives and verbal

messages. Shortly thereafter Amherst was lestéb England where he was reprimanded

127 Eor Mohawk demographics and population estimates see David G. Hackd®elaian and
American Cultur§New York: Rutledge, 2003) especially the chapter and footnotes by Daniel K. Richter
AWar and Cul tur e: TkPheer hlarposq uGoilso nEexlp eBroi uegnuceet.60s manusc
the British Museum might, someday, be more deeply explored.

2Milton W. Hamilton, ed., fAGuy JoPemsylvanids Opi ni ons
Magazine of History and Biographyy (1953), 326.

1299wWaP1v, 234,
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by Lord William Darlington f 0¥ Anfherstwaspr es en
replaced by Lt. General Thomas Gage. It was a political coup for Sir William and Molly.

In failing health Johnson cortted Gemrral Gage in April 1774nd requested that
the next Superintendent be someone®™fAwho po
He stressed that one must | ive among Nativ
Customs é Di sposi ttdoakKmowkdgd of tHesMagnersn,whighoi n 6 d
Business has bee n'¥sSowiliamovasadvising thatthist h e m. 0o
replacement be a person who could understand, appreciate, maintain respect, and move
bet ween cultures. | n riacipleé Mdtivelohna,d hbee erne ftloe cfits
t he Pd&Wloihmsdnodés actions indicate that he v
of the publi¢ not impediments to British imperialism.

Willam6and Mol |l y6s aspirations for Mohawk
for a short time, but thementoring ofJoseph Brant continued to reap rewards for
generations. In Sir Willalmand Mol | y6s estimation, Joseph
hybrid, a leadetrained to maneuver between the two cultdfésl o s e ph was Mol |y
younger brother, a smart, proud, rambunctious favorite of Sir William. Surviving
correspondence between Molly and Joseph is extremely limited but the contents verify

that the two were oke confidants. The next generation of Mohawks would need a person

1305WJR IV, 234, specifically note November 1763.
1BLSWJPR VIII, 1128-1130.
132 | pid.

133 | pid.
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who was a skilled warrior and talented diplomat. In boyhood Brant displayed qualities of
intelligence, studiousness, and regard for duty. Like his sister, he had been exposed to
Europearcustoms, manners, language, style, business dealingisadrztersent to

school . Under Johnsonédés active guidance J
School, also referred to &woor's Charity School (1754767), in Lebanon (now

Columbia), Conneatiit with several young Mohawks Johnson had ch&Sedoseph

exhibited great enthusiasm for Christian religion and Wheelock hoped to have him
prepared for the ministry. Johnson, howeyv
education in the hands ofevahge c al s, nor for the ministry.
Wheel ock, Johnson prepared to place Brant
University], an AnglicdfiThesouthtéak oh Re
Rebellion halted ;hawswr,mtedtiough higpgoegunityfore ar ni ng
college passedhe remained a lifeng scholar.As a teenageJoseph had gone into battle

during the SeavienWiVYeda rasndo JWdwprgvenmhinselfa i de and

135 Reverend Eleazar Wheelock, 171179, was a Congregational minister born in Connecticut and
graduate of Yaleln seeking to expand his school into a college, Wheelock relocated his educational
enterprise tdHanoverin the Royal Province of New Hampshire. The move from Connecticut followed a
lengthy and sometimes frustrating effort to find resourcessecure a charter. Samson Quca Mohegan
Indian and one of Wheelock's first students, was instrumental in raigiatastial funds for the College
with the understanding that the institute would train Native Americans to minister the Christian faith among
the tribes. The result was far from what Ocduexd been led to believe and he subsequently severed the
relationship with his mentorThe Royal Governor of New Hampshire, John Wentworth, provided the land
upon which Dartmouth would be built and on December 13, 1769, conveyed the charter from Kigygy Geor
Il establishing the College. Thaharterc r e a t e d faa thecedulcatiaa gnel ingiruction of Youth of the
Indian Tribes in this Land ... and also of English Youth and any ofidaimned forWilliam Legged an
important supporter of Eleazar Wheddscefforts -- Dartmouth is the nation's ninth oldest college and the
last institution of higher learningstablished under Colonial rule

1% Taylor, Divided Ground 51.
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Mohawk warrior. In 1763 he went to war againdam 1777 he became a war chief

fighting against the American rebels.

{55

Gl N i
JoSEPH BRANT, (THAYENGANEGEA.)
= CHIEF oF The SIA NATIONS, >

‘ Z:.«/_/‘,,)‘wl

Figure 5.Joseph Brant by George Romney, 1776 Figure 6.Joseph BranfThayendanegea),
c.1780
National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa Chief of the Six Nations

Archives of Canada Print,
Reference Code: S2076

The printon the rightappears to be a reproduction of the painting, but is noticeably more éthmioted
above, the print was produced in Canada, which may indicegeial influence.
The skin tones in the Romney work are considerably lighter, not a condition of reprintin

The American War for Independence aked terrible havoc in upper New York
and Iroquoia. The Six Nationgere divided over neutrality, Patriot ooyalist positioss.
Molly and Joseph served theyalists during the American Revolution. Molly was a spy
and Joseph became recognized as a formidable warrior chief. Their Loyalist support was,

naturally, an attempt to choose the winning sahe] gainany advantage possible for
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their tribe It was veted not indeep belief in the British cause lag a mean® seek the

best outcome for their people. Mplelieved that supporting theyalist cause déred

the most securitytotheadNt i ve tri bes and her familyds po
Americans to be landhungry. That the United States was maintaining African slavery

was unsettling to many Native Americans who feared Indian slavery ialdd a

Patriot victory. Operating a trading store made Molly privy to military operations

planned by bth sides. She passed along vital information to her brother Jagleifd,

providing food and ammunitiontooL,y al i st gr oups .enddledlal yds i nt e
Loyalist ambush on AmericaraRiots at Oriskany. In retribution Patriots burned

Mol | yO6s haphage, forcing Beafirst to Cayuga and then Niagara. Colonel John
Butler desired Mollyds assistance at Niaga
protect i on-in-lawDhoi¢l Clausisforrsed mer stegn, Sir John Johnson, that

A Ma r ytwhl ousda fifty Butlers in managing and keeping [the Indians] firm [in the

Loy al i st Mo#ywlsoespokethefore the war council on Hébéthe Loyalists.

Following thel777British defeat at Saratoga, Chief Cayengwaraghton of the Cayuga
denoured the English and urged the Confederacy to declare neutrality. Molly Brant rose

to her feet before the council and direct]l
instant she transcended traditional matron powers and spoke as a war chief.glnvokin
memories oh e r  h u debda ondéehalf of the Six Natioste convinced trse

already associated with th@yalists tocontinuetheir support. Through the strength of

137 Clause Papers, Il, 13081, Library and Archives Canada, acceddadch 2009,
collectionscanada.gc.ca.
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their connection with Sir William, Molly and Joseph had achieved extraordinatizglol
influence.

Mollyband Sir Williamds strategyespecdedcul t i v
crosscultural spokesman for American Indian rights was especially successful. Brant
was as competent in diplomacy as he was in war, and he walkedbedsigen different
cultures. He became a prosper@anadian gentleman farmer, a village chief and
sachem, who enjoyed the cosmopolitan style of London. His dress habits were described
as impeccable and meticulous, and he alveagsnedware of the impoance of his
visual representation upon others and how the subconscious was capable of influencing
opinions. Brant was educated and enlightened, intelligent, handsome, charismatic and
ambitiousi a winning combination, made more formidable by his succelsghuid
accul turation. Through his | eadership Jose
culture to serve Indian ends: to build a syncretic cultural fire wall against colonial
domi nd®ion. o

The first

shots reached

the world

revolution/

independence

war on/ father

against son against

brother/ torn between

England and Freedom.

The Indian lost®®

138 Taylor, Divided Ground 49.

139 Maurice KennyTekonwatonti: Molly Brant48.
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Ultimately, the Americansd® successful rebe
for Native Americans.

The Treaty of Paris, whictoncluded the direct hostilities between the British and
Americans, gave away land the British did not ewwast tracts of land in and around the
Mohawk Valley. Adding insult to injury, Native American tribes who had fought with the
British were eva exduded from negotiations. larbitratingwith British authorities for
recompenseBr ant 6s di pl omatic strategy argued fo
loyalty rather than attempt to regain the unattainable. Brant recognized the government
tendency to compaate on the basis of loyalty not losses. It was a wise move for his
people. Along with grants of land in Canada, the Grand River acreage, the government
agreed to expenditures for a school, a church, and a mill. The English also remitted
z15,000ohawkée Mhereas the other Five Trib
to share between the fivé> There are both positive and negative interpretations of
Joseph Brant 0s -term results.nHowexar, @ appelrs thakt io thegtwo
centuries that have followed, those Native Americans who hacatethto Canada fared
far betterand receivednore respect than their counterparts who remained in the United
St ates. The key may have been Joseph Bran
Mohawks in negotiations with the British. He understood the culture and politics of

those with whom he negated. Molydb and Sir Wil |l i ambés greatest

3sSir Frederick Haldi mand Papers, RG10acceSsed ober 2
March 2009, collectionsc@da.gc.ca. For a more expansive discussion of how provisions in the Peace of
Utrecht and the Paris Peace treaty were part of a |
Gifts of Peace: Social and Economic Expansion and Developmem Retiiodization of the Early
American Past, 1713 7 6 3 Negotiated Authorities: Essays in Colonial Political and Constitutional
History (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1994)-930.
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in providing Chief Joseph with the cressltural skills he would require to help preserve

the Mohawk people and their culture into the future.
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CHAPTER I
INTELLECTUALS OF COLOR IN COLONIAL AMERICA: POLTICAL
FRIENDSHIP AMONG THE UNREPRESENTED

Embracing EthnicitySamson Occom antbseph Johnsdt

fiWe proceeded to form a Body PolititkVe Named our Town by the Name of
Brotherton, in IndiarEeyawquittoowauconnuak*? This statement indicates that not all
North American communities desired to be subjects of the British Empire or members of
the newly formed United Statessome simply sought autonomy. Brotherton, established
in 1775 on the Nework frontier, was the first community planned by Native American
missionaries for their Indian brethren. While many Native Americans had adopted the
Christian religion in sincere hope of salvation, and possibly acceptance, others believed
that whites wold never fully accept their race and that survival depended upon

segregation. It was in the context of the latter that Brotherton was fotitided.

“ljoanna Brooks uses tghate indigenoos intepfeatuat aultutalgahdopolitical f d e s
forms that entail a blending of specific tribal f ea
Brooks, editor offhe Collected Writings of Samson Occom, Mohegan: Leadership and Litenatur
EighteenthCentury Native AmericéOxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), 3.

Brooks defines the discipline of ethnohistarys fief f ort s t o understand col on
conquest but rather as a complex set of encounters that required of both Native peoples and European
colonists strategic negotiations, adaptations, and accommodadiocsn(,30).

1423ournal entrySamson Occom diary, November 7, 1785, as published in Brook§azhm.

143Brooks, Occom 23.
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Two primary leaders of the movement, Joseph Johnson (c-1778)** and his
fatherin-law Samson Occom (1723792), believed that Christianity and education,
combined with English language literacy, would facilitate political autonomy for Native
Americans. Johnson and Occom, both of the Mohegan tribe, were allied through their
political ideology, theology, kiship, and friendship*> These were strong bonds, each
sufficient to produce a political friendship, but when shared by members of an oppressed
minority they became powerful ties of mutual support for ethnic endeavors. Together
these men directed the uwdition and relocation of Christian members from seven
Algonquin tribes of New England to form the muttibe, or pantribal, community of
Brotherton*® Johnson had initiated the idea but his early death left Occom as the key
organizer, spiritual and pailial leader of the proje¢t’ In addition, it was also an effort
to ignite a cultural reawakening, an attempt to recapture Native American social
traditions of common good, and to restore racial dignity and pride.

Personal experiences convinced JohnsonCambm of the necessity in order to
establish an identitgefining pantribal community. As boys, Occom and Johnson, a

generation apart, had gained entry into EI

14430seph Johnson, a Mohegan Indian, was no relation to Irishman and backcountry baron Sir William
Johnson. Neither the year of his birth nar &xact date of his death is definitively known.

145 Joseph Johnson married Sam&ba c 0 mé's d a u i Pecember T73b i t h a
Joanna Brooks, editor dhe Collected Writings of Samson Occom, Mohegan: Leadership and Literature
in EighteenthCentury Natve AmericaOxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), 3.

148 Brotherton and Brothertown have been used to designate the same tribal movement interchangeably for
centuries. The seven Algonquin Tribes were the Mohegan, Montaukett, Farmington, Nattayange,
Pequot, and Stockington tribes.

“Brooks points out that German scholar Bernd Peyer
Native Ameri can Otconf3¢é.r ature. o0 Brooks,

69



for Indians. Both men were gifted in languagestimg, and elocution. Both became
ministers of the enthusiastic New Light Presbyterian faith and educators of Native
Americans. As itinerant preachers, both had witnessed the repression and poverty
experienced by most Algonquins in New England. Indligoes in the northeastern

colonies had been steadily decimated through war, disease, and displacement since the
first white Europeans had arrivé®f. They continued to suffer from the greed and ethnic
hatred professed by the majority of the white r&eom and Johnson recognized that
poverty, the lack of rights, and social ostracism incited and imbedded widespread racism
and perpetrated more ethnic injustice. Native Americans of New England, by the mid
eighteenth century, resided in small population ptxkvithin territories dominated by

white people. Surviving members of the tribes that had once thrived in the region were
referred to as Aremnants. o The I ndians wer
and Occom contended that @ueswer to theiproblems washe establishment of

segregated communities with enough territory for Native Americans to return to the
hunting and fishing traditions of their forefathers but still embracing Christianity, as well
as implementing a gridased village and EapeanrAmerican agricultural structure. The

community would be seufficiert and a pantribal sovereigntyall interwoven with

18 For causation and effect see Alfred W. Crodbgplogical Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of

Europe, 9081900(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986); Jared Dian@ums, Germs, and

Steel: The Fates of Human Societi@&ew York: Norton, 1999); Stephen Greenblitgrvelous

Possessions: The Wiber of the New Worl@Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991); Elizabeth A.

Fenn,Pox Americana: The Great Smallpox Epidemic of 18Z%New York: Hill & Wang, 2001); Wim

Klooster and Alfred Paduldhe Atlantic World: Essays on Slavery, Migrationddmagination(New

Jersey: Pearson, 2005); Patricia Séed,r e moni es of Possessions in Europe
14621640(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005); Tzvetan Toddhes/Conquest of America:

The Question of OthgéNorman: Lhiversity of Oklahoma State Press, 1999).
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education, egalitarianism and common good (Enlightenment) values which would
ultimately forge a new political identity for the Native Americans.

Personal experience induced Johnsonds a
Americans could best be ministered unto, taught, and governed by other Native
Americans. Conversion was a survival tactic for many Christianized Native Americans
The longstanding argument for white European superiority had been their acceptance of
Jesus Christ. Johnson and Occom applied the same argument to their own people.
Unlike Sir William, who, arguably, made convenient use of religion, Occom and Johnson
were committed to incorporating New Light principles into Brotherton politics and
culture. They adhered to the notion that their native forefathers, and any other
unrepentant Indians, who failed to accept Jesus Christ as their savior were justly judged
assavage.Johnson was more fervent in his opinion, declaring that Native American non
believers were deser vi nTodifferefitdégeesthsmeact an
shared the conviction that the noonverted invited prejudice toward all Native
Amer i cans. Al ready the majority of whites

even those who had fASincerely Separated ou

despised, in the ythaslongbeen dbeousRoolbhnsoan wor | d .
Occom that even Christianized and dciviliz
the white worl d. Occom had stated years e

19 aura J. Murray, edTo do Good to my Indian Bretheran: The Writings of Joseph Johnson, 1751
1776(Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1998), 207.

%0 Murray, Johnson 207.
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t o heav e n™vectommenthdeombeinng the victim of discriminatiomis
autobiographical narrative in 1768. Occom had demonstrated that he was a superb
minister and missionary, but the Presbyterian commissioners continued to treat him as
inferior. They saw Occom as™Whte | ndian fi
missianaries, who could not speak the language of the native people, were paid much

more for their work among the Indians than Native American missionafiés! am an

Il ndi an, ® Occom wrote, ahWhatthé¢wadimpgyingwas mak e
God, who creted all, made him an Indian. What gave other Christians the right to claim
superiority when it was clearly stated in the Bible that God created man in his own

image? Why were Christian Indians victims of racism when they had done nothing to

warrant discimination? Johnson vented his frustration t&oior to his relocation west

he | eveled criticism at the unchriSeti an be
now Brethren [fellow Native Americans Christians], we leave the English [whites] those

who have acted unjustly towards us in New England, | say we leave them all in the hands

of that God who knoweth all things, and will reward every one according to their deeds
whet her g ¢°ldotherworisytivete wauld be a reckoning and Native

Americans would be recognized by the Holy Deity as the more worthy Christians.

However, while on earth, Native Americans would be more harshly judged than their

151 Brooks,Occom 57.

Keely McCarthy, fAConver si on, EarlydAeeritan Litgratur@nd t he |
(2001): 353369.

153 Brooks,0ccom 57-58.
154 bid.
155 Murray, Johnson,281-2.
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white counterparts. Indians had t@pent a morally superior example of Chaisization
and civilization if their segregated communities were going to be considered politically
equal.

Alndi ans must have Teache¥3oOQudomandei r ow
Johnson it was essential thiatlian children learn to speak, read, and write in the English
language. The intention was not to supplant native dialects: the objective was to preserve
traditions and cultural identity (to the exclusion of Pagan religion). Their approach was
bilingual education. They taught and preached in both languages. Native vernacular was
an important feature in retaining identity. English was the language of those who held
power. It was important for Native Americans to understand, and have the ability to
communcate in the language of the whites for economic and legal issues and for
negotiatiors to retain resources and rights. Additionally, Occom had recognized that
Native American children learned by using a different set of skills than whites. He
realized thabral teaching (orality) was a far more effective means for teaching Indians.
Native American culture was based on or al
structure, thought <clusters, redundancy, 0
was pfaetnh et i ¢ ant Hearrteiccoigpnai tzoerdy .tohat At hey d
by ear, but their ey é&%Strategiesidr teathing whitessgui s h t

centered on |iterate styles of grammati cal

156 Brooks,Occom 133.

57\Walter J. OngQrality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the W@kw York: Methuen, 1988),
36-49.

As cited in Keely McCarthy, fConvEarlydérmedoan | dentit
Literature 36 (2001): 353369.
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Acoumtteirtti ve to New #®HBraglean d'd Odcnasdpteddoe] or al
teaching strategies that were phonic, tactile, and that incorporated the natural world. For
example, he placed each letter of the English alphabet on a piece of tree bark fos student
to pick up (tactile), often with a pictogram from the natural world (a leaf on the letter
ALO), then he randomly enunciated either t
Johnson it was paramount that the Native children gain proficiency in Englieey
were certain that maintaining a separate but equal existence required understanding
intricacies in American dealings which was not possible without fluency in English.

On March 13, 1773, Johnson and Occom presented their plan for unity,
relocaton, and autonomous segregation to council leaders of various southern New
England tribes. By December the project, subsequently called the Brotherton Movement,
was ready to invite Christian members of seven Algongpaaking nations to merge
and emigratethe Mohegan, Montaukett, Farmington, Narragansett, Niantic, Pequot, and
Stockington tribes. Johnson and Occom literally wrote and preached their imagined
community into creatioh®® Emigration and resettlement were expensive, thus
fundraisingwasessentih Relocation was fraught with danger and discom#ort
intimidating factors that could inhibit adherents. Communication and correspondence,
speeches and sermons, in Algonquian and English, were necessary to generate capital,

supporters, and settlers. @hworked tirelessly, driven to achieve their objectives. The

159 Ong, Orallity, 49-57.

%0 For an analysis on community and connection see Benedict Anderemined Communitie@New
York: Verso Printing, 1999). Andersonds text, part.i
of print languages on the formaiti of community consciousness and connection. Such connections form
the basis for imagined communities, and their collection of ideals and ideas lead to a notion of shared
nation.
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amount of correspondence produced indicates that these men were networkers long

before the term was fashioned. Friendships and acquaintances developed at former posts

as schoolmasters and nsters provided them with contacts who could offer political or

financial assistance to the Christian I ndi
The most important contact, in the context of the project, was Sir William

Johnson, British Superintendent of Indian Affairs in N&therica. Samson Occom and

William Johnson had established an acquain

the Oneida Indians in 1761. Subsequent visits had strengthened the connection. In fact, it

appears quite friendly which is interestingsond er i ng Sir Wil |l i ambds o
Presbyterians as noted in the previous chdpt&®c c om was wel |l aware o
dedication to Native peopl es. He had soug

regarding a dispute with the governing bodie€onnecticut over land and Mohegan

aut onomy. Sir William shared Occombés and
Christianity were equal components in establishing Native American citizenship and
necessary to gain and maintain political and teistesights*®?> Occom and Joseph

Johnson having taught and ministered intermittently in Iroquoia understood Iroquois

style diplomacy and were familiar with the Iroquoian language. Occom, and later

Johnson, in corresponding with Sir William, wrote in Enghsth incorporated the

traditional complimentary and flowing manner of Native American language, and

integrated terminology common in Mohawk diplomacy of which Sir William was most

®’see Chapter | fAAn I mperi al PrQrgssing Genden EteicitWr on g ?
and Race: Sir William Johnson and Molly Brant, o0 pag

®Murray, Johnson, 198.
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acclimated. The complimentary language of Native American diplomacy cddl@ ho
variety of implications: sincere admiration, appeals, aspirations, polite shaming, even
veiled insults politely delivered. To truly understand the message one must gain insight
into the individuals, their relationship, and the context in which titenmhwas written.

The same theory is necessary in determining the nature of a friendship. Occom
commenced his letter requesting relocation assistance acknowledging that the New
Engl and Mohegans were aware of “fthateSirdatrue f
William had availed to the Six Nations of the Iroqouis (primarily located in New York
territory). Occom appealed for assistance to New England Indians on par with that
received by the Iroquois, and, of course, conveyed the request within compfimenta
| anguage. God, he wrote, in Agreat Wisd
William] in these parts of the World é and
Commisirationi and God hath made you a mideator [mediator] between the Natives and
theotherNei ons, and Now the Eyes of ®any Natio
Unfortunately, Sir Wi lliamés response is |
Capital fire in 1911. Regardless, Sir William was, by political position and strength of
personalitythe most influential spokesman for Native affairs and contacting him set the
stage for visitation and relocation of Algonquin Christians.

Sir Williambdbs support was essential. H

on Six Nations council decisiorsupon which an invitation to relocate depended. In

1833r00ks,Occom,144.
®9bid.
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September 1773, Joseph Johnson, with the encouragement of Sir William, spoke to the
Oneida council regarding land for resettlen@nMost certainly he and Occom had long
conferred on the content and apgch for the speech. He addressed them in the English
language, although from his years spent in the region he was familiar with Iroquoian
dialects and translators were readily available'®8drguably, he used English as it was
the language of the litate, the vernacular of the politically powerful. The delivery of the
speech in English also stressed Occomds an
literacy among the Native Peoples. Addressing the Oneida as wise and beloved elder
brothers, Johnsodescribed the experiences of Algonquin communities:

€ our forefathers were blind, and ignor

Liquors; the English stripped, yea they as it were cut off their Right hands;

-- and now we their Children just opening our Eyes, and having

knowl ed g e --gsayahattn@vdve éeing look around, and

Consider and we perceive that we are stripped indeed, and having nothing

to help ourselves, and thus our English Bretheran leaves us and9augh.
Essentially, Johnson contended that western Indians were fortunate to have had less
contact with whites for it meant their way of life had been less degraded, yet as the

Oneida had adopted Christianity they had spiritually advanced. He asserted that the

English had purposely prompted the Algonquin ancestors to drunkenness in order to gain

%5 Murray, Johnson198.
1% sir William and his deputies were fluent in the Iroquois dialect.

187 Joseph Johnson in Bernd C. PeidreTut or 6d Mi nd: -Writedsindnteb®inms si onar y
America(Boston: University of MassachutePress)107.
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unfair advantagé® They had fAstrippedodo the New Engl an
culture, customs, traditions, and left them devastated. Then, to add insult to injury, they
had the audacity to | augh at t he nilalted ve Am
them gullible. The Algonquin Christians looked to their elder, thus wiser, Oneida
brothers to help them resuscitate traditional hunting and fishing customs. The Oneida,
for the most part, and with some prompting from Sir William, embracedttatiiers
and granted a section of land for the Brotherton project. Occom recorded the news of
Joseph Johnsondés success rejoicing that AS
he promi sed us his assistancaegnemuchjtohelp hi s
u s dlis enthusiasm was compounded by the fact that more members of the Algonquin
tribes had fAJoined to seek for a 'dwe Count
first hurdle in the @alization of their project had been clearedstern territory had been
secured. Johnson and Occom were going to lead their saved, sober, and hardworking
followers toward a Native American Canaan.

Joseph Johnson led the first group of pantribal settlers into Oneida territory in
1775. Occom remaineghxious for information regarding their progress and was quick

to send inquiries and advice:

188 Researchiegarding alcoholism indicates that some ethnic groNptive American among them,
have genetic designs more susceptible to alcohol ad
form of Presbyterianism was the prohibition of alcohol use tlagtse addictive and destructive to Native
culture. Occom and Johnson used religion to preach avoidance to alcohol in hopes of promoting a bond of
spirituality that had been lost over generations.

18%Br00ks,Occom 110.
"9pid.
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Let me know by the first opportunity, how the Indians [in New York]

appear now towards our Indians [from New England], and if anything

is in agitation Worthy of notice let us know-#,Whatever you do keep

Peace among yourselves and hear to one anathgodir mutuafood,

-- Take God with you in all your Concerns, let his Word be your Rule

both in your Religious and Temporal [secular] Concerns, Enrich your

Minds with th¥® Word of God ¢
The initial plan had been for the two men to divide the poljtggritual, educational,
and social leadership responsibilities between Johnson in the West and Occom in the
East. Howeverhte American Revolution erupté@fore many members were able to
relocate, making travel too dangerous. Johnson and the eatheBom emigrants caught
by the intensifying war found refuge among the Native Americans of Stockbridge,
Massachusetts. Not until 1784 was emigration to Brotherton able to resume. However,
the time they spent with the Stockbridge Indians resulted imanbianother of
Johnsonds an-trm@aals. o-olléwing theexagnple set by the Brotherton
group, Christian members of the Stockbridge community decided to relocate westward
founding New Stockbridge in New York territory between 1783 and 1786 ngmo
Occombébs many messages of encouragement to
then go on in Serving the Lord our God and let us help one another in all our Concerns,
May we be found to build up one another both in our Temporal and in our Religfeus Li
é 0'"? His rhetoric to the Native American autonomous community held tones of

theocracy which, inevitably, caused friction as some individuals gained interest in the

separation of church and state. Objective

171 Brooks,Occom 113-12.
172 Brooks,Occom 135.
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addition to being supportive morale boosters, were also sermons to his flock. Part of the
community design was rooted in the morals, lessons, and reasons cited by their religious
leaders.

As the War for American Independence appeared imminent, Johnd@caom
sought to persuade Native Americans against involvement in the conflict of the whites.
Johnson stated his concerns of a bloody war in a letter to Sir William, July 84774,
worried for the survival of their fledgling society amid destructidimey hoped Sir
William would caution the Indians to remain neutral. Unfortunately, Sir William had
died on July 11. Joseph Johnson died in 1776. His death was a great loss to the
Brotherton movemerit* He disappeared while traveling alone and his body was never
found. Joseph had been carrying missives from George Washington to the Native
Peoples appealing for moderation and neutrality. Occom, too, appealed for moderation.
He wrote the Oneida, in 137that he rejoiced that they had not yet meddled in the
AFamily Contentions of t he' Ehefplowigledrac{ Br i t i
from his letter, although lengthy, is valuable for its many important insights:

Bel oved Br et lbinthia @untnh[Amefica] bvp more upon

a level and they live happy, and the former Kings of England use to let the

People in this Country have their Freedom and Liberty; but the present

King of England wants to make them Slaves to himself, and thad®o
t his Country dof-éntsothayate comeovdrkilE|l av e s,

13 Bernd PeyerAmerican Indian NonfictionAn AnthOology of Writings, 1760930s(Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2007), 76.

174 John Wood SweeBodies Politic: Negotiating Race in the American North, 17880 (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press), 324.

175 Brooks Occom 112.
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them, and the People here are obligdod t

over the great Lake [Atlantic Ocean] to kill them. And now I think you

must see who is the oppresaad who are the oppressed and now | think,

if you must join é yoff canét join the o
Occom notes the disparity between English classes in Bvigagus the middling nature
and sense of egalitarianism in American society. Americans were being oppressed by the
British. Additionally, war would reduce Native American numbers and make relocation
on a mass scale impossible in a conflict zone. Iniagkg, Occom grouped whites into
two categories: those who sought liberty and freedom and those who oppressed. If
Native Americans felt they had to participate in the war, Occom argued, at least let them
assist those who were being subjected to repmessibe Americans- for surely, those
who were freed from oppression would not seek to repress others.

Resettlement progressed again, but not until 1785. On November 7, Occom
christened the town Brotherton anidckhe& mem
Samson Occom had been left without his primary partner in the project. Nearly alone, it
fell to Occom to intellectually, politically, and spiritually lead the movement and pursue

diplomacy on behalf of his brethren in Connecticut and New Yorks

accomplished by his ceaseless, exhaustfign painful travel between the two

178 Brooks,0ccom 111-12; Early in the conflict the Oneida had declared neutrality, but like maiseof
tribes of the Six Nations Confederacy they were convinced to choose sides and fight. Iroquoia territory
was destroyed by the years of constant turmoil between opposing factions. Native Americans became

embroiled, sadly and ironically, against eathtber i n a war fidaoth Américanand menoés r i
British.
"8 The Brotherton Indian Nation, o accessed October
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localest’® Occom relied on his brotheis law, Jacob and David Fowler for assistance.
The Fowler brothers had been trained at Wh
from the Montauk tribe and among the original organizers of the Brotherton Movement.
Occom continued to work for the preservation of Native American souls, property, and
political rights. What Occom and Johnson had started together was left to Occdma and t
Fowler brothers to finish.

Driven by the goals formulated in his political friendship with Joseph Johnson,
protection of Native American rights in the newly formed United States constituted most
of Occombs political acadiwwughtidesteuctionmtee r e v ol
land and postvar competition for resources brought extreme hardship. Racial prejudice
among government officials caused unfair judgments and granted white people greater
access to natural resources. Occom petitioned theeCbomt Assembly on behalf of the
Mohegan and Niantic Tribes in 1785, questioning why the tribes were being charged
taxes on the fish they caught that was not for sale but for consumption. With irony he
noted, AWhil st t he Ki nberedheyoElergd sach thingrupod a u't
u s*’® indeed, the formerly oppressed were repressing others. The tribes also opposed
the reduction to one fishing net for two tribes, rather than one each which had been
traditional. They adamantly argued that thebds had done nothing to forfeit their

natural rights. Occom, in the language of complimentary diplomacy, contended that the

178 A fall from his horse had permanently damaged his hip.
179 Brooks,Occom 148.
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tribes ficonclude your excellencies must ha
applyin® again.o
In a 1785 petition fronthe Brotherton Tribe to the United States Congress
Occom argued that the Christianized, and thus civilized, tribe of Brotherton had lost
much as a result of their support for the Americans during the War for Independence. As
others had been recompenseddacrifice so too should their tribe. The Indians had been
driven from their land, forced to leave their personal effects and implements for farming
and trade. Compounding the situation, their defense of the Americans during the war had
led missionary pport, contributions, and aid from British Christians to dry up.
We are So poor. the late war has stripped us of all help we used to have
€ Therefore our most Humble petition an
us a little, in our Settling, in thid/ilderness, we extremely want, and
need, a grist mill, a saw mill, and tools necessary for farffing.
The debtridden United States had little it could avail, even if they had been inclined.
Congress was fidepending omatthen®d| @ ebft . pub
Likewise, the New York State Assembly, petitioned in 1791, declined assistance.
Instead, representatives of New York State began seeking possession for tracts of
Oneidaheld land. Initially the tribe had agreed not to lease to whitesdiar to maintain
their segregation and avoid land disputes, but desperation led to the acceptance of white

tenants. Next the State decreed that white tenants be allowed to buy any land they leased

180 | pid.
¥ Ipid., 150.
®2peyer Turot,586d Mi nd
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from Indiansi regardless of whether the Native Americamers wished to sell it or not.

AAl most instantly, more than half of the B
tract of 24,052 acr e® Siilaht community did matageae d t o
decent level of success. Town records, fraf@al show that Brotherton was a growing

and quite stable community. They adhered, for the most part, to the principles adopted at
the inception. A schoolhouse had been built, as well as two sawmills and a gristmill,

more than 2000 acres cleared and pldntarpenters, blacksmiths, tailors and weavers

were employed by the more than sixty families that had relo¢itdgventually the

Brotherton tribe found the squeeze insurmountable. The United States wanted their land
for white settlers. The Brothertonsocated to Wisconsin in the nineteenth century.

Since the Wisconsin land was considered less desirable than that held by the Brotherton
tribe in New York, the Federal government assisted Native Americans in relocation.
Descendants of the Brotherton Maowent identify themselves as the Brotherton Indian

Nation of Wisconsin and have retained cultural and political autonomy. However,
somewhere along the complicated legal channels, Brotherton Indians lost their federal
recognition by the United States gowerent. In August 2009, their claim for

recognition, and the benefits it awards, was again rejected. They continue to fight,

following the tenacious examples of Samson Occom and Joseph Johnson. True political
friendship is unusual and extraordinary bessathe individuals involved focus on the

greater good, striving to achieve what is in the best interests for their community, region,

183 S\weet Bodies Politic, 324.
184 1bid., 326.

84



or nation above those of self. The political friendship shared by two Native American
intellectuals worked to establistpantribal community founded upon precepts of

Enlightenment and political ideologycorporaing religion as a central feature for

unification.
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Crossing Races: Samson Occom and Phillis Wheatley
Phillis Wheatley to Samson Occom, 1774:
Rev'd and honor'd Sir,

| have this Day received your obliging kind Epistle, and am greatly satisfied with your
Reasons respecting the Negroes, and think highly reasonable what you offer in
Vindication of their natural Rights: Those that invade them daomansensible that the
divine Light is chasing away the thick Darkness which broods over the Land of Africa;
and the Chaos which has reign'd so long, is converting into beautiful Order, and [r]eveals
more and more clearly, the glorious Dispensation\f and religious Liberty, which are
so inseparably Limited, that there is little or no Enjoyment of one Without the other:
Otherwise, perhaps, the Israelites had been less solicitous for their Freedom from
Egyptian slavery; | do not say they would haverbeontented without it, by no means,
for in every human Breast, God has implanted a Principle, which we call Love of
Freedom; it is impatient of Oppression, and pants for Deliverance; and by the Leave of
our modern Egyptians | will assert, that the sameciple lives in us. God grant
Deliverance in his own Way and Time, and get him honour upon all those whose Avarice
impels them to countenance and help forward tile Calamities of their fellow Creatures.
This | desire not for their Hurt, but to convinceh of the strange Absurdity of their
Conduct whose Words and Actions are so diametrically, opposite. How well the Cry for
Liberty, and the reverse Disposition for the exercise of oppressive Power over others
agree;-
| humbly think it does not require thiRenetration of a Philosopher to determine.

The Connecticut Gazette, March 11, 174

As white Americans loudly expounded concerns for their freedom, liberty, and
natural rights, an Africa#\merican woman, mere months after having achieved her own
freedom, Phillis Wheatley (175B784) penned the above letter to a fellow intellectual of
color, Native American Samson Occom (172892). It was one of the most eloquent

and compelling commentaries opposing sl ave

189 etter from Phillis Wheatley to Samson Occom, published first by the New LaRdonecticut
Gazetteon March 11, 1774with numerous subsequent publications both primary and seconltsagna
Brooks offer a twentietitcentury linguistic conversion of the originalTine Collected Writings of Samson
Occom Mohegan: Leadership and Literature in Eightee@ntury AmericgOxford: Oxford University
Press, 2006), 97 An accurate eighteenttentury language copy is available online fdAf r i cans i n
America BBS Online accessed February 2008¢p://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h19t.html
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Douglass, Wheatley was commonly used as an icon of black intellectual perfectibility by
theabd i ti oni st® Wheemasat SAmson Occomds politi
Johnson established a movement for Native American autonomy, his friendship with
Phillis Wheatley encouraged both to apply their talents for sermon and poetry to oppose
racial prejulice and slavery. Their friendship provided each with intellectual and moral
solidarity. 't influenced and prompted on
on the trials and tribulations faced by their races. They understood the persuasive
possbilities of language and the power of printed publication. Although Samson Occom
was the first Native American to be ordained as a Presbyterian minister and poet Phillis
Wheatley was the first AfricaAmerican to publish a bogkoth had been denigrated fo
their ethnicities and been victims of racial hatred. Their drive for personal achievement
was not rooted in aggrandizing selferest: their efforts were in the hopes of promoting
social and political change.

Their friendship wadasedn the beliefsof New Light Calvinist Evangelicalism.
They incorporated religious rhetoric to communicate their arguments for personal
freedoms and civil rights to persons of color. Although few letters remain, it appears
contact between the Wheatleys and Occom wgidae John and Susanna Wheatley,
Phillisd owners, were contributors for the
Americans. When in Boston Occom was a guest in their home. One of the first letters
Phillis composed was to Samson. HisrespectfotFhis 6 t al ent s, as wel |

his progressive thinking, is obvious in his suggestion to Susanna Wheatley, dated March

¥Henry Louis Gates, JlIThe Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America
Encounters with the Foundirfgathers(New York: Basic Books, 20037A4.
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1771, that Phillis be sent fito her Native
know Quaker Women andwhyraolothevdirdan Extraonlinaeya ¢ h ,

C a s'& PhHillis Wheatley was certainly extraordinary.

Figure 7.Samson Occom1802 engraving
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Manuscript Archives and Rare Books Division,
University of Pennsylvania Schomburg Center for Research in

Black Culture, The New York Public Library

Philiswheat | ey6s genius was not i mmedi atel
the American colonies. She had been kidnapped from her family on the West Coast of
Africa when she was approximately seven years old and sold into slavery upon arrival in
MassachusettsSi ckl 'y i n appearance she was sol d on
John and Susanna Wheatl ey ®ifheynémedhee i n wan

Phillis after the slave ship on which she had arrived. Exhibiting intellectual gifts she was

8Brooks, The Collected Writings of Samson Occéy,
Arhe Poetry SFoonudnrdaa tAi.o nQ 60N e a |l ehttp://avcpeengoartiatidaign e 200 9
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taught by &isanna Wheatley and her children. Within a few years she had mastered the
English language, read the Bible, Greek and Roman classics, British literature, studied
Latin, and had a poem published in 1769. Her elegy to Reverend George Whitefield,
1770, worher acclaim and patronage from Selina Hastings, Countess of Huntington.
With the assistance of Mrs. Wheatley, Phillis sought publication for a collection of her
poetry. Lacking the support of the colonial literary community, they had to look to
London fa a publisher. That the poems were written by Phillis was disputed on the basis
of her race, gender, and youth. In many circles it was argued that Africans lacked
intelligence. Women were generally considered intellectually inferior. At the time Phillis
was still a teenager yet her poetry indicated advanced proficiency in history, literature,
the classics, and Biblical interpretation.
skeptics and detractors, arranged for her expertise to be assessedritgen learned

leaders of Boston. Among the board to which she made her defense were Massachusetts
Governor Thomas Hutchinson, Lieutenant Governor Andrew Oliver, John Hancock,
several lawyers, and seven Doctors of Divinity. They all attested to Risilbising

qualified to writethe poems®® Beyond doubt, Phillis was found to be an intellectually

gifted individual capable of complex composition. Many in society found this fact
particularly difficult to acknowledge for two primary reasons: she wakldad she was

a woman.

189 John WheatleyTo the Publick1772, in Vincent Carretta, ed®hillis Wheatley: Complete Writings
(New York: Penguin Books, 2001); %6

89



A significant portion of the white population in the colonies, north and south,
considered AfricasAmericans, slave or free, intellectually inferior. Contrary to less
elucidated assumption, the concept of inferiority was not dpeel by Americans but
was transplanted from Europe. That some of the great minds of the Enlightenment,
Francis Bacon and David Hume for example, adopted such discriminatory concepts made
acceptance all the easier for common minds. There were people mteaded that
Africans were not humans but another species altogether, perhaps descended from apes.
In the colonies, as in Europe, there were men admired for their enlightened intellects who
set an example for others. Unfortunately for those who soughéguality, many social
leaders subscribed to the theory of white male, predominantly Protestant, superiority.
Thomas Jefferson openly expressed his opin
merely lack[ed] the intellectual endowments of otherraces. | n | i ght of Jef f
on Africans, his defense of Native America
same module with Homo sapiens Europeanso a

unattainable by blacks could be perplexing, but it was a maftelor.*?°

Gates Trials of Phillis Wheatley44-47; Daniel J. BoorstiriThe Mysterious Scienad the Law: An

Essay on Blackstone's Commentaries Showing how Blackstone, Employing Eighteenth Century Ideas of

Science, Religion, History, Aesthetics, and Philosophy, made of the Law at once a Conservative and a

MysteriousSciencgChicago: University oChicago Press, 199, 10£102; George Louis Leclerc, Comte

de Buffon,Histoire naturelle, générale et particuligParis: Imprimeries royale); This story is excerpted

from an 1818 letter from Thomas Jef f eehsnannCertteo RO rt
i on
i n:

for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abol
http://lwww.yale.edu/glc/archive/1036.htm i T h 0 maesr sJoenféfs Fo s s foln 6Gol | ect
Degeneracy, Par t | | Acadérhyeof Natoral Bciewcasn Reacti on, 0
http://www.ansp.org/museum/jefferson/otherPages/degenrpbp; Airhomaslefferson@Notes orthe

State of Virginia Qu er y 1 1 0EleétdoniciTexigCerntee, Bnivérsity of Virginia Librargccessed
March 2009http://etext.virginia.edu

b
t
0
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Skin color, indeed, was a factor, and Afriecamerican complexions were of far
greater concern than those of Native Americans, although as Phillis Wheatley noted in
1773, that both Africans and Nadcaumef Amer i c
our c o b wmericaréladians had been described as tawny and tanned, often
depicted as having lighter skin than they actually had in English promotional materials to
attract settlers to the British colon®€8.The #fAr ed o r a duenedblmakl d not h
skinned within a few generations. Native Americans were, however, dark enough to be
disadvantaged and often despised. Afréanericans were further marginalized by
| anguage. The terminol ogy of fibelisicednd was
the morally corrupted, i.e., blaglearted; blackmail; black arts; black as Cain. White was
the ideal of beauty, the fairer the better. In Western cultures white was representative of
goodness and purity. Black was the exact opposite. Dlube darker color of their
skin Africans were judged as wicked and ignorant, suitable only for servitude.

In colonial America, women, regardless of color, held very little autonomy over

their lives and relatively few had the privilege of expansive @iities '** Most men

191 CarrettaWheatley149; JordanWhite Over Black216-231.
192 jordon White OverBlack,241; 2579.

193 JordanWhite Over Black241; 25759. It is common knowledge that Africans were forced into
slavery, but, admittedly to a lesser degree, so had Native Americans and the Irish.

ADuring the colonial period and well into the ni
own earnings, nor could they legally own property in their own name. Under the baaxoof et femean
area of common law that persisted after Americalependence, all property brought into marriage by a
woman belonged to her husband. However, women did have some control over property. At the death of
her husband, a widow was entitled to one third of his property as her dower. Because of this entitlement
husband could not sell or transfer property without
claim that the sale was illegal and demand the return of the property. For this reason, wives usually signed
deeds of sale to show their cemt. Often a statement that a woman was signing of her own free will and
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considered women incapable of independent or intellectual thought, much less so of

political contemplation. Women were economically and legally restricted, without regard

to social position. They were regularly demeaned by the missmgyprevalent in the

era. Gendebashing humor (against women) was relatively common. Women were

targets of ribald humor in public, private, and print (newspapers and almanacs). The

Afairerdo sex (in an irony o fmusteavelbeemal ogy)

shock to proponents of racial and gender superiority when an enslaved African woman

and her poetry were described as fAgenius. 0
According to the New Light Calvinism, O

Aisavedod s ouPBc omeimdes eugeunacle. i s detectabl e amo

poems. As evaluated in the previous section, Occom had long argued that Native

Americansod adoption of Christianity establ

He contendedhowever that they wee politically and socidly equalas well. Accepting

Christ as oneds Savior was a central argum

In his sermorn Christ, He is a New Creatur@uly 1766, Occom insisted the acceptance

of Christianitywasnor e t han spiritually altering: @aN

New Creature, old things are passed away,

name and d°% Fhe mpactiofithe sermdmmessage on Wheatley is

was not being coerced by her htosdiferedn Havard Busipeasn i ed t h
School,http://www.library.hbs.edu/hc/wes/collections/women_law/marriage_coverture

% Michael Elliott,fi 8 Thi s | ndi an Baité: SamsonEadycAmeicanand t he
Literature,29 (1994): 245.

19 Brooks,Occom 173-74.

92


http://www.library.hbs.edu/hc/wes/collections/women_law/marriage_coverture

particularly evident in th&ast two lines of her poe@n being brought from AFRICA to
AMERICAwritten in 1768 whichread:

RememberChristians, Negrodjlack as Cain,

May be refinédd, a'Wfd join thoé angelic tr
She was reminding Christians that salvation was not determyngkirbcolor, and the
very acceptance of Christianity was indicative of civilized behavior. And, worthy black
Christians would be accepted in heaven too as there were no indications that the Holy
Realm was segregated. Wheatley also incorporated thealga@di color tsubtlety
shame, even criticize, those who professed to be Christians yet considered people of the
isable raced to be fdi abol ®Cdresaandingly ne qu al
Occom, in 1768, had written on the racial prejudice hereapced from white
Christians. The Evangel i cal Bi shops of En
with themo h'® ThatoOccore ang Wheatleydammunicated their opinions
to each other is obvious in the similarity of their argumentse cdirelation between
dates and topics indicate that coincidence is unlikely. What we are viewing in these
works is the transition of a religious relationship into a political friendship.

Wheatley and Occom were witnesses to the radical changesvalydarthe
philosophies, principles, opinions, and sentiments of the American people. The Wheatley

residence was on King Straethe geographical center of revolutionary Boston, a hotbed

197 Carretta, Wheatley 13.
198 |pid.,
199 Brooks,0Occom,86.
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for discussions on rights and freedoms in the colony. The loc@8orbrought them into

contact with numerous leaders from the New England clergy. The sermons and

pamphlets available would have kept one informed of the latest philosophical and

theological thinking of the day, concerning human rights and social ctmtréle

transformation in thought that would bind Patriots together was swirling just beneath the
surface. Occom was a guest in the Wheatley home irlit#8°° Naturally, he and

Phillis would have discussed current events, perceptions, and possible egitcom

I nfluence is notable i n Wheat|l-geproldboe!|l egy f
shot by Loyalist Ebenezer Richardson on February 20, 1773, written within days of the
event . It Adwell s on just how hét he first
community together into one o611 I®iBetrious r
poetry was documenting a transformation in American political thought. Wheatley and
Occom hoped that Aprovidence and r@®ason wo
of these two momentous causes [anti av er y a n & Itrisémwortanitoi on] . o
remember, however, that these two intellectuals of color are from different races so their
perspectives on what was best for their people, aside from freedom and tiiféstgd.

Occom, by 1773, had become a proponent for Native segregation and autonomy whereas

Wheatley implied integration for African Americans.

MWg5ara Dunlap Jackson, #fALetters oTheJBunalbflNeggp Wheat | e
History 57 (1972): 21113.

201 Robert A. Fergusorhe American Enlightenment, 175820(Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1997): 1, 3, 13, 173.

2james A. Levernier, APhill i s EivgAnetchndijeramr?d t he Ne
(1991): 32.
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I n her rephygwtlooOiccloentbtser, Wheatl eyods u:
intensely revealing in itself. A review of her correspondence indicates that she used the
term once to Obour Tanner in 1772, again to Obour in 1773, and to Samson Occom in the
famous epistle of Febary 11, 1774. In eighteenth century context the term, as defined
by the Oxford EnglliAcdmmDnicationimade soraryapsemhgessont
in writing; a letter. Chiefly (from its use in translations from L[atin] and Gr[eek]) applied
to lette's written in ancient timegsp.to those which rank as literary productions, or after
the analogy of 2) to those of a pdBlic cha
Wheatl eyds grasp of the English | anguage a
possibility of her integrating the term implausible. Her understanding of classical and
necclassical literature may have had some bearing on her terminology, but it is highly
interesting that those whose letters Phillis refers to as epistles avenhrterndividuals,
each is a close friend of color. Each response by Phillis is saturated with evangelical
sentiments, and consecutively increased in commentary on moral, natural and civil rights.
However, the most important implication may have been thzatiah of the political
power of publication that they were witnessing in revolutiongrg Boston.

It is additionally relevant that the po
became progressively more blatant, rather than oblique. An exantipéegeem sent
ATo the Right Honour ablB04)], Wdl of DARAMDUTH, Higg g e , (
Maj estyds Principl e-Awecrriectaa,r y&co.fo Stna tle7 7f20o,r

1773. She relayed to him that her love of freedom and wishes for the cogoocan

2y ofxor d Engl i shitp://ibproxy.uncgredur y , o
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be most acutely felt by someone who has had their liberty denied. Notably, her verse

does not imply that liberty denied was restrictive to slavery. It read, in part:

Should you, my lord, while you peruse my song,

Wonder from whence my love &reedom sprung,

Whence flow these wishes for the common good,

By feeling hearts alone best understood,

I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate

Was snatcho6éd from Africds fancyod happy
What pangs excruciating must molest,

What sorrows labour n my parentés breast?

Steel 6d was that soul and by no misery
That from a father seizdd his babe belo
Such, such my case. And can | can but pray

Others may never feel tyrannic swiy.

The poem was personal and poli tAS®eanon, as wa
Preached at the Execution of Moses Paul, an In{larr2) whichwas reprinted

innumerable times. Moses Paul was a Native American, unfairly’tiéalind guilty of
murderand sentenced to death. Occom accepted

religious service preceding his hanging. In the sermon Occom condemned the problems

wrought by colonialism, mainly alcoholism, against the Native population. He applied

Asindoasaa | eveling mechanism: all soci al
Negroeso had the same susceptibility to si
equal rights-mo r a | and civil. Therefore, perhaps
204 CarrettaWheatley40.

2%%1n a drunken bar brawl Native American Moses Paul inflicted a blow which subsequently ended the
life of a white man.The argument of his being tried unfairly arises from the fact that he was not judged by
a jury of his peers but one of only white men.
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applied less to what her intimate friendsdirelayed and more to the atdvery
indictment she was writing in February of 1774.

Phillis Wheatley commented with a tone of authority when expressing to Samson
Occom t hat s he wdéhsyoufiRpasena tedpscting thetNeggoes, and = w
think highly reasonable what yod®shefer in
was an intellectual and had been a sl ave.
expressed early in her correspondenceraace prominently in her poetry during and
after 1770. She knew, like many others of her race, that she was more than just a trapped
and transported Africanslav@ne exampl e i s Wheatl eyds use
regard to her ethnicity. In the éigenth century its usage was not restricted to a specific
geographical location but was also an appellation commonly used to describe someone as
ethnically African. It possessed both a racial and biblical context. She cited African
Americans as possibtiescendants of Moses and his Ethiopian wife; the rescuer of
Jeremiah; and a theme she incorporated oft
her handsa tverGeddhi ch Wheatl ey repeats é b
countryo6s [ Et haidohpeiraednscle ptaos stitotrisgpposstbletod o x f ai
observeher outspoken criticisms of slavery increase after her manumission in October
1773. Wheatl eyds tone of racial authority
Occom however, became racially outspoken after four years ofssarching (1768

1772). TheMosesPaus er mon, in 1772, appears as a tul

P35 Africans, BBEBOninaer i c a

"sondra A. Ob6NealWar :fi APISil lalviesd sWiSeuabttlleey 6s Use of Bi
Early American Literature 1 (1 1996) : 154; O6Neal e, AChall enge to W
Ot her 06 Ga mddurnal of Ne§ro Bdncati4 (1985): 50aL1.
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mi ni sterial career and personal raci al rev
occasion whe Occom speaks as a Native minister to Native audiences about specifically
Nati ve Ame F¥ Keemergedsfrom issexpeériences as a political leader for his
people, with a renewed political vision in the Brotherton Movement (1773), and a
A st r eedgesolvestmnserve Native communities and use his growing celebrity to
advance t h?%%Athougotney sought 0 .assist their own races, Wheatley and
Occom continued to communicate ideas to each other for the benefit of both minorities.
They inellectually heartened one another in the support of human rights and continually
encouraged the confidence and courage to speak out against racism.

For Wheatley and Occom Apolitics and th
i nt er t*usnhas dighteenth centyylitics were imbued with theories of
Enlightenment so too was the theology of the age. As Wheatley communicated to
Occom, nADispensation of civil and religiou
there is little or no Enjoyment of one Without theé h e #**éWeheatley compares the
ancient Hebrews and their bondage in Egypt to eighteenth century Afioaricans
who | ived and suffered under AModern Egypt
politics and religion, interweaving her arguments betweehamd religious rights-

laws of man and laws of Gedand asserting that love of freedom in the civil context is

208 Brooks,Occom,163.
209 pid., 164.

3ames A. Levernier, fAPhil |l i s EsvyAnetchndijeratur®®l t he Ne
(1991): 23.

215 Af ri c ans, BBS Onlimalkettp:iwena.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.htridst accessed

November 3, 2010.
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only made possi ble because God i mplanted t
b r e &'8What&he was stating was perfectly clead guite radical, to readers of the
era:-- every human, regardless of race, gender, or social status was entitled to freedom
because it was granted by God, not man. Wh
implications without risk of counterattack. Thevas safety in leaving the political
details to Godods sepd¥lat ei sanadn ailnosgcoruust atbol eOc
sin as a leveler in thdoses Paus e r mo n . They adopted and ade
arguments. Furthermore they incorporated the ptead American Enlightenment, for
which the colonists were actively arguing
rights could not be revoked without that individual having broken a civil code: God
given rights could not be color oriented.

Occom and Wheatley weratfiots but to different extents. Although both
viewed the English as oppressors, Occomo0s
|l i ke Wheatleyds, tied to American success
Occom ad subsequent poetry reflect her belief that American freedom from Britain
would lead to manumission for Africehkme r i cans. I n this train
very flattering poem to General George Washington in 1775, whom she described as
Afamedvfbdborthyor thy virtue more, 06 was int

reflective of the hopes of Patriot§! However, Wheatley was well aware that

2 bid.

Z3Robert A. Fergusorhe American Enlightenment, 175820(Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1997173.
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Washington was a slaveholder. Considering Péillisi nt el | ect ual acui ty,
probable that she constructed the poem to Washington as another avenue te stir anti
slavery sentiments, especially in her use of the goddess Columbia as representative of
Ameri ca. Col umbi a, aysrepteseptedcthe draie, spimit, avth e a t |
ideals of American Enlightenment. This meant the principles of freedom, rights (natural,
civil, and religious) and liberty to all. Aside from the flattery there is a very different
i mplicati on i nef Withvirueaan thyside,/grhye\ety actoh iet the
goddess*dpptigi ag Wheatl eyds terminology fr
not require the Penetration of a Philosophert o d ket implicatiom fer virtuous
actions in ffreedoméso | and

Slavery was incompatible with both Christianity and democracy. By 1778,
Wheatl eyds poetry demonstrates her disappo
formation of the United States. The sense of disillusionment was illustrated in her poetry.

For example, to hondrhe Death of General Wooster

€ While yet (O deed ungenerous!) they d
And hold in bondage Africdés bl ameless r
Let virtue reigni And thou accord our prayers

Be victory ourdés, and generous freedom

24 CarrettaWheatley87-90.

215 General Washington, upon receipt of the poem that honored him, responded by inviting Phillis
Wheatley to visit his headquarters in Cambridgehey met for approximately thirty minutes in 1778. The
issue of slavery troubled Washington, and as John C. Shields wrote on pa@édiof | i s Wheatl eyds
of Liberation: Background and Contetsk nox vi | I e: Uni ver si tiwilloehturd ennesse
a guess that Washingtonds meeting with Wheatl ey con
to free his slaves, as well as to provide them with literacy and skills training. Indeed the encounter with
Wheatley put foreverteerst t he c¢cl aim that Bl ack peoples were 06ms
23 Af r i c ans, BBS Onlimalettp:iwena.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.htridst accessed
November 3, 2010.
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She questionethe incongruity of American patriots, predominantly Christian, who
proclaimed a deep hatred of political oppression and love for liberty yet held Africans in
bondage and denied them their natural and civil liberties. Nevertheless, she retained hope
for African emancipation.

Neither Samson Occom nor Phillis Wheatley lived to see the end of slavery and
certainly not an elimination of racial prejudice even by practicing Christians. They used
their talents to subvert the social restrictions that hadtafédyg limited minority voices.
They had the support, from each other, of afikaded colleague. Phillis Wheatley died
in December 1784, disheartened and definitely destitute. Howevéefishe amazing
legacy of anslavery verse, some subtle poeansi others overt. Occom, undoubtedly
influenced by Wheatl eyds experiences, beca
slavery and Apreached frequently against s
sentiment was not widely vocalized evencamg New En g4’ dnrhid seenorer gy . o

Thou Shalt Love Thy Neighboras Thyself, 1784, Occom stated Sl

Christians, they are unbelievers, yea they
all liberty bu*t He ek patticulad anirgasity or ministare who
owned sl aves, decl ar iancg otrhda tn gi tt owa sh el Ignocsopne

Character and ®Wascinoo@position with the A
and Liberty, both Temporal and Spiria. #'°. Paillis would have responded with a

resounding AAmen! o

217 Brooks,Occom 165.

218 pid., 206.
29 Brooks,Occom 206.
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CHAPTER M

RELIGIOUSUNDESIRABLES CROSS THE ATLANTIC

Laying the Groundwork for Revolution:
Presbyterian Dissenters Francis Hutcheson and Francis Alison

T i M. Aoon.

Figure 9.Francis Hutcheson Figure 10. Francis Adon.
http://homepage.newschool.¢du http://www.archives.upenn.edu/peopl
e/1700s/alison_fra.html
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Lifelong camaraderie often emerges from memmia@tégé relationships but in the
case of the political friendship betweErancis Hutcheson (1694746) and Francis
Alison (17051779) theresult was revolutionary. Thassociation was traditional in its

time-honored pattern for academic training and the imparting of knowledge: it was

however, Hut chesonds mor al phil osophy that

Hutcheson had been developing and teachin§yssem of Moral Philosoplat the
University ofGlasgow, in Scotland, for three years by the time Alison arrived in 1733 to
continue his studies. Not members of theggkaan Church of Ireland, Pregierian

AiDi s s &trouklmosatiend universities or purs teaching careers in their own
country. Disenters who sought higher education had to follow an established
educational corridor extending from Ireland to Scotland. Subsequently the corridor
expanded to include the American colonies as a final destination. Alison had completed
hi s Mast atrthe &nivBrsity of Edenburgh, where he specialized in classical
philosophy and theology and was pursuing his Doctorate in Divinity at Glasgow. It is

|l ogical that Hutchesonds class on Mor al
advanced degrees. Huedon and Alison shared a great deal in common. The
similarities in their interests probably led to long discussions. They were, of course,
products of theultural milieu of time and place: proponents of Enlightenment, ministers
of Dissenting Presbyterieam andpassionate educators deeplffuenced bylrish

perspectivé?! As early as 1725, Hutcheson was constructing arguments on the link that

220|n postRestoration Ireland, Dissenters were predominantly identified as Presbyterians but
encompassed most Protestants who refused to accept theafrghurch of Ireland.

103

P h



should exist between politics, virtue, and societyArrinquiry into the Origin ofOur
Ideas of Beauty and Miue (1725), Hutcheson coined the famous phrase that became the
utilitarianstandard At hat acti on i s lestkappinessitarithe h pr o c u
greaestN u mb &% isthuarguing for the greater good, or in American terminology,
Athe commAhi gowmdsoon adopted HutwnhEBeonbds p:
most effective means for achieving their o
to their c o rfdhytaching snlightened ideasnasratianale for rebellion,
and the ppmotion of religious freedom in Scotland, Ireland and America.

They were participants in a®*Thadition d

connotation of a fAthinking classodo is not a

221 this essay the term Irish will be used to identify individuals born in Ireland instead of the
accustomed terminologies of Scttish, Scotchlrish, and Anglelrish. It is relevant that the term Scots
Irish was not only applied to those of Scottishoges who had immigrated to Ulster, Ireland, but included

APuritans from England, Huguenots from France, and
Scotland, as wel |l as t hA&oclaldHistbraof theeScadlish (N&maYork:t on Jac ks
Madi son Books, 1989), -BpisNoromweBB8ooheladel msud8doby
i mmi grated to North America and who typically refer

finati visto r es entdmees of staaving gnd desblata Faminenrish wha airieed in
America during the mighineteentlcentury was the appellation adopted by+@atholic IrishAmericans to

di stinguish themselves from the new | mmiWiiamant s ( H.
and Mary Quarterly 59 (2002).

222 Francis Hutchesomn Inquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of Beauty and Virtdeyrth edition
(London, 1738), 18@1.

Hutcheson wroté\n Inquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of Beauty and Vir{d§25) while teaching at

the academy he had established in Dublin. In 1730 he accepted the position at the University of Glasgow
but returned to Ireland each summer.

ZCaroline Robbins, fiWhen it i WiliarhaadMag Quaerlyilles May -
(1959): 217.

Darren Staloff concei ved ThéMakingofmeAnerdicandliinkiag fit hi nki
Class: Intellectuals and Intelligentsia in Puritan Massachud@tdord: Oxford University Press, 1998).
His approach addressed intellectuals within Puritan society as a distinct social group with its own set of
agendas.
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exploring the impaabn a given society by groups of educated or experienced individuals.
Hutcheson, who also mentored Adam Smith (noted authbn@fealth of Nationasnd

Hut chesonds successor to the Chair of Mora
David Hume, communidad to an ever enlarging network of intellectuals, many of whom

were his former students. After Alison relocated to America, he kept Hutcheson abreast

on the Presbytery in the colonies and continued to solicit his afvis#hen Alison

planned to open thidew London Academy in 1740, he consulted his mentor. Hutcheson
responded with recommendations for books,
organi?®deiahso initiated a book drive amon
for the | ibraby & lsapeil esmkinp foehministersin 6usef ul
D u b 1%’ Rrobably the most important resource sent, with regard to subsequent

arguments for liberty, wahe Compendiungr Compenda shortened version &ystem

for Moral Philosophy.Alison diciated to students from his personal copy until
reproductions could be secured. I n appl yi
colonial American minds, Francis Alison, as minister, political activist, and educator, was
instrumental in imparting theleological values upon which the United States was

formed??®

2 Few of their letters have survived, and those that have are in different repositoriegeial s
countries. Fortunately, numerous references are c(
example the Ezra Stiles Collection at Yale University.

Eljizabeth Nybakken, +RévolutiandryeAcaddmii essh iTrr adibtiosy mfioma , oPr e
Education Quarterly37(1997): 180.

227hid.

228 Caroline RobbinsThe EighteenttCentury Commonwealthmg@ambridge: Harvard University
Press 1959), constituted a Rosetta Sfondistorians of political and intellectlinought during the
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Hut chesondéds and Alisondés attitudes were

legal and overt religious prejudice had fermented for centuries. The people of eighteenth
century Ireland had hrerited a collection of discriminatory enactments commonly

referred to as Penal La¥S. The target of the first repressive statutes, adopted in 1695,
was the Roman Catholic majority, and, to a lesser degree, the Protestant Dié¥enters.
The Sacramental BeAct (1704) was a constraint coalesced into the penal codes, but it
most affected Presbyterians at the time for it allowed discrimination agayysérson

who would not receive communion in the Church of Ireland. Those who refused to

eighteentt e nt ur y . Political hi storians | i ke Robbins,
P er s p e cAmérivaa distariaal Reviewl,04, no 2 (April 1999); Bernard Baily, The Ideological

Origins of the American Revolutig@ambridge: Harvard University Press, 196Rpbert R. PalmeiThe

Age of Democratic Revolution/olumes | and I(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1959kvor H.
Colbourn,The Lamp of Expenee: Whig History and the Intellectual iQins of the American Revolution
(Chapel Hill: Univesity of North Carolina, 1965)lack P. Green&he American Colonies in the

Eighteenth Century, 1689763(New York: AppletonCentury Croft, 1969)GreeneGreatBritain and the
American Colonie¢Columbia: Universityof South Carolina Press, 197@ordon S. WoodThe Creation

of the American Republic, 17-2687(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1968jood,
Rerepresent#on in the American Revolon (Charlottesville University Press of Virginid969) searched

for historical explanations which led them to develop the field of ideological history. Progressive history,
as successful as it had been, proved too simplistic to explain the persdtiabriet motivated historical
figures. There existed motivating factors that extended far beyond assumptions of position, power, and
prestige. Ideological history incorporated the psychological reasoning, and the thoughts and values, behind
personal deisions and recognized the importance of political culture. Not only did such scholars
profoundly impact the discipline of history, their work has continued to stimulate the scholarship of
subsequent generations.

Historians, notably Nicholas Canry, J. Connolly, and Kerby Miller, integrated the work of the
originators to explain how politics of ideology, identity, and culture was experienced by Irish and Irish
Americans in the Atlantic World. Paul A. Rahe, Darren Staloff, and, Lee Ward, amaosggiothers,
have combined the histories of politics and ideas as a means of reassessment and to gain further insights
into the past.

2 penal laws are also referred to as penal codes, or more recently as popery laws. The terms are, in
most casesnterchangeable.

230 Connolly, ed The Oxford Companion to Irish Histqr#38

106



adhee were excluded from military ranks and banned from participation in government

or civil positions. NoprAnglicans were denied entrance to Irish universities, and

Dissenting schoolmasters were prohibited from teaching above the level of grammar

school. Angher antagonism was Anglican tithing, which required payment to the Church

of Ireland whether one practiced the religion or not. The Test Act was not rescinded until

1780, by which time dissatisfaction with discrimination prompted a diaspama of

educatd, overwhelmingly resentful, group of people to the American colonies. Such

individuals proved pivotal in shaping the colonies into a rebellious and republican

minded society. Inevitably, living in the shadow of oppressidrether in Ireland or

Americacr eated in many a longing f3r liberty
It had begun with European Enlightenment, a repercussion to religious fervor that

had intensified during the Middle Ages and culminated in the Reformation and Gounter

Reformation. Tradional church hierarchy had commanded authority and demanded

obedience. Much of Enlightenmentds early

rationalism. Knowledge and skepticism were fundamental features of Enlightenment, but

not to the exclusion ottigious belief$*? Although it may appear contrary in nature,

1 Caroline RobbinsTheEighteenth Century Commonwealthm&tudies in the Transition,
Development, and Circumstances of English Liberal Thought from the Restoration of Charles Il until the
War with the Thirteen Colonidndianapolis: Liberty Fund, Inc., 1959, 2004), 3.

%32 An explanation of the phenomenon is availablelamilton, Adams, Jefferson: The Politics of
Enlightenment and the American Foundifidew York: Hill and Wang, 2005), Ty which Darren Staloff
identified three central attitudes or assumptions that cleized the Enlightenment movemenhe first
addresses the epistemology of the Enlightenment, its unique posture toward the nature of knowledge,
belief, and human inquiry. The second focuses on the metaphysics of the Enlightenment. It describes the
pecular worldview, its account of the nature of reality, the universe, andutimai condition and role of
manthat distinguishe the beliefs of the eighteentkntury republic of letters. The final feature isia
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many participants in the cultural movement were devout in their flmttine eighteenth
century, philosophers built upon the concepts of Rene Descartes and John Locke. The
French philosophegoltaire, Montesquieu, and Rousseau, centered in Paris and widely
acclaimed, were not alone in their efforts. In Ireland the Molesworth Circle, of which
Francis Hutcheson was a member, formed the foundation of Irish Enlightenment. This
group of Irish sholars, of varying disciplines and religions, were united in the promotion
of knowledge and rejected the traditional political and social dictates. They emphasized
rationalism and scientific application to societal issues, embraced freedom of conscience,
promoted moral philosophy and social responsibility, and frequently stressed religious
tolerance. The members of Viscount Mol eswo
economic and political 1issues thathouwgler e HfAu
not by those of*tonfanentalrEshopenétituti
advanced than that in any other dominion during the early decades of the eighteenth
cent@ry. o

In the past the great Irish intellectuals had been separatiddyyline and
incorporated into the histories of other cultures. Most obvious to the focus of this study
are those of the English and Scottish. Frances Hutcheson is an excellent example of such

academic appropriation. Eohsptdeeeathenhe HAESR

harder to characterize théme first two. It deals not with the doctrinal orientation like epistemology or
metaphysics but rather with a cultural quality, tone, or posture.

Ppatrick Kelly AThe Pol i-Eigheenth®ef n tPuorlyiinB.dceall a nEdcéo n 0 my
Connolly, ed.Political Ideas 108.

234 caroline RobbinsTheEighteenth Century Commonwealthman: Studies in the Transition,
Development, and Circumstances of English Liberal Thought from the Restoration of Charles Il until the
War with the Thirteen Colonidtndiamapolis: Liberty Fund, Inc., 1959, 2004) 18.
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was in actuality an Irishmai® It is in Francis HutchesGif that we can see the most
profound contributions to Irish Enlightenment and the development of American political
ideology. He conceived a new interpretative model fosstbdy of moral philosophy:

one which advocated the autonomy of man and defended resistance against oppression.
Tenets from ideology forged in Ireland proved critical in the construction of colonial
American thought. There was, for decades, much disagréevitim the academic
community as to whether a glorious, golden age of Irish thought had existed, even as

scholars offered convincing evidence. The decades between 1690 and 1750 witnessed the

2%What is of primary relevance to this question of Irish ethnicity is how persons of eightesny
Ireland viewed their own nationality. Some historians note that at the beginning of the eigheaturth
many IrishProtestants considered themselves as Englishmen living in Ireland, however, as argued by S. J.

Connolly inPolitical Ideas in Eighteent€entury Ireland,( Dubl i n: Four Courts Press,
mid-century this sense of a separatenethc i dent ity was in decline ...0 es
patriot writing throughout from the 1690s to the 1780s, which focused instead on the specific liberties of

the kingdom of Ireland. 0 L i k e-sentargt be &lpemot rifidwatls Canny ,
transformations in identity and a selfinsciousness necessary to challenge political authority. This is

particularly well illustrated in Nicblas Canny and Anthony Pagdedsefi Af t er war d: From | den

I nde p e n delonial &déntity mthe Atlantic World, 156A800(Princeton Princeton University

Press1987) Arthur Dobbs, considered a member of the Irish intelligentsia, was a member of Parliament,

served as surveyor of Ireland from 1733, and relocated to North Candlar@ he became the Governor of

that colony in 1754. I n 1729, he had written that
nation whereinhelivet hus hi s concern with I|Ireland&@evea@conomic
counryand a sense of duty to f &dsdyonthedrade ard improvemeat i n  Ar
of Ireland, Part 1(1729) The passagegguot ed by Patrick Kelly fAThe Pol it
Mid-EighteenthCentury Irelad,d  Political Ideas in EjhteenthCentury Ireland S.J. Connolly, ed.

(Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2000), 10@obbs considered his nation, at the time, to be Ireland, as

illustrated by the title of his compositioBssay on the Trade and Improvement of Irelék29). Thus,

his fellow countrymen would be Irishmen, and he does not make ethnic nor religionstdiss. As

stressedbyCanfyeven the settlers in -jatleabtmmthdearlymoderoame t o r
world -- where you were very largely determined wh@ u  w e r e GolofiaCldemtityy267). Hence,
Irish-Protestat | eader s stytiingt shemmesmbivesd AiWi th the Aradic

constitutional thought throughout the eighteeate n t u r y &ingddineandrCplonyl22).

Contributing to a political debate would have been impossible without a cohesively formed identity. The
sense of shared identity is also evident in personal correspondence dated toftihegaaple the
interpretations that have arisen frénish Immigrants in the.and of Canaan: Letters and Memoirs from
Colonial to Revolutionary America, 162815(Miller, et. al.).

2% |n 1730 Hutcheson left the Irish dissenting academy he had previously estalitish@d1, in
Dublin, Ireland to serve as Professor of Mofahilosophy at Glasgow University in Scotland, where his
theories would gain fame as fiScottish Philosophy.
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extensive flowering of Irish intellectual edification in theldis of literature, philosophy,
politics, and theology, and explored issues that dealt with concepts the modern world
would understand as psychology and sociolo
circle of friends found wide circulation within sogretiberal notions for the age, such as
concerns for public welfare; calls for social, political and economic reforms for the
benefit of the poor and improved conditions for the working class; expanded civil and
religious liberties, even equalities; natiyanherent rights of mankind; and checks and
balances in government. It appears that Irish intellectuals had a profound impact on the
concepts adopted by American colonists.

Much of the American and Irish radicalism reflected an ideology developed in
|l rel and and transported to colonial Americ
systems maintained that nas the end of al/l
those thus united ... 1 f the plan of the m

absolute one [the colonists] &TrAdditionally, bound

Awhen it is evident, that the publick 1|ibe
becomes lawful, nay honourable, to make such efforts and changegtothee r n me nt . €
The rights of the people are divine, é and

right of defending themsel ves®®Wywen er ,enfcteh i

doctrine of the right of resistance in defense of the righésp&fople [should not] tend to

%37 Robert M. Calhoon Dominions and Liberty: Ideologynithe AngleAmerican World 1661801
(Hlinois: Harlan Davidson, Inc., 199438.

238 Francis HutchesorPhilosophiae Moralis Institutio Compendiaria, with A Short Introduction to
Moral Philosophy(reprint, Indianapolis: Liberty Fund, 2007), 2284.
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excite sediti?nistheaenwdrdsiceie wasla tomeaset, ain aftitude
imbedded in early American society that went beyond the ideology of Locke. The
influence of John Lockeds deubtbstiteanol ogy on
Hut chesonds opinion, one which he consiste
right, even dutyto forcefully resist tyrannical government. Moreover, the Reverend Dr.
Hutchesomid ef i ned t he aut onomyoloniesdsaenoralnt ual | i b
i mperative more clearly than an®Fraciher pi e
Hut cheson was the man for whom his coll eag
an esteem for liberty and contempt for tyranny and tyraets, wa s t*1 Bhe man . o
individuals who supported American Independence held a common belief that people
possessed the right to rebel against a tyrannical government. Forceful resistance is not a
tenet found within Locke gisofsuchaphilosopteywe No,
must refer to the work produced by the Irishman, Francis Hutcheson.

|l ri sh Enlightenment and Hutchesonds cur
contributed to the enlightenment of America. Consistent with many educated
Preslyterian men born in eighteenth century Ireland, Francis Alison immigrated to the
colonies after attending Glasgow University. Like his pdersvas forbidden to attend
university in his own country oeaéch above grammar school levadison, who

embracd hi s mentords mor al message and didact

239 pid.
249Calhoon Dominionand Liberty 48.
1 David Dickson New Foundations: Ireland 1660800 (Dublin: Irish Academic Press, 2000), 106.
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extraordinary educator and the greatest pr
Hutcheson and Alison, on opposite sides of the Atlantic Ocean, argued for a more
sociological aproach in politics and economics. The promotion of the greater good is
their central thesis. Also illustrative of their radical contemplations were the beliefs that
the people were a constitute power and that both virtue and morality were tied to freedom
and voting. Huhatt hkesboésemesswgesand wi | |
can vote freelyd and fAany obstacle to this
taken to heart by marfy> Hutcheson and Alisostressed religious tolere@and the
rights of man. Their belief in empiricism, education, and Enlightenment stirred in
students ideals of social consciousness that promoted progress, freedom, and
charitability, all meshed with the classical concepts of virtue and honor.

Francis Alson arrived in the American colonies in 1735, where he taught and
established institutesf learning®®® It is suspected that Hutcheson himself prompted
Alison to immigrate to America. Lifelong promotion of Irish Enlightenment would
influence innumerableoccl oni al mi nds. He continually ar
phil osophies and used Phiosophiae Blayatisdnstitupou b1 i s he
Compendiariapr System of Moral Philosoplas a text for his students. Alison
instructed students from his persboapy of the text until his request for multiple copies

could be supplied. Hutcheson reportedly sent the first copies to Alison in America

242Robbins,Commonwealthmari,88-9.
283 Miller, Land of Canaan512.
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himself* Al i son quickly realized there were no
s ¢ h éndhle Middle colonie$* By 1740 he had opened the New London Academy in
Pennsylvania. Eventually, this academy relocated to Newark, Delaware, and became the
College of Delaware. Another academy of his affiliation, the College of Philadelphia,

became the University of Pennsyiva. His curriculum prepared the student for a

lifetime of study-- one based on observation, inductive reasoning, and ingiftyi s on 6 s
application method for enhancing studentso

philosophy was brilliant in its simpility.

Al i son had his st udeQompenchaptertmar i ze Hut ch
chapter under each of its three major h
6The El ements of the Law of Nature, & an
and Politics. 0 The | ast two introduced

on natural rights, religius duties, property, contracts and oaths, family

life, the origins of society and government, politics, and civil and
international law. Through the teaching of Francis Alison the full sweep
of the reconstruction of moral philosophy, in which Hutchedagqul

such an important initial role, entered the American college at a very early

date?*®

244Elizabeth Nybakkeiiln the Irish Tradition: Pr&Revolutionary Academies in Americalistory of
Education Quarterly37 (1997) 171.

245 Nykbakken filn the Irish Tradition: Pr&Revolutionary Academies in Americel 73.1n 1752 he
accepted a position offered to him by an enthusiast of his work, Benjamin Franklin, to head the
Philadelphia Academy(Miller, Land of Canaan513) Franklin had founded the academy in 1750. By
1755 Franklids academy, without doubt under the strong influence of Dr. Alison, became the
interdenominational College of Philadelphia, where Alison not served as Vice Provost but continued
to teach as Professor of Moral Philosophy until his death in 1779. The College of Philadelphia is
recognized today as the University of Pennsylvania.

2% pouglas SloanThe Scottish Enlightenment and Americarii€@e Ideal(New York: Teachers
College Press at Columbia University, 1971), 91.
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Additionally, Alison incorporated a list of controversial topics which he had students
analyze and debate. In doing so, Alison, as Hutcheson before him, impastedeots

the importance of moral philosophy to their own lives and the practical application of
Enlightenment questioning to their personal experience. This remains the most effective
mode of stimulating student interest and cognitive comprehension.

TheHutchesoprAlison influence on America was not restricted to education. Dr.
Alison was an inspired agitator. Having been born and raised in Ireland, and
academically trained in Hutchesonds Mor al
machinations othe British government to suppress colonial rights and the Anglican
political power play in both Ireland and America. An ardent political organizer, Alison
perceived a replay of British despotism. He became a politically active proponent for
freedom of region and the separation of church and state.

Two events in particular alarmed Alison and incited him to action. In 1764
Pennsylvania Quakers petitioned the English crown to convert the colonial territory into a
royal colony. They took this action ¢t the fact that Sugar and Quartering Acts were
being imposed and a lack of judicial procedure regarding customs cases had been
exhibited in the same year, Secondly, in 1776 the AngliGngylof the Middle Glonies
petitioned England to appoint an Arggin Bishop to the American colonies.
Compounding Alisondés misgivings, the Stamp
he suspected Parliament had plans for revoking colonial charters, for creating peerage in

the colonies, and for restrictingvt and government offices and positionsi e v e n
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professorships in American colleges 0 member s of t#elliséangl i can
felt the threat of a Sacramental Test Act being imposed on American colonies as it had
been in Ireland.

Alison feared that iffte current colonial administration were to be abolished in
Pennsyl vani a, then Parliament @Ghartetol swi ft|
Libertieswhich granted all settlers of that territory civil and religious freedoms. Dr.

Alison was instrumentahiorganizing a Pennsylvarira s ed fPres byt eri an
The Party proved amazingly triumphant in the 1764 elections against the Proprietary
Party. Alison, with the assistance of EzrdeSti successfully united the Middl®IGnies
Presbyterians ande¢hiNew England Congregationalists against the Anglicans. Alison, and
those of his mindset, could easily comprehend the consequences of an Anglican Bishop
being appointed to America. It meant that the Church of England, British government
sanctioned, woulddy law be the state religion of the colonies. Experience had taught

them that statsponsored religion spawned repression, serving not only to strip
nonconforming citizens of their religious rights but also their civic freedoms. For forty
years Alison hd taught his students that they, and all mankind, had natural and

inalienable rights that must be defended absolutely against tyranny, even should the result
mean revolt.

In the gathering storm Alison took pen to hand and authored a series of nineteen

essays printed abheCentinel. Most of theC e n t 9 essayls éxplained the need for the

24" Miller, Land of Canaan515.
2%81bid.
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separation of church and state. The articles were addressed to all citizens who might
possibly experience repression should the Anglican Church gain religious agritrel

colonies. The essays offered highly effective examples of historical evidence against

religious ascendancy. The arguments were composed simply, in an extremely logical

manner, easily understood by the general populace. Irish intellectuals Hadgato

compelling arguments against English domination and oppression, whether in Ireland or
America. This, coupled with the %hadi sh ca
a profound i mpact in the devel opielatd of Am
were not all men of the same political persuasion, but among them were some whose

roles in the country they adopted were significant, both in achievement of independence
and in drafti nZg° FraecisAlison was foierhostiarmotgss . 0

contributors.

Pedagogy and rhetoric incited a rebell.i
shores in the periods preceding and including the eighteenth century carried social and
psychological scars which they attributed to England. Education, compohérgh o
Enlightenment, and the parallels drawn between circumstances under which the Irish had
endured for generations contributed to the American colonies rising in rebellion against
taxation without representation, mercantilist policies, social inegslguartering
experiences, and the prospect of additional tyrannical and religious repressions. The

degree of impact that Alisondés instruction

9 pavid R Chestnutt and Igde N. Wilson, The Meaning of South Carolina History: Essays in Honor
of Geage C.Rogers, Jr(Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1991), 51.

250 Robbins,Commonwealthmari,56.
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America was substantial® In a survey of fortysix, verifiable, formestudents only five

have been counted as Loyali§ts. Al i sonds training produced F
signersof the Declaration of Independence were his former students: Francis Hopkinson,
Thomas McKean, William Paca, George Read, and James Svfathy others are

thought to have been under his tutelage, but tenegvidence survives, whereas leng

term correspondence with the aforementioned men is recorded. In addition to the signers

of the Declaration of | nde ptesenes ascPeesideitsvo o f
of the Continental Congress and another served as Secretary to that body; three served as
Chaplains to the Continental Congress; another was the first Director General of the

Medical Service of the Continental Army; one was Serydta the Continental Board of

Warr; at least four served as generals in the Continental Army; sixteen held offices in the

newly independent states; five more received executive posts from the Continental

Congress; numerous others participated in thengritf their state constitutiorasd

others played a role in penning the Federal Constitutina designed the American

flag> and John Dickinson, Alisond6sAfirst pur
Pennsylvania Farmegssays, is a premier exampldlod success of Hutcheséiison

objectives: a moderate, not rash, educated man using his abilities to achieve political and

social change for the greater good.

®l'pavid Ber man, dndthe AséricaR Brlightensnenprihgythe EighteentiCenturyod
Eire-Ireland: Journal of Irish Studs24 (1999),24.

252 hid.
23 hid.
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Inciting Change: The Catholic Carrolls, Charles of Annapolis and Charles of Carrollton

Charkes Carroll of Carrollton, the only Catholic signer of the Declaration of
Independence, reflected upon that document fifty years after his signing:

| do hereby recommend to the present and future generations the

principles of that important documenttae best earthly inheritance their

ancestors could have bequeathed to them, and pray that the civil and

religious liberties they [the ideals of the Declaration] have secured to my

country may be perpetuated to the remotest posterity and extend to the

whole family of man?>*

Civil and religious | i-bteerptliiical agerntlaof Gharles ed t o
Carroll of Carrollton (17371.832) and his father Charles Carroll of Annapolis (:702

1782)**° had not, initially, been so faeaching as to contemplate the founding of a

nation. They had hoped, however, that civil and religious liberties would be restored to

their countryi the colony of Maryland. Although Maryland had been founded as a

refuge for Catholics, the politics of religion had eradicated that vision. As Catholics the
Carrolls had been restricted from politica
of Ireland, had been a powerful and prestigious Catholic family, but #fasal to reject

their faith had left them Voerable to persecution when the English government stripped

adherents of liberties. It was particularly galling for Charles Carroll of Annapolis to be

#4Kate Mason RowlandThe Life of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, 173832: with His
Correspondence and Public Papers, Volumé¢ INew Yor k: G. P. Putnamdés Sons,
1898), i.

#>Ronald Hoffman, Sally D. Mason, and Eleanor S. Darcy, &d=sar Papa, Dear Charley: The
Peregrinations of a Revolutionary Aristocrat, as Told by Charles Carroll of Carrollton and His Father,
Charles Carroll of Annapolis, with Sundry Observations astBrdy, ChildRearing, Romance,

Matrimony, Commerce, Tobacco, Slavery, and the Politics of Revolutionary America, Volumes I, 11, and llI
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001), xlvii.
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denied civil liberties because he was a Catholic when éaid@uestion his intelligence
or integrity and, in his own words dAbut on
hisown®*Wi t hout the right to vote, oneds pol i
fortune offered him some protection, but neithenbeany other Catholic was allowed to
hold a public office. They could not serve civically, judicially, or militarily. It was
unlawful for Catholic offspring to be educated to an advanced degree. Sending children
to Europe for elucidation was technigallegal although charges and fines were rarely
enforced in eighteenth century Maryland. Naturally, Charles of Annapolis wanted better
for his son, but there was more to the matter: it was the injustice. Charles Carroll of
Annapolis, hereafter referred as Charles of Annapolis, and his son Charles Carroll of
Carrolton® her eafter referred to as Carrollton,
they were lifelong best friends, business partners, and extremely effective political allies.
And, just agheir fatherson relationship evolved and expanded to include political as
well as religious and intellectual issues, their objectives transitioned from common good
for family and ceworshipping community to the greater good of State, and then a Nation
founded on principles of civil, natural, and religious rights.

For the Carrolls, Afamilyo was a politi
Settler (16661720) for being the first of his line established in Maryland, arrived to the

colony in 1688 with @ommission as Attorney General and a revised motto on his family

#®Hoffman, ed.DPDC, 32, July 26, 1756.

%7t is for ease of clarity that this study refersbarles Carroll o€arrollton simply as Carrollton. He
did not, in actuality, adopt the designate fiCarroll
in January 1765.
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crest, AAnywhere s o® 0163l hiarefusal to eenoancedhis f r e e d
religion cost him his government position and prohibited him from practicing law. Seeds

of generationale s ent ment were sown. The Settleros

his antipathy into surpassing his fatheros
advantageous marriagesd made profitable investments. The death of his father,

however, requied Charles of Annapolis to return from France before completing his

legal studies. He keenly felt a lack of accomplishment from not finishing his law degree,

but it was a personal, psychological sense of deficiency that had no detrimental effect on

his afairs, financial or otherwise. When Carrollton informed his father of his distaste for

the study of law>® his disgust for London and the system of patrorfabend his desire

to return to Maryland without securing a law degree, Charles of Annapolis redporale

manner that indicated a clear political miset expectations of loyalty to faith, family

and friends, and goals. He relayed to Carrollton his opinion on the importance of

studying the | aw in order to usppertysbuand, a
NfOn the other hand how commendable is it f
¢ to be able to advise & assi st his friend

Suppose you sh[oul]d be called upon to act in any publick Chafege c i t y] ? €& |

#8The Charles Carroll House Museunttp://www.charlescarrollhouse.com/history.shtml

29 A professional education in law was not available in the colonies until The College of William and
Mary designated the degree as part of their curricu
Wyt he, in 1779. Prioattbawbabydaheeshabwiashédr bawe

%0 positions were granted on the basis of connections, not based on integrity, inteltgeivitien, or
good intentions biuprimarily on personal greed.
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not send you to the Tempféto spend (as many do) 4 or 5 Years to no purpose, | send
you to Study & Labour, é-dminlf)CatholiGssvére bene (
still banned from practicing law but Charles of Annapolis perceivaahaection
between achieving a law degree, as an opportunity for public service, and as a means to
reestablishing the familyds stolen prestig
extolled the history of Irish Catholics.

Ol'i ver Cr o nl658)campagn &gairstoCatholics in Ireland was ethnic
cleansind® Under Cr o mw&6421658, inthe yparsfalowing the English
Civil War,?** persecutions of Catholics, especially those in Ireland, drastically increased.
Some Irish Catholicsanverted to the Protestant Church of Ireland in order to maintain or
gain economic, political, or social advantagesd literal survival. Another alternative
was emigration to the colonies. Maryland was a primary site for Catholic immigration.
The propietorship colonychartered by Charles | on June 20, 1632 to Cecilius Calvert,
Baron of Baltimorehad been established as a refuge for Cathal other refugees of
religious persecutigrwhere Catholics and Protestants could live togethewituall [sic]

love and amity®® It was the most religiously tolerant coldf{until Oliver Cromwell

%1 The Inner Temple and Middle Temple refer to two ofltives of Court where one trained for the
legal profession and lodged. The Inns of Court, of which four exist, had the exclusive right to permit
persons to practice law. The physical area is located in central London near the Royal Courts of Justice.
%2 Hoffman, ed.DPDC, 32.

63 John Cannon, edThe Oxford Companion to British Histof@xford: Oxford University Press,
2002), 2613.

#4The English Civil War of 1644646.

25 Jay DolanThe American Catholic Experience: A Histérgm Colonial Times to the Present
(Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, 1992), 69.
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and his Parliamentarians usurped government from, and executed, Charles | in the
English Civil War. Henceforth Catholics were stripped of their civil and religious rights.
The Cromwell sé6 (Oliver had named his son R
Praectorate failed and the Stuart monarchy was restored. The coronation of Charles I
(16301685) in 1660 | ed to a peaceful period f
Maryos Gl ori ous eakedeligiaus havomon weRrotdstr@s8 Inw r
1695 a collection of discriminatory codes against alFAaglicars, but especially
directed toward the Roman Catholic majority in Ireland, were adopted.

Regardless of the label applied, Penal Le&agpish Codes, or Papist Codes
served a single objectivehe annihilation of a specific cultural identity, Roman
Catholics. As noted in Chapter | of this study but worthy of reiteration, Irish Catholics
were forbidden to teach or operate facilities for learning, and it was against the law for
them to send thechildren abroad for edification. They were prohibited from owning,
manufacturing, or selling weapons, books, or newspapers. Catholics could not own a
horse worth mor e t le&atholigsfrédm purchfismgland orderting f or b
land worth morehan thirty shillings or for longer than thirgne years. Catholic estates
had to be divided between all of the sons of the deceased, not entailed (bequeathed to one
child) to retain acreage. Laws disenfranchised Catholics. They could not hold public
office, sit in Parliament, practice law, or hold military posts. Protestant heiresses who

married Catholics were to be disinherited. Catholic Bishops were banished from Ireland,

®®Mi chael Graham, fAMeetinghouse and CHkCamnueyl : Rel i gi
Maryland, 0 in Lois Green Car r Colofd Chesageakd/Qociegyan, and J
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1988), 242
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and priests were limited to one per parish. kdtholic orphans were to baised in
Protestant households, and thus, submit to that faith. The purpose of such penalties was
to create a people too ignorant, too poor, and too unequipped to raise resiCEE:.
created an overwhelmingly poor, oppressed and resentful pelpgeast Papist Code
was not repealed in Ireland until after Catholic Emancipation in 1829.

In Maryland however Catholics managed to survive, and even thrive, under less
repressive conditions. It is estimated that during the seventeenth centweyotites of
the emigrants from Ireland were Cathoff€$The majority of those made passage as
indentured servants (or redemptioner), trading between three and seven years of labor
(indentureship) for the price of pass&fie The lives of indentured servanivere often
brutish and short. Many of the Maryl and
adjustment to the Chesapeake climate, and their period of indenture, many became
productive members of society: farmers, planters, crafts persons, anémaitts. They
acclimated themselves well enough to form a tiny but vibrant and visible artisan and

70

merchant middlelass?’® and their uppeclass construct is one of their most distinctive

features in eighteenth century Amerféa.Although a minority Marydnd, Catholics

%7 Connolly, ed, The Oxford Companion to Irish Histor48.

28 Kerby A. Miller, et. al. Exiles and Immigrants: Ireland and the Irish Exodus to North Acaer
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1985), 1368.

28%offman, ed.,DPDC, 506;

2% Miller, Exiles and Immigrantsl44. Miller also noted that middle class Catholics in Maryland, for
the most part, resided in seaport towns and cities.

"1 polan, The American Catholic Experiences.

123



possessed more wealth than their Protestant neighbors and owned larger and more
valuable estates, which made them a target of &fvy.

Colonial Catholics regarded their religion as a private maitserally,
compartmenting it from theiryblic and professional liveshile maintaining their
practices and beliefs within their families and religious community. Most American
Catholics supported the legal separation of church and state. It would allow their entry
into local and national politicgrant the right to retain their religious heritage, suspend
doubletaxation, and, most importantly, prevent one religion from seizing all political,
economic, military, judicial, and civil power as the Anglican Church of England had done
in Ireland. Theirembrace of Enlightenment created democratization in American
Catholicism, an Americanized version of the faith which developed separate and
independent loyalties: one to faith and family, the other to nation (or community or state).
Religion and statecrafunctioned completely independently of each other.

From the moment of his sondés birth Char
Carrolltonds devel opment . Advanced educat
yearold Carrollton was sent to the Englishdést Co |l | e g é”iraland8rs . Omer ¢

(modern Belgium), to be educated by English Jesuits (the Catholic religious order of the

2’2 Miller, Exiles and Immigran{sl31-168.

st. Omerods, founded in 1593 by Father Richard Pe
prohibited Roman Catholics from establishing school
by English Jesuits. o ife fEaglacdahdlisengueknowreals Stenghtrstd t o Lanc
College. HoffmanPPDC, 5.

Jesuits are members of the Society of Jesus, founded by Ignatius Loyola. Long associated with

pedagogy, the Jesuit aim has traditionally been to train students intellectually, spiritually, and athletically to
produce confident, spirited individuals.
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Society of Jesus) for six years. The correspondence of the elder Charles during this
period provides evidence of his expeans and early emphasis on the common good,

which at the time was directed toward family and friefids.

Dear Child I long to see you, but | did not send you so far only to learn a

little Greek and Latin, [l expect you 't
Studies which may hereafter be profitable to your Self and useful to Your
Friends é keep in the Paths of Trust an

excel at Virtue and Learning is laudabfe.

Charles of Annapolis also indicated his anticipation of improveineaty areas he
considered his son | acking: AYou have now
Orations, & therefore | hope to firfd you i
't was while studyi ng un ddlionwasidrodlicedstar i t s at
and inspired by enlightened ideals. He read theTimmnist’’ philosophy of Jesuit

political thinkers that predated the works of Hobbes and Locke. The texts of Francisco
Suarez (1544.617), Juan de Mariana (153624), and RobeBellarmine (15421621),
independently and with great diversity readdressed concepts of Thomas Aquinas
regarding the divine duty of kings versus
virtue in his subjects and thus in society; the promaticthe A Chr i st i an

commonwealth 2’®and the assertion that one had the right, even the duty, to resist

2" The year was 1753 and Carrollton was fifteen years of age.
"> Hoffman,DPDC, 21, Octoler 10, 1753.
#®|pid., 19, October 9, 1753.

2’7 scholars who specialized in the literature of Saint Thomas Aquinas.
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tyranny?’® Carrollton was sixteen in 1754 when he completed his education at St.

Omer 0s. It had | ong been obvi ouemhshat Cha
son than just an ability to manage a large estate. Although his father communicated love
and praise for his son, he also expressed

My Affection toward you is greatly increased by the most agreeable

Acco[un]ts | receive of your Pious, Prudent and Regular behaviour, of

your sweet temper and disposition and the proficiency and Figure

[progress] you make in your Studies which gives me the strongest Reason

to hope that you will in the Course of your Life nosldsstinguish your

Selfamongmem i st or i a1 than youwlpave Bitherto done among

your School Fellows. Initium Sapientiae timor Domini (the beginning of

wisdom is the fear of the Lord§°
The message was clear to Carrollton: continue in thegeathyhis father.

Carrollton spent 1755 under the tutelage of French Jesuits at the College of
Rheims and completed his masterdés degree i
Louis le Grand, irParis, in 17572 Both locations prompted instructions for honorable
and mor al behavior from his father: AThi s

will € enjoy a greater degree of Liberty than you have hitherto had, | trust you will use it

withiégcretion €& that your conduction wil/

2’8 3ee Introduction of this study, 13; Thomas AquitBisnma contra Gentilg1.123).

29 Bradley J. BirzerAmeri@n Cicero: The Life of Charles CarrqWilmington, DE: ISI Books), 11
14. Also see Francis Hutcheson and Irish Enlightenment in Chapter Ill section 1 of this work.

20 Hoffman, ed.DPDC, 3336, July 26, 1756.

Initium Sapientiae timor Domitir ansl ati on A6The beginning of wisdo
110:2120. 0

2 offman, ed. DPDC, 2.
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Sc hool % The eldersChayles continugiDo not | et anyone | eac
Action inconsistent with probity, Honour, your Duty to God and your Superiors whose
Friendshipad good Will | am certain $°Swdyni | | st
Paris induced a more candid warning from Charles of Annapolis, as the city was aptly
known as a den of vice, especially during the reign of Louis XV.

My D[ea]r Child | cannot @se this long letter without cautioning you in

particular ag[ain]st any familiarities with Women especially Women of

the Town [prostitutes] avoid them as yo

more noble & pure Sentiments of Virtue & Duty should fail to keap yo

innocent, let regard to y[ou]r health deter you from a Crime w[hiJch may

in this world make you most miserable [from venereal disease]. Y[ou]r

Mother & | offer our daily prayers to the God of Mercies to avert all

Dangers f%#om you é&
The following dayCharles of Annapolis reiterated his moral and principled warning
prose: fiYou can only rely on Godds grace,;
instilled into you by a virtuous Education. | beg you will never fail daily & sincerely to
implorethefi st wi t hout w[ hi]ch t hé&® ghishimehet wo c an
had invoked faith andartuous Education o keep fACharl eyo on t he
by referring directly to Carrolltonés scho

instructon from the Jesuits. In 1758 Carrollton studied Civil Law in France. He later left

Paris to continue his legal studies in London in 1759. Charles of Annapolis continued to

%2 Hoffman, DPDC, 26-28, September 30, 1754.
23 |bid., 2628, September 30, 1754.

#41bid., 131, October 5, 1759.

2 bid., 128 October 61759.
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instruct his son on personal qualities, honorable behavior, deportment, frugalgr
attire for a gentleman of his caliber (quality of cloth but simple and modest in design),
and even appropriate hair styling. Charles of Annapolis was determined that Carrollton
would be a refined, academically achieved, and supremely principledtiual.
As Carrollton gained intellectual maturity the correspondence between father and
son broadened to include scholarly topics. They discussed Cicero and other classical
authors and phil osophers. They eabarfyl ored V
attracted to the philosophical essays written by David Hiif{éormer student of, and
highly influenced by, the moral philosophy of Francis Hutcheson, the Irish father of
Scottish Enlightenment). For reasons not yet fully evaluated, Carrollt@mesd from
Locke, the tone of his prose inflected with disdain when he informed his father that he
need not purchase the EnglistH# philosophero
Carrolltonds correspondence to his fath
illustrates his developing political attitudes and an intellectual equalization progressing
between the two men. The threat of penal coeenfercement and unfair taxation in
Maryland encouraged a more intense discussion of politics between son and father.
Charles of Annapolisrelayedi Tho we are threatened with th

English Penal Laws into this Province, they are not yet introduced, But last May a Law

%0 |pid., 68, February 11, 1758.
27 hid., 87-90, November 7, 1758.
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passdd here to double Tax t h®Hdexplichtediof al |
a letter dated July 14, 1760, that:
Benedict L[or]d Baltimore upon conforming to the Established Church
[Anglican, Church of England] in the year 1714 was Restored to his
Governmlelnt&d i ed t he same year, his Son Char
succeeded [his father] and coerced by the threat of insurgence by insolent
Rabble [Protestants] invoked a Test Act in 1715. From that time to the
Year 1751 we were unmolested, but then the Penas lohEngland were
attempted to be [re]introduced here [ Ma
passed to double Tax us [CatholitE].
Charles of Annapolis was frustrated, alienated, and felt a sincere threat to his property.
He had informed Carrollton, in July’56, that as much as he loved his beautiful lands
and the climate in Maryland he was prepared to sell everything he owned, at a loss, in
order to escape the fiEnvy and Malice and |
am willing to undergo the stggle with all the difficulties and inconveniences attending
on a new Sett | e m&nHe stionyly considezed relGchtioma t e . 0

Louisiana, on the Arkansas River,even France. In June 1758 Carrollton inquired if his

father was still determinetdd sell his lands, and if so had he received any offers. He

28|hjd.,3334n 6. fABy this time the ani mosity between Pr
unpleasant characteristi€ provincial life in Maryland for nearly a century. Despite the fact the Glorious
Revolution of 1688 and the subsequent establishment of the Protestant succession to the British throne gave
Maryland Protestants the political hegemony they had long sabglgtnever rested easily in their
triumph. Even the exclusion of Roman Catholics from the political life of the colony after 1718 through
the combined efforts of Gov. John Hart and the lower house of the assembly was not enough to allay the
distrust andsuspicion of the Protestant power structure, andGautiolic legislation appeared more or less
routinely on the agenda of the | ower house in succe
Also, DPDC, 2836, July 26, 1756.

289 hid.
290 pid.
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guestioned I f their enemies i n Maryland (t
The injustice and ungratefulness quite surprises me: what have we done to deserve such
treatment front h e '?Hé asked again in November 1758, and for the first time,
of fered an opinion: AAre you still firmly
to be better off? If | dared to counsel you a moment, | would tell you not to do anything:
oratlesat wait Until affairs are cFPelawasthe, and
first time Carrollton offered fAcounsel 0 to

Carroll tonds r i si n-glentificadon gith kishiCatholicand c | e
oppres®n became apparent in December 1759 in his criticism of Parliament:

| candt conceive how any Roman Catholic

Catholick can consent to Live in England or any the British dominions, if

he is able to do otherwise. It is true are quiet and unmolested at

present, because the reigning king is not prejudiced against us: but the

mosttyrannical laws are still subsistinghi st or i anthey canmbehasi s ]

put into execution to day[,] tomorrow, whenever it shall please the King

fort he Parliament woudd always®readily co
In February 1760, he referred to his country, Maryland, as separate from that of England.
Noting that his father was still inclined toward leaving the colony, Carrollton projected a

voice of moderation and cautioned patience. It becomes obvious that the two men

bal anced each otherds strengths and that t

#1pid., 70, July 26, 1756.
2921hid., 88, November 7, 1758.
293 hid.,140, December 10, 1759.
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friendship fashion there existed thoughtful consideration of advice and influence of one

partner on the actions of the other:

| must own you have great reason to be displeased with the people

[officials]: yet as much as | can learn concerning the countsyfand ut

sic(Aias mucho), you wono6t be able to exch
people become more civilizednfightenedwe may reasonably hope that

their prejudices and animosity will wear off with time. We suffer at

present in Maryland for our religion, that same religion exposes us in

England to the very same oppression, whicmté not openly exerci
even suspended for the present may break out a new whenever our

government thinks proper. If you repair [relocate] to France trarwill

only exchange religious for civil Tyranny, and In my opinion of the two

[the latter is] the greatestevil hi st ori a]Jf8s emphasi s

The threat of religious and civil tyranny could not be erased simply by relocating.
Wherever they went they would be exposed to one or both. The motto of the American
Carroll s, AAnywhéreedom|l onbadsnbhebeensrea
was a change in social perception and perhaps a constitutional revolution.

A change in our constitution is | think at hand. Our dearght Liberty

stands upon the brink of destruction. Is such a chamge wished for by

Roman Catholicks? They enjoy great peace and tranquility under his
present Majesty. | mean in England. They may perhaps enjoy the same

hereafter in Maryland: but mends minds
must undergo a great clg® before so favourable a revolution can
happerf®

294|bid., 149-50, February 201760.
2% bid., 146, January 29, 1760.

131



Carrollton was exhibiting a freethinking politically independent position that was
thoughtful, insightful, and well written.
expectations.

Charles of Annapolis and his son Carrollton became a politically active alliance.
The father gave his son his first assignment in 1759. If, while studying in London,
Carrollton ever found himself in the company of the current Boedl t i mor e or t he
uncle Ccilius Calvert he might:

let them know that you are not unacquainted that y[ou]r Grand Father

came to this Country [Maryland] after a Regular Study of the Law in the

Temple [as] Attorney General, that he was hon[ore]d with the Posts of

Agent, Re ei ver General, Judge in Land Aff ai

after he had served 3 L[or]d Baltimores for many years with Credit and

Reputation [distinction] he was deprived by the late L[or]d of his Posts to

gratify a faction whose aim was to devest thaifp of their Government:

you may also let them know that you are not ignorant of the Laws made at

that time & lately to depriv® the Rom:
I n addition, Charles of Annapolisofurged Ca
y[ou]l]r Grand Father é remember the cruel u
present L[or]d Baltimore, &et that so weigh with you as never to Sacrifice y[ou]r own
or y[ou]r Coe&a* Higdessadenothis son veas dlepr: do not forget the
past or injustices done to family and his religion, and remember that Ameri¢heias

country. Carrollton had already decided th

civil persecution is stilmore irksome: the one is quite insupportable, the other is

2% pid., 130, October 5, 1759; also see letter dated September 9, 1761
27 bid., 130, October 5, 1759; also see letter dated September 9, 1761.
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all eviated by superior motives €& where tha
enj oy?®®B§othis time their concept of HAcount
America. Carrollton was actuglahead of most American revolutionaries when he

declared in November 1763 that @i n®t

i me it
Carrollton returned to Maryland early in 1765, after having been in Europe for sixteen

years. His relationship with his fathhad already evolved to incorporate another

category of friendship, a political friendship.

The Stamp Act in 1765 fired the Carroll
outsiders. They saw Parliament o6gaint axati on
economic relief from deficits caused by Parliamentarian corruption. Carrollton
recognized the possibility of united colonies and found it inexplicable that Parliament
could contemplate forced policy conheliance
people to the Stamp Act, and their | ove of
surrounded with powerful enemies, distracted with intestine factions, encumbered and
al most staggering under the i mmens® | oad o
deprive a free people, theirfellesvu bj ect s, of t héPcanmi glhlttso mdsg
preference was to incorporate methods other than violence. For example, he advocated

monetary impact through embargos and boycotts and agitation througanatint

publication. The opportunity for Carroll political activism in colonial politics arose

2% |bid., 193, Januarg, 1761
299 pid., 33738, November 12, 1763.
39 bid., 382, September 30, 1765.
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during Marylandés fAnfee controversy. o With
by his father, whose preference was faeéace confrontation, Carrollton cqrosed his

attack on injustice.

Figure 11.Charles Carroll of Annapolis Figure 12. Charles of Carrollton,
Maryland Artsource U.S. CapitolBuilding.
http://www.marylandartsource.org/
artists/detail_000000071.html
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